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INTRODUCTION 


The  use  of  local  history  to  enhance  the  study  of  American  history  in  the  classroom 
has  received  considerable  attention  for  the  past  several  years.  Students  and  teachers  alike 
have  often  considered  the  subject  of  American  history  to  be  dry  and  of  little  relevance  to 
their  place  in  time.  This  has  been  true  despite  the  fact  that  one  of  the  chief  purposes  of  the 
discipline  of  history  is  to  provide  one  with  a  sense  of  continuity  and  perspective.  The  fifty 
document  facsimiles  provided  in  this  study  packet  are  intended  to  provide  intimate 
glimpses  of  life  in  Chicago  over  the  period  1833-1871.  Each  forms  a  picture  of  a 
particular  circumstance  at  a  particular  time.  And  each  picture  presents  provoking 
questions.  All  of  the  circumstances  described  by  these  documents  occurred  in  Chicago 
and  should  be  of  interest  to  those  who  now  live  there  as  well  as  those  whose  lives  are 
largely  affected  by  what  happens  there. 

Early  Chicago,  1833-1871  is  the  second  publication  of  its  kind  issued  by  the 
Illinois  State  Archives.^  Published  in  1982,  Windows  to  the  Past,  1818-1880  by  Roy  C. 
Tumbaugh,  Jr.,  with  Robert  E.  Bailey,  is  a  study  packet  of  local  history  resources  drawn 
from  downstate  county  level  records  and  focuses  on  the  rural  development  of  the  state. 
The  format  ol Early  Chicago  closely  resembles  that  of  Windows  and  it  can  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  it.  Both  can  be  integrated  into  the  regular  instruction  of  American 
history. 

Early  Chicago  consists  of  an  instructor’s  manual  and  fifty  photographic 
reproductions  of  documents  from  the  files  of  the  Chicago  City  Council  from  the  date 
Chicago  was  incorporated  as  a  town  to  the  Great  Fire  of  1871.  In  addition  to  this 
introduction,  the  instructor’s  manual  outlines  the  objectives  of  the  study  packet,  discusses 
the  nature  of  the  documents,  gives  a  brief  historical  background  for  the  period  considered, 
offers  suggestions  for  further  reading,  and  provides  a  chronological  list  of  the  documents 
themselves.  Following  this  section  a  verbatim  typed  transcription,  preserving  all  spelling 

^  This  packet,  Early  Chicago,  was  partially  funded  by  a  grant  from  the  National  Historical  Publications  and 
Records  Commission. 
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errors,  of  each  document  is  presented  along  with  an  explanation  of  the  document, 
suggested  points  to  consider,  and  references  to  related  documents  in  the  packet. 

Most  of  the  facsimile  reproductions  are  the  same  size  as  the  original  documents. 
The  exceptions  are  documents  25,  26,  41,  45,  and  46,  all  of  which  were  reduced  in  order 
to  fit  them  to  the  8  1/2  x  14  inch  legal  size  format.  On  the  reverse  side  of  the  facsimile 
appears  a  verbatim  typed  transcription  of  the  document  as  well  as  an  indication  of  its 
assigned  number,  its  title,  and  its  date. 

OBJECTIVES 

The  primary  objective  of  this  study  packet  is  to  introduce  students  to  local  history 
in  a  meaningful  manner  and  thereby  increase  interest  in  history  in  general.  Taken 
together,  the  fifty  document  reproductions  offer  a  kaleidoscopic  picture  of  Chicago 
history  for  the  years  1833-1871.  Individual  documents  describe  very  real  historical 
occurrences,  but  each  leaves  unanswered  questions  which  can  be  pursued  by  studying 
related  documents  in  the  packet,  Chicago  history  in  particular,  and  American  history  in 
general. 

Subordinate  objectives  include  teaching  students  how  to  read  historical  documents 
and  exposing  them  to  historical  reasoning.  Besides  understanding  the  texts  of  documents, 
students  should  learn  how  to  identify  significant  information.  Such  information  will 
enable  them  to  make  specific  statements  about  particular  circumstances  at  particular 
times.  By  themselves  particular  events  will  have  little  significance.  By  studying 
additional  sources  broader  images  can  be  produced  and  generalized  statements  can  be 
made  based  on  previously  isolated  events.  This  process  is  designed  to  give  meaning  to 
historical  interpretation  and  to  broaden  textbook  narratives  of  consensus  history. 

Local  history  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  to  make  the  study  of  history  in 
general  more  real  and  meaningful.  A  focus  on  a  specific  locality  with  which  students 
associate  will  heighten  their  interest.  It  also  offers  them  a  sense  of  how  the  community 
has  evolved  over  time  and  thus  gives  historical  perspective.  But  students  of  local  history 
soon  realize  that  the  history  of  a  locality  cannot  be  treated  as  a  separate  entity  because 
regional,  national,  and  world  events  were  of  constant  influence.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
packet  will  not  only  supplement  the  study  of  American  history  but  also  invigorate  it.  As 
well  as  providing  information,  primary  source  documents  afford  the  opportunity  to 
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experience  history  on  an  emotive  level  because  they  were  produced  by  the  actual 
participants  in  history  and  describe  events  as  those  participants  perceived  them. 

USE  OF  DOCUMENTS 

The  fifty  documents  in  this  packet  were  selected  from  35,778  files  of  the  Chicago 
City  Council  fi’om  1833  through  1871.  The  bulk  of  these  files  includes  petitions, 
resolutions,  ordinances,  committee  reports,  claims,  plans  and  specifications, 
remonstrances,  election  returns,  oaths,  and  bonds,  concerning  the  public  business  of  the 
city:  fire  and  police  protection,  sanitation,  public  utilities,  streets  and  sidewalks,  wharfing 
privileges,  public  works,  licensing,  taxation  and  finance,  schools,  and  elected  and 
appointed  officials.  In  selecting  documents  from  this  collection  for  facsimile 
reproduction,  care  was  taken  to  choose  those  which  reflected  the  overall  economic, 
political,  and  social  conditions  of  the  period.  Documents  7,  8,  16,  20,  29,  38,  and  50, 
reflect  economic  trends.  The  political  climate  is  shown  through  documents  6,  13,  18,  19, 
33,  36,  40,  43,  45,  46,  and  47.  Documents  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  9,  10,  11,  12,  14,  15,  17,  21,  22, 
23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  30,  31,  32,  34,  35,  37,  39,  41,  42,  44,  48,  and  49,  all  relate  to  the 
social  condition  of  the  city.  Several  of  these  documents  obviously  relate  to  more  than  one 
of  these  somewhat  artificial  categories. 

Each  document  has  an  immediate  relationship  to  one  or  more  other  documents. 
For  example.  Document  5  (Communication  Concerning  Vocal  Music  in  the  Schools) 
relates  to  Document  1 1  (Petition  Concerning  School  Teachers’  Salaries),  Document  31 
(Communication  Concerning  Issuance  of  Bonds),  and  Document  42  (Order  of  the 
Committee  on  Schools  Providing  for  Segregation).  The  instructor’s  manual  provides 
suggested  combinations  of  documents  through  which  a  student  or  students  can  produce 
syntheses.  However,  each  document  also  stands  alone  as  a  statement  of  a  particular 
circumstance  in  time.  Research  with  additional  sources,  such  as  those  found  in  the 
SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FURTHER  READING  portion  of  this  manual,  often  will  help 
clarify  a  document  and  place  it  in  perspective.  In  fact,  most  of  the  documents  were 
intentionally  selected  because  they  create  questions  which  cannot  be  answered  from  their 
internal  content  alone. 

The  fifty  document  facsimiles  are  of  standard  size  and  are  on  a  sturdy  grade  of 
paper.  This  will  enable  them  to  be  photocopied  repeatedly  for  classroom  use.  Some  of  the 
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nineteenth  century  handwriting  is  difficult  to  read  and  in  those  instances  the 
transcriptions  may  be  the  preferred  first  introduction  to  the  documents. 

HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 

Over  the  period  1833-1871  Chicago  experienced  rapid  economic  expansion  and 
this  growth  with  its  accompanying  prosperity  was  the  central  concern  of  the  general 
population.  Politically,  the  national  issues  of  slavery  and  States’  rights  dominated,  with 
the  majority  opposing  the  institution  of  slavery  and  its  expansion.  The  social 
development  of  the  city  was  many-faceted.  Foreign-bom  immigrants  came  to  equal  the 
native-born  population;  abject  poverty  contrasted  with  spectacular  affluence;  and  social 
order  was  unevenly  imposed  as  a  boom  town  evolved  into  a  metropolis. 

When  Chicago  was  incorporated  as  a  town  by  the  state  legislature  in  1833,  its 
population  was  approximately  300.  By  1871,  when  only  a  quarter  of  the  nation’s 
population  lived  in  urban  areas  and  a  little  under  nine  percent  lived  in  centers  with 
populations  over  250,000,  Chicago  had  grown  to  334,270.  It  then  ranked  behind  only 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  St.  Louis.  Its  phenomenal  growth  was  due  to  its 
geographical  location,  developments  in  technology,  and  the  westward  expansion  of  the 
nation  in  general. 

The  site  of  Chicago  had  long  been  recognized  as  a  strategic  one  because  it  sat  at 
the  junction  of  the  Chicago  River  and  Lake  Michigan  and  contained  the  best  port  on  the 
southwestern  end  of  the  lake.  Also,  without  undue  effort,  the  Chicago  River  could  be 
made  to  connect  with  the  Illinois  River  and  thus  the  Mississippi  River.  The  potential  for 
Chicago  to  be  the  center  of  an  expansive  water  system  connecting  the  East  and  the  West 
caused  the  federal  government  to  establish  Fort  Dearborn  at  the  Chicago  site  in  1803  in 
order  to  protect  it  from  foreign  interests.  When  Illinois  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as  a 
state  in  1818,  its  northern  border  was  extended  forty-one  miles  to  ensure  that  Chicago  and 
the  contemplated  canal  would  be  included  in  the  boundaries  of  the  new  state.  In  1827, 
alternate  sections  of  land  for  five  miles  on  each  side  of  the  canal  route  to  be  selected  were 
given  to  the  state  by  the  federal  government  to  help  finance  constmction  and  land  sales 
began  in  1830.  The  menace  of  hostile  Indians  was  ended  by  the  defeat  of  Black  Hawk  in 
1832  and  in  that  year  the  village’s  population  swelled  to  200  persons.  The  following  year, 
when  the  village  voted  to  incorporate  as  a  town,  150  to  200  new  buildings  were 
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constructed,  the  population  grew  by  seventy-five  percent,  and  the  federal  government 
appropriated  $25,000  for  dredging  the  harbor.  Actual  construction  of  the  much 
anticipated  canal  began  in  1836. 

In  1837,  when  Chicago  was  incorporated  as  a  city,  its  population  was  over  4,000 
and  there  were  twenty-nine  dry-goods  stores,  five  hardware  stores,  forty-five  grocery  and 
provision  establishments,  ten  taverns,  and  nineteen  lawyers’  offices.  Chicago  was  the 
county  seat  and  home  to  a  federal  land  office  and  a  branch  of  the  State  Bank.  It  was  also  a 
trading  center  for  those  residing  as  far  as  200  miles  into  the  hinterland.  The  Panic  of  1837 
and  the  subsequent  national  depression  slowed  the  Chicago  economy  but  did  not  stop  it 
due  to  the  large  sums  of  state  funds  being  laid  out  for  the  canal’s  construction.  Chicago 
did  hit  bottom  in  1842  after  the  State  Bank  failed  and  canal  construction  was  suspended. 
By  the  late  1 840s,  recovery  was  made  possible  by  the  processing  and  shipping  of  a 
substantial  surplus  from  the  countryside.  Before  that  time  rural  northern  Illinois  was  only 
self-sufficient,  but  by  the  late  forties  an  abundance  was  available  to  feed  the  city  and  to  be 
shipped  east  by  way  of  the  lakes  as  well.  Also,  due  to  economic  hardships  during  the 
forties  and  fifties,  many  of  those  who  had  settled  in  the  Ohio  Valley  and  on  lands 
surrounding  Lakes  Erie  and  Michigan  sold  their  cultivated  lands  and  moved  west  to  buy 
and  settle  attractively  priced  government  lands.  In  this  period  as  well  an  influx  of 
immigrants  came  mostly  from  Ireland  and  Germany  to  escape  economic  distress  and 
political  oppression.  Between  1844  and  1854  alone,  over  3,000,000  left  their  old 
countries  for  the  United  States.  Many  settled  in  the  East  but  many  also  ventured  to  the 
West  to  purchase  and  settle  inexpensive  government-owned  lands.  Virtually  all  who 
settled  west  of  Chicago  passed  through  the  city  as  they  arrived  by  ship  and  later  by  rail. 
Iowa  was  sufficiently  settled  to  become  a  state  in  1846  and  Wisconsin  in  1848.  In  1837, 
John  Deere  began  production  of  a  plow  to  cut  the  prairie  sod  and  by  1859,  13,000  a  year 
were  being  sold.  Cyrus  McCormick  moved  his  reaper  manufacturing  plant  to  Chicago  in 
1847  to  take  advantage  of  the  market  and  the  Board  of  Trade  was  formed  in  1848.  Flour 
mills,  grain  elevators,  warehouses,  and  packing  houses  were  established  to  process  the 
surplus  prior  to  its  inexpensive  shipment  to  the  East  by  way  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

The  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  was  completed  in  1 848  and  immediately  the 
Illinois  River  Valley  was  open  to  trade  through  Chicago.  In  January  of  1848  Chicago  had 
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no  railroad  but  by  1852  it  had  a  connection  to  New  York  City,  and  by  1854  it  was  the 
railroad  center  of  the  West.  By  1856,  when  the  Chicago  Branch  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  was  completed,  the  city  was  the  focus  of  ten  trunk  lines  with  2,933  miles  of 
track  leading  from  it  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  Fifty-eight  passenger  and  thirty-eight 
freight  trains  were  arriving  and  departing  daily.  Like  most  great  cities,  Chicago  was 
located  next  to  a  large  navigable  water  body  which  afforded  inexpensive  transport  for 
bulk  goods.  Overland  transport  lines  naturally  gravitated  to  such  a  location. 

The  farmer  of  the  1850s  was  no  longer  the  simple  independent  agrarian  that 
Thomas  Jefferson  had  admired.  Besides  the  forces  of  nature,  he  had  to  concern  himself 
with  weighers,  graders,  storage  elevator  and  warehouse  operators,  rail  and  water  carriers, 
local  haulers,  insurers,  moneylenders,  and  suppliers. 

Illinois  had  a  total  population  of  1,71 1,951  in  1860  and  Chicago  was  its  largest 
city  with  109,260,  followed  by  Peoria  with  14,045,  Quincy  with  13,718,  Springfield  with 
9,320,  and  Galena  with  8,196.  Overall  Illinois  had  twenty-three  urban  areas  which  when 
combined  contained  14.3  percent  of  the  state’s  population.  It  was  still  very  much  a  rural- 
dominated  state.  Nationally  at  this  time  New  York  City  was  a  teeming  metropolis  with 
1,174,799,  next  was  Philadelphia  with  565,529,  Baltimore  with  212,418,  Boston  with 
177,840,  New  Orleans  with  168,675,  Cincinnati  with  161,044,  and  St.  Louis  with 
160,780.  Pittsburgh  had  77,923,  San  Francisco  56,802,  Detroit  45,619,  Cleveland  43,417, 
and  Los  Angeles  4,384. 

During  the  late  1850s  trade  between  Chicago  and  the  South  over  the  lines  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  from  Cairo  was  beginning  to  take  off  In  the  United  States 
Congress,  Stephen  Douglas  was  advocating  a  direct  rail  connection  between  the  Gulf 
coast  and  Chicago.  This  would  place  Chicago  at  the  center  of  a  trunk  line  between  the 
tributaries  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  shipping  lanes  of  the  Great  Lakes  with  the 
ultimate  destination  being  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  If  truly  effected,  this  would  have 
diverted  the  trade  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  from  a  southerly  course  to  New  Orleans  by 
way  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  a  northerly  route  by  way  of  a  railroad  to  Chicago.  By 
early  1861  a  substantial  amount  of  cotton  was  being  shipped  to  Chicago  by  rail  from 
Cairo  and  many  anticipated  a  very  profitable  partnership  with  the  South.  Although 
southern  trade  held  great  hope  in  the  late  fifties,  it  was  clearly  subordinate  to  the 
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established  com  and  wheat  market  of  the  Midwest.  When  the  Civil  War  empted  in  April 
of  1861,  trade  with  the  South  was  viewed  as  treason  and  although  contraband  exchanges 
occurred  throughout  the  war,  they  were  never  significant. 

Besides  closing  the  southern  market,  the  immediate  effect  of  the  Civil  War  was 
the  cheapening  of  the  money  supply  because  state  bank  notes  in  circulation  were  largely 
secured  by  deposits  of  bonds  issued  by  southern  states.  However,  the  demand  for  war 
supplies  and  an  increased  demand  for  agricultural  products  in  the  East  and  abroad 
brought  recovery.  Immediately  after  the  war,  the  prices  of  agricultural  commodities  sank 
by  over  fifty  percent  and  the  demand  for  war  materials  halted.  But  these  conditions  were 
only  a  temporary  setback.  Chicago  had  become  industrialized  and  was  manufacturing 
materials  for  building  railroads,  farming,  and  building  and  furnishing  homes  and 
businesses.  The  Burlington  and  Rock  Island  railroads  made  Iowa,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska 
dependent  on  the  Chicago  market  and  the  Chicago  and  Alton  Railroad  took  the  trade  of 
southern  Illinois  and  eastern  Missouri  away  from  St.  Louis.  With  the  completion  of  the 
first  transcontinental  railroad  in  1 869,  the  city  had  contact  with  the  West  Coast  and  thus 
the  Orient.  In  1865,  six  railroads  centralized  their  stockyards  by  establishing  the  Union 
Stock  Yards  and  Transit  Company  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  city  at  39th  and  Halstead 
streets  and  meatpackers  soon  established  in  the  area  as  well.  Illinois  bituminous  coal 
which  fed  the  growing  steel  mills  passed  to  and  through  the  city.  Chicago  wholesalers 
became  aggressive  and  sent  agents  throughout  the  Midwest  to  market  goods.  The  Great 
Fire  of  1871  was  a  devastating  but  only  temporary  setback  to  the  city’s  growth  because 
Chicago’s  strategic  position  ensured  that  it  would  be  rebuilt  and  expanded.  New  York 
City  in  particular,  which  had  formed  a  strong  bond  with  its  partner  in  the  West,  would 
provide  the  needed  capital. 

From  1833  through  1871  national  politics  were  dominated  by  the  issues  of  slavery 
and  States’  rights.  In  1820,  the  Missouri  Compromise  had  been  reached  and  under  its 
terms  Missouri  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  slave  state  and  Maine  as  a  free  state. 
Furthermore,  slavery  was  excluded  from  all  other  territory  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
which  was  above  the  northern  border  of  the  Arkansas  Territory.  Abolitionist  sentiments 
were  growing  in  the  thirties  and  William  Lloyd  Garrison  began  publication  of  the 
Liberator  in  1831.  The  Treaty  of  Guadalupe-Hidalgo  concluded  the  Mexican  War  in 
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1848,  and  brought  the  United  States  enormous  new  lands  in  the  far  West.  The 
Compromise  of  1850  admitted  California  as  a  free  state,  fixed  the  western  boundary  of 
Texas  at  the  103rd  meridian,  created  the  territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Utah  and  allowed 
their  citizens  to  decide  the  slave  questions  at  the  time  they  became  states,  prohibited  slave 
trading  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  provided  strict  fugitive  slave  laws.  By  this  time 
the  South  had  become  an  extremely  conscious  minority  which  closely  guarded  its 
“peculiar  institution.”  In  1854,  after  much  debate  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  was  passed.  It 
provided  for  popular  sovereignty  for  both  territories  which  were  above  the  demarcation 
established  in  1 820  and  therefore  effectively  repealed  the  Missouri  Compromise. 
“Bleeding  Kansas”  followed.  In  the  Dred  Scott  v.  Sanford  decision  of  1857,  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  deprive  citizens  of  their 
property,  including  slaves,  anywhere  in  the  country.  John  Brown  staged  his  raid  on 
Harper’s  Ferry  in  1859.  Abraham  Lincoln  was  elected  President  as  a  Republican  on 
November  6,  1860,  and  South  Carolina  seceded  from  the  Union  on  December  20. 
Tennessee,  the  eleventh  and  final  Confederate  state,  seceded  on  June  1,  1861.  The  Civil 
War  raged  from  the  spring  of  1 861  until  the  spring  of  1 865,  with  a  total  of  360,000  Union 
and  135,000  Confederate  dead.  Lincoln  was  assassinated  on  April  14,  1865,  and  harsh 
reconstruction  followed. 

In  the  presidential  election  of  1 860,  Chicago  citizens  cast  1 0,697  votes  for 
Abraham  Lincoln;  Stephen  Douglas  (Democrat)  received  8,094;  John  Bell  (Constitutional 
Union)  had  107;  and  John  C.  Breckinridge  (Southern  Democrat)  received  87.  In  the 
mayoral  and  gubernatorial  races.  Republican  candidates  defeated  Democratic  opponents 
by  almost  the  same  margin  that  Lincoln  defeated  Douglas.  By  1 860,  the  issue  of  slavery 
and  its  extension  had  become  paramount  in  the  city  and  Lincoln  was  seen  as  opposed  to 
its  expansion  while  Douglas  was  known  to  compromise.  Although  southern  trade  was 
becoming  increasingly  important  at  this  time,  longer-standing  ties  with  the  East  and  the 
Midwest  were  more  important.  And  while  most  citizens  did  not  believe  in  the  equality  of 
the  races,  most  were  opposed  to  the  institution  of  slavery.  Thus  Chicago  went  Republican 
in  1 860.  Douglas  had  recognized  the  shift  and  did  not  put  forth  much  effort  in  his  home 
city  during  the  election.  His  most  loyal  following  in  the  city  remained  the  Democratic 
Irish. 


8 


While  national  politics  concerned  Chicago  citizens,  especially  as  they  affected 
economic  conditions,  of  more  immediate  concern  was  the  everyday  life  of  the  city.  In  its 
early  history,  Chicago  was  a  boom  town.  Its  population  was  growing  rapidly  and  its 
economy  was  expanding  at  an  equal  pace.  What  had  been  little  more  than  a  trading  post 
expanded  into  a  town  and  quickly  into  a  major  city.  While  many  several-story  brick 
buildings  were  erected  in  the  business  center  of  the  South  Division,  most  structures  were 
made  of  wood  which  had  to  be  shipped  in  from  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  because 
Chicago’s  surrounding  prairie  was  mostly  grassland.  Naturally,  a  city  which  was  mainly 
built  of  wood  was  conscious  of  the  danger  of  fire.  Like  all  boom  towns  Chicago  was 
boisterous  and  had  a  mix  of  people  which  included  an  element  predisposed  to  vice  and 
crime.  Until  1850,  when  limited  omnibus  service  was  introduced,  there  was  no  public 
transit.  Horses  and  carriages  were  expensive  and  were  mostly  used  commercially. 
Therefore,  most  walked  to  work,  to  the  grocery,  and  to  the  tavern.  There  were  no 
residential  suburbs  as  such  and  the  rich  and  poor  lived  relatively  close  together. 
Consequently,  the  contacts  were  frequent  and  contrasts  in  living  standards  were  apparent. 
As  the  population  density  increased  so  did  the  level  of  filth  and  resulting  disease  which 
was  treated  by  crude  medical  practice  hampered  by  an  ignorance  of  germ  theory.  Unlike 
today,  mortality  percentages  were  high  at  all  age  levels  and  this  left  a  large  population  of 
displaced  widows,  widowers,  and  orphans. 

Urbanization  required  the  imposition  of  social  order.  Government  was  gradually 
required  to  provide  fire  and  police  protection,  sanitation  for  public  health,  common  streets 
and  bridges  for  commerce,  schools  for  education,  and  a  structure  to  collect  revenue  to  pay 
for  these  services.  Throughout  the  United  States  in  the  nineteenth  century,  poverty  was 
viewed  as  a  self-inflicted  wound  which  was  to  be  treated  grudgingly  and  with  minimal 
expense.  In  Chicago  as  well,  charity  for  those  who  could  not  provide  for  themselves  was 
not  viewed  as  a  primary  government  responsibility.  Private  impulse  was  the  favored 
course. 

The  city  was  made  up  of  a  large  native  American  population  and  also  of  an 
equally  important  foreign-bom  population  which  spoke  different  languages  and  held  to 
foreign  customs.  Native-born  Americans  were  often  suspicious  of  immigrants  and  often 
condescending  towards  them.  However,  they  were  dependent  upon  immigrants  to  build 
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the  canals  and  railroads,  slaughter  animals  and  tan  hides,  and  patronize  their  retail 
establishments. 

Of  those  who  came  to  Chicago,  some  achieved  great  wealth  and  property;  others 
carved  out  comfortable  circumstances;  and  still  others  lived  on  the  fringe  of  society  from 
one  day  to  the  next.  Individuals  and  families  were  no  longer  self-sufficient.  In  most  cases, 
they  provided  their  labor  to  an  employer  and  received  a  wage  in  return.  This  was  used  to 
purchase  food,  clothing,  shelter,  and  whatever  else  could  be  afforded.  Some  grew 
vegetable  gardens  and  kept  milk  cows  and  other  livestock  but  by  and  large  individuals 
were  dependent  on  other  individuals  for  the  necessities  and  niceties  of  life  in  an 
increasingly  complex  society. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FURTHER  READING 

The  most  comprehensive  bibliography  available  is  Frank  Jewell’s  Annotated 
Bibliography  of  Chicago  History.  It  is  divided  into  twenty-six  subject  categories  and 
includes  an  author  index  and  an  index  of  important  persons,  organizations,  and  places, 
mentioned  in  the  entries  and  their  annotations.  Bessie  Louise  Pierce’s  first  two  volumes 
of  A  History  of  Chicago  offer  a  scholarly  narrative  of  the  city’s  development  for  the 
period  considered.  Alfred  T.  Andreas’s  first  two  volumes  of  History  of  Chicago, 
published  in  1884  and  1885,  cover  the  pre-fire  period  in  detail.  Although  not 
documented,  this  account  is  generally  reliable  and  reprints  many  primary  source 
materials.  One  Hundred  Years  of  Land  Values  in  Chicago  by  Homer  Hoyt  gives  an 
extremely  detailed  and  insightful  account  of  economic  developments.  Irving  Cutler’s 
Chicago,  Metropolis  of  the  Mid-Continent  is  a  most  suitable  introduction  for  high  school 
students.  Chicago:  Growth  of  a  Metropolis  by  Harold  M.  Mayer  and  Richard  C.  Wade 
offers  both  text  and  an  abundance  of  illustrations  which  describe  urban  growth. 
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DOCUMENT  1  -  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TOWN’S  INCORPORATION 


(ca.)  August  3, 1833 
EXPLANATION 

The  General  Assembly  passed  legislation  providing  for  the  incorporation  of  towns  in 
1831.  When  a  town  reached  a  population  of  not  less  that  150  people,  qualified  voters 
were  authorized  to  assemble,  select  a  president  and  clerk  of  the  election,  and  cast  their 
votes  viva  voce  (orally).  Qualified  voters  were  white  males,  over  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
and  either  residents  of  the  town  for  over  six  months  or  owners  of  real  estate  in  it.  A  two- 
thirds  majority  was  required  to  incorporate.  If  incorporation  was  approved,  public  notice 
was  to  be  given  and  after  five  days  an  election  of  town  trustees  was  to  be  held. 
Incorporated  towns  could  establish  ordinances  to  prevent  and  remove  nuisances,  restrain 
and  prohibit  disorderly  conduct,  license  public  shows,  regulate  markets,  sink  public  wells, 
construct  streets  and  sidewalks,  and  provide  for  fire  protection.  They  could  impose  fines 
for  violations  of  ordinances,  collect  fees  on  licenses  issued,  and  levy  and  collect  taxes  on 
real  estate  not  to  exceed  fifty  cents  per  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  value  in  order  to 
finance  town  expenses. 

The  exact  day  of  this  vote  to  incorporate  is  not  known.  It  is  known  that  on  August  1 0,  an 
election  of  the  town’s  first  trustees  was  held.  The  vote  to  incorporate  passed  by  a  vote  of 
twelve  to  one  with  Russell  E.  Heacock  (spelled  “Hickok”  in  the  document)  dissenting. 
Heacock,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Cook  County,  administered  the  oaths  for  the  president 
and  clerk  of  the  incorporation  election.  He  resided  outside  the  town  limits  and  probably 
was  not  eligible  to  vote.  Of  the  other  voters,  many  were  leading  merchants  and  real  estate 
promoters. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  would  Heacock  vote  against  incorporation?  Why  did  the  majority  vote  for 
incorporation? 

What  were  the  backgrounds  of  some  of  the  men  who  participated  in  this  election? 

Why  was  there  only  thirteen  voters  in  this  election? 

Why  was  there  not  a  secret  ballot? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENT:  2 
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DOCUMENT  1  -  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TOWN’S  INCORPORATION 


(ca.)  August  3, 1833 
TRANSCRIPTION 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Citizens  of  Chicago  convened 
pursuant  to  publick  notice  given  according  to  the  Statute 
for  Incorporating  Towns,  Th.  J.  V.  Owen  was  chosen  President 
&  E.  S.  Kimberly  was  chosen  clerk.  The  Oaths  were  then  admin 
istered  by  Russell  E.  Hickok  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Cook  County.  When  the  following  vote  was  taken  on  the 
propriety  of  incorporating  the  Town  of  Chicago,  County 
of  Cook,  State  of  Illinois 


For  Incorporating 
John  S.  C.  Hogan 


Against  Incorporating 
Russell  E.  Hickok 


C.  A.  Ballard 
G. W.  Snow 
R.  J.  Hamilton 
J.  T.  Temple 
John  Wright 
G.  W.  Dole 
Hiram  Pearsons 
Alanson  Sweet 
E.  S.  Kimberly 
T.  J.  V.  Owen 
Mark  Beaubien 

For  Incorporating  12  against  Incorporation  1 


We  certify  the  above  poll  to  be  correct. 

Th.  J.  V.  Owen  President 
Ed.  S.  Kimberly  Clerk 


(Note;  Filed  Sept.  5,  1833) 
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DOCUMENT  2  -  PETITION  OF  FIREMEN  FOR  AN  ENGINE  HOUSE 


December  16, 1835 
EXPLANATION 

From  the  time  of  Chicago’s  incorporation  as  a  town,  fire  protection  was  one  of  its 
responsibilities  but  not  until  after  October  1 834,  when  a  serious  fire  caused  over  $2,000 
in  damages  to  several  structures,  were  serious  steps  taken.  The  mayor  then  was  authorized 
to  purchase  fire  fighting  equipment.  In  October  of  1835  the  Pioneer  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  the  first  effective  volunteer  fire  company,  was  organized  and  in  November  of 
that  year  an  ordinance  created  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  the  Town  of  Chicago 
with  a  chief  engineer,  two  assistants,  and  four  wardens  to  direct  volunteer  companies.  All 
able-bodied  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  a  fire  were  required  to  rush  to  the  scene  with  full 
buckets  of  water  to  aid  the  volunteer  companies.  Principal  sources  of  water  for  fighting 
fires  were  the  Chicago  River  and  Lake  Michigan.  Hydrants  from  a  city  water  supply  were 
not  available  until  1842.  Companies  retained  much  of  their  independence  as  they  elected 
their  own  officers.  By  1846  there  were  over  thirty-three  volunteer  companies.  Besides 
fighting  fires,  members  of  these  companies  socialized  at  firemen’s  banquets  and  balls  and 
marched  together  in  parades  on  special  occasions.  Volunteer  firemen  were  exempt  from 
jury  duty,  militia  service,  and  the  road  tax.  It  was  not  until  1858  that  a  paid  professional 
fire  department  was  instituted. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

How  many  gallons  were  contained  in  a  hogshead? 

From  which  sources  could  water  be  drawn  to  fight  fires?  Why  would  a  portable  cistern  be 
required? 

Who  was  M.  B.  Beaubien? 

With  the  camaraderie  established  by  mutual  volunteer  work,  what  special  role  did  these 
fire  companies  play? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  1,  4,  10,  15,  27,  and  50 
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DOCUMENT  2  -  PETITION  OF  FIREMEN  FOR  AN  ENGINE  HOUSE 


December  16, 1835 
TRANSCRIPTION 

To  the  board  of  Trustees  of  the  town  of  Chicago.  Gentlemen, 

We  the  undersigned  members  of  the  fire  Engine  Company 
No.  1 .  would  respectfully  represent,  that  the  building  now  proposed 
for  the  Engine  House,  being  only  12  by  18  feet,  is  unquestionably 
to  small  to  meet  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  Engine  company 
in  this,  towit.  The  House  should  be  sufficiently  large 
not  only  for  the  Engine  and  utensils,  but  also  room  for 
the  necessary  opperations  of  the  company  themselves 
in  drying  by  a  Stove  &c  the  Hose  —  Thawing  the  ice  &c  — 
and  room  enough  to  hold  such  necessary  meetings 
of  the  members  a^^^required  of  them. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  suggest,  that 
a  Cistern  which  would  hold  3  or  4  Hogsheads  of 
water  ought  to  be  constructed  and  attached  to  the 
Engine;  as  it  will  be  remembered,  we  have  only 
150  feet  of  Hose  and  Suction  Engine. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  board. 


S.G.  Trowbridge  ( 

16th  Dec.  1835 

T  0  Davis 

}  Will'J^  Mj^Corristen 

H  G  Loomis  . 

Amos  C  Hamilton 

0.  S.  Beach  V 

S.  W  Paine 

H.B.  Clarke 

James  H  Malford 

Joel  Wicks 

M.  B.  Beaubien 

N  L  F  Monroe 

H  M  Draper 

John  Dye 

Ira  Kimberly 

Edmund  Peek 
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DOCUMENT  3  -  COUNCIL  ACTIONS  IN  RELATION  TO  CITY  SCRIP 


1837 

EXPLANATION 

In  March  of  1822  the  Federal  government  granted  Illinois  permission  to  cut  a  canal 
through  the  state,  donated  ninety  feet  on  each  side  of  the  proposed  route,  and  appropriated 
$10,000  for  surveys.  Chicago  itself  was  surveyed  and  platted  in  1830.  By  May  of  1835  a 
United  States  Land  Office  was  opened  in  Chicago  to  accommodate  eager  investors  who 
anticipated  land  prices  soaring  after  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal 
which  was  to  provide  water  transportation  from  the  Illinois  River  to  Lake  Michigan  at 
Chicago.  Canal  construction  began  on  July  4,  1836,  and  Chicago  was  a  boom  town 
without  a  solid  economy  based  on  industry.  On  May  10,  1837,  New  York  banks  stopped 
making  payments  in  specie  and  the  Panic  of  1837  ensued.  In  that  year  618  banks  failed 
nationwide.  Chicago’s  economy  was  largely  based  on  speculation  and  bankruptcies  were 
common.  Chicago  itself,  which  had  been  chartered  as  a  city  on  March  4,  was  in  debt. 

With  revenues  down,  bank  notes  worthless  or  severely  devalued,  and  specie  scarce, 
Chicago  chose  to  issue  its  own  currency  or  scrip.  Notes  were  in  one,  two,  and  three  dollar 
denominations,  carried  one  percent  interest  per  month,  and  were  receivable  for  taxes. 
Canal  construction  was  the  central  savior  for  the  city’s  economy.  Between  1836  and  1842 
over  $5,000,000  of  state  funds  were  pumped  into  it.  However  this  drain  was  one  of  the 
principal  reasons  the  State  Bank  failed  in  1842.  With  this  failure,  the  state  was  bankrupt 
and  canal  construction  ceased.  Chicago’s  economy  hit  bottom  but  by  mid-century  the  city 
had  recovered  by  becoming  the  marketing  center  for  the  agricultural  surplus  of  the  Upper 
Midwest. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  scrip? 

For  what  purpose  would  Chicago  issue  scrip? 

Nationally,  what  was  the  economic  picture  in  1837? 

How  much  scrip  did  Chicago  issue  in  1837? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENT:  31 
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DOCUMENT  3  -  COUNCIL  ACTIONS  IN  RELATION  TO  CITY  SCRIP 


1837 

TRANSCRIPTION 


29  May  1837 


Common  Council 

“The  Com  on  Finance  were  instructed 
to  report  to  the  next  meeting  their  views  of  the  propriety 
of  Issuing  scrip  and  thereby  loaning  individuals 
money  in  small  amounts.” 


June  1,  1837 

“The  Comm  on  Finance  reported  on  the 
subject  of  Issuing  scrip  and  recommened  the  issue  of 
$5000.  ,  the  report  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  with  instructions  to  report  an  ordinance. 


Sept.  4,  1837 

A  resolution  was  offered  Authorizing  the  issue 

of  $5000  dolls  of  scrip  Aid  Bolles  moved  to  reduce 

,  ,  question  ,  . 

the  amount  to  1000,  no  second  oaotiot^on  resolution 

passed. 

Motion  Aid  Goodhue  ordered  I.  McNab  be 
appointed  Special  Clerk  pro  tern,  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  up  and  signing  the  scrip  issued  by  the 
Corporation,  on  Motion  it  is  ordered  that  the  scrip 
issued  by  the  Corporation  be  filled  up  as  payable  on 
the  4  day  March  1838. 


7  Nov.  1837 

On  motion  Aid  Bolles  resolved  that  city  Scrip 
to  the  amount  of  Two  Thousand  dollars  be 
filled  up  and  issued  and  that  I  McNab  be 
appointed  Special  Clerk  pro  tern  to  fill  up 
and  sign  said  Scrip. 
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DOCUMENT  4  -  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  FIRE  WARDEN  CONCERNING 

STOVEPIPES  AND  CHIMNEYS 


October  11, 1841 
EXPLANATION 

The  city’s  charter  of  1837  empowered  it  to  issue  regulations  “to  prevent  the  dangerous 
construction  and  condition  of  chimneys,  fire  places,  hearths,  stoves,  stove  pipes,  ovens, 
boilers,  and  apparatus  used  in  any  building  or  manufactory.”  In  November  of  1835,  a  fire 
warden  was  appointed  for  each  of  four  fire  districts  established  in  the  city.  Their  duties 
included  directing  volunteer  companies  and  bystanders  at  fire  scenes  and  inspecting 
homes  and  businesses  for  potentially  dangerous  fire  producing  conditions.  Most 
dwellings  and  businesses  were  constructed  of  wood. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  the  chief  source  of  fuel  in  Chicago  during  the  winter  months  of  1841? 

What  was  the  job  of  a  fire  warden? 

What  common  occupation  is  suggested  by  the  proposed  regulations  in  this 
communication? 

Considering  this  document,  what  degree  of  anxiety  did  Chicago  citizens  have  regarding 
fires? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  2,  10,  27,  and  50 


22 


DOCUMENT  4  -  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  FIRE  WARDEN  CONCERNING 

STOVEPIPES  AND  CHIMNEYS 


October  11, 1841 


TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicago  Oct  nth  ig4i 


to  the  Honerable 

the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago 

the  fire  Warden  of  the  Second  Ward  would  Respectfully 

Suggest  to  your  honerable  Boddy  the  propriety 

of  an  additional  Ordinance  on  the  Subject  of 

Stove  pipes  Chimneys  &c  Simalar  to  the  following 

Viz  that  no  Stove  pipe  Shall  be  placed  less  than 

3  inches  from  wood  or  other  Combustible  matter 
part  of  a 

and  that  no  a  stove  pipe  Shall  be  hid  from  the  view 

of  the  fire  Warden,  and  no  Stove  pipe  Shall 

Enter  a  Chimney  in  a  garret  unless  there  is 

a  Stair  way  and  Steps  into  the  garett  that 

go 

the  fire  warden  may  a  up  to  Examine  the  pipe 

and  Chimney  —  And  no  Stone  Crock  or  Earthen 

Ware  Shall  be  considered  a  Safeguard  from  fire 

when  around  a  Stove  pipe  unless  the  wood 

or  other  Combustible  matter  is  3  inches  from  said 

Shall  be  built 

pipe  —  And  no  Chimneys  a  without  plastering  the 

flues  —  And  all  flues  Shall  be  Surounded  with 

not  less  than  a  4  inch  wall  (Except  a  petition  between 

two  flues)  And  all  Chimneys  Shall  have  a  Convenient 

place  at  their  bottom  for  taking  Mhe  Sut  —  And  all 

be 

Chimneys  and  Stove  pipes  Shall  a  Swept  or  Cleaned  out 

once  in  5  weeks  in  all  Blocks  of  Buildings  — 

the  above  Suggestions  I  would  Respectfully  Submit 

Jeremiah  Price 
fire  Warden  of  2^  Ward 
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DOCUMENT  5  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  VOCAL  MUSIC  IN  THE 

SCHOOLS 


December  11, 1841 
EXPLANATION 

The  General  Assembly  provided  Chicago  a  school  system  in  February,  1835.  Qualified 
voters  were  to  elect  school  inspectors  who  were  to  lay  out  school  districts,  visit  schools  in 
districts  to  investigate  progress,  certify  teachers,  and  attend  quarterly  examinations  of 
students.  Also  elected  were  three  school  trustees  who  were  to  employ  teachers,  assure  that 
schools  were  free  and  available  to  all  white  children,  levy  school  taxes,  manage  finances, 
and  report  attendance  statistics  to  inspectors.  Although  many  taxpayers  were  opposed  to 
any  frills  in  the  educational  system,  in  December  of  1841  Nelson  Gilbert  was  engaged  to 
teach  the  science  of  music  to  the  city’s  school  population  for  sixteen  dollars  a  month.  By 
March  28,  1842,  he  had  organized  a  choir  which  presented  a  benefit  concert  to 
supplement  Gilbert’s  salary.  Of  Gilbert  one  supporter  wrote: 

To  no  one  individual  is  our  community  more  indebted  than  to  the 
accomplished  and  indefatigable  teacher  of  music,  who  has  conferred  on 
many  of  our  citizens,  and  particularly  on  the  rising  generation,  advantages, 
mental  and  physical,  which  will  last  through  the  entire  period  of  life, 
refining  the  enjoyment  of  time,  and  brightening  many  a  scene  on  the  road 
to  the  tomb. 

In  1840  the  school  population  was  397.  In  January  of  1843  vocal  music  was  dropped 
from  the  curriculum.  This  probably  was  due  to  the  severe  economic  depression  of  the 
time.  It  was  reinstated  as  part  of  the  curriculum  in  1 847. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Which  functions  did  school  inspectors  and  trustees  have? 

Why  would  instruction  in  vocal  music  be  judged  beneficial? 

Why  were  the  mayor  and  aldermen  being  asked  to  consider  this  question? 

How  were  schools  financed  at  this  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  11,  31,  and  42 
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DOCUMENT  5  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  VOCAL  MUSIC  IN  THE 

SCHOOLS 


December  11, 1841 


TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Chicago  in  Common  Council  assem¬ 


bled: 


The  undersigned  Inspectors  of  Common 
Schools  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  also  members 
of  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
respectfully  represent  that  a  meeting  of  the 
Inspectors  and  Trustees  of  Common  Schools 
of  this  city  was  held  at  the  office  of 
William  Jones  Esq.  on  the  10^, ^  day  of  December 
Inst,  in  order  to  ascertain  and  examine  into 
the  propriety  of  introducing  vocal  music 
into  the  common  schools  of  this  city: 

and  that  upon  a  full  consideration  of 
the  subject  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  introduction  of  vocal  music 
under  the  superintendance  of  a  competent 
teacher  into  the  common  schools  of  this 
city  would  be  of  great  importance  and 
tend  much  to  the  improvement  of  the 
Scholars,  and  be  of  great  general  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  Schools: 

We  therefore  respectfully  recom¬ 
mend  the  subject  to  your  Hon.  board,  and 
trust  that  you  will  take  such  action  on 
the  matter  as  its  importance  demands 
DecT  11.  1841 


N.H.  Bolles 
William  Jones 
John  Gray 


Inspectors 


& 

Committee 


H.S.  Rucker 
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DOCUMENT  6  -  LETTER  FROM  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN 


May  12, 1842 
EXPLANATION 

Martin  Van  Buren,  a  Democrat,  served  as  President  of  the  United  States  from  1837 
through  1840.  He  had  been  Andrew  Jackson’s  vice-president  from  1833  through  1836. 
Prior  to  that  he  had  held  several  prominent  political  positions  in  New  York  State.  In  1840 
he  lost  his  bid  for  a  second  term  to  William  H.  Harrison.  In  Chicago  in  1840,  Van  Buren 
received  807  votes  to  Harrison’s  622.  He  was  extremely  popular  with  the  Irish-dominated 
Democrats  of  the  city.  After  his  defeat.  Van  Buren  retired  to  Kinderhook,  New  York, 
where  he  maintained  an  interest  in  politics.  In  1848,  he  reentered  the  national  scene  when 
he  headed  the  Free  Soil  ticket  and  took  enough  votes  from  Lewis  Case,  the  Democrat,  to 
give  Zachary  Taylor,  the  Whig,  the  victory.  In  Chicago  Van  Buren  received  1,543  votes, 
Taylor  had  1,283,  and  Cass  1,016. 

This  document  was  written  from  the  Hermitage  which  was  Andrew  Jackson’s  home  near 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Where  was  the  Hermitage  and  why  was  Van  Buren  there? 

To  where  was  Van  Buren  returning  in  the  East?  By  what  route  was  he  likely  to  travel? 
Why  did  Van  Buren  not  know  his  exact  arrival  time  in  Chicago? 

Why  would  Van  Buren  choose  to  visit  Chicago  in  1842? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  8,  13,  16,  18,  19,  22  and  33 
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DOCUMENT  6  -  LETTER  FROM  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN 

May  12, 1842 

TRANSCRIPTION 


Gentlemen 


Hermitage 
May  12^  1842 


I  have  re(^  at  this  place  your  letter 

inviting  me  in  behalf  oftfife  Common  Council  to  visit 

Chicago  on  my  way  home.  Having  decided  to  return 

I  hope 

by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  it  will,  oe  in  my  power  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  I  beg  you  to  assure  them  that  I  shall  do  so 
with  great  pleasure.  It  is  not  at  this  moment  in  my 
power  to  say  at  what  time  I  shall  be  able  to 
reach  your  City  but  hope  to  do  so  by  the  20^ 
of  June,  at  the  furthest. 

Have  the  goodness  to  make 
to  the  Council  my  sincere  acknowledgments 
for  this  gratifying  mark  of  their  respect,  and 
believe  me  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully 
your  friend  and 
obedient  Sevt 
M.  Van  Buren 


To/ 

John  Calhoun 
Daniel  Ellston 
N.  B.Judd  C.C. 

Committee 
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DOCUMENT  7  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF 

GALENA  RELATING  TO  A  RAILROAD 


May  16, 1843 
EXPLANATION 

Galena,  situated  in  the  northwest  comer  of  Illinois,  had  been  an  important  lead  mining 
center  since  1818.  It  was  in  the  interest  of  both  that  city  and  Chicago  to  have  a  connecting 
railroad  to  facilitate  commerce.  The  Galena  and  Chicago  Railroad  Company  was 
chartered  in  1836,  and  in  the  following  year  a  preliminary  study  was  completed  and 
constmction  began  under  the  direction  of  E.  K.  Hubbard.  In  1839,  Hubbard’s  death  and 
the  economic  depression  triggered  by  the  Panic  of  1837  stopped  the  project.  In  1846,  a 
new  group  of  investors  purchased  the  company  and  by  1848,  ten  miles  of  track  had  been 
laid.  That  year  the  citizens  of  Chicago  saw  “The  Pioneer,”  the  city’s  first  railroad  engine. 
By  1853,  the  line  had  reached  Freeport.  In  late  1864,  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern 
Railway  Company  absorbed  the  line.  The  old  Galena  and  Chicago  had  become  part  of  the 
mammoth  line  which  transported  the  bulk  of  the  nation’s  wheat  harvest  to  Chicago. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Where  is  Galena? 

Why  were  the  two  cities  important  to  each  other  in  1843? 

How  would  farmers  in  northwest  Illinois  benefit  from  such  a  railroad? 

Why  would  railroad  constmction  be  delayed  in  1843? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  8,  16,  29,  38,  and  44 
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DOCUMENT  7  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF 

GALENA  RELATING  TO  A  RAILROAD 


May  16, 1843 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Galena  May  16th  1343 
To 

The  Hon),  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Chicago 

Gentlemen 

I  have  the  honor  of 

being  appointed  a  Committee  by  the  Mayor  &  Aldermen  of 
this  City  in  order  to  open  a  correspondence  with  yourselves 
or  a  Committee  of  your  body  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
concert  of  action  for  the  adoption  of  some  plan  whereby 
the  Stockholders  of  the  Chicago  &  Galena  Union  Rail  Road 
Company  can  be  activated  to  progress  with  an  enterprise 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  future  prosperity  of  both 
Cities  as  that  is  —  Hopeing  to  have  your  cordial  approba¬ 
tion  and  united  action 

I  remain  Gentlemen 
Very  Respectfully 
Your  Obt  Sevt 
R.  F.  Parry 
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DOCUMENT  8  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  MAYOR  OF  BUFFALO 


December  27, 1843 
EXPLANATION 

Chicago’s  location  on  Lake  Michigan  made  it  the  logical  western  terminus  for  steamship 
and  sailing  vessel  routes  from  the  East.  As  the  only  adequate  harbor  on  Lake  Michigan,  it 
was  a  thoroughfare  for  goods  and  immigrants  bound  for  the  interior.  In  1839,  a  regular 
line  of  steamships  between  Chicago  and  Buffalo  made  the  round  trip  in  sixteen  days. 
Buffalo  was  the  western  terminus  for  the  Erie  Canal  which  was  completed  in  1825,  and 
which  connected  Lake  Erie  and  the  Hudson  River  and  thus  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  In  1843, 
705  ships  arrived  in  Chicago.  During  the  following  year  1,243  ships  docked.  The  return 
cargo  was  mainly  agricultural  and  included  wheat,  pork,  beef,  wool,  and  hides.  Thus,  the 
economic  interests  of  Chicago  and  Buffalo  were  tied  closely. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  was  Buffalo  on  such  friendly  terms  with  Chicago? 

In  1843,  how  could  one  get  between  Chicago  and  Buffalo  most  easily? 

In  1843,  how  could  one  transport  goods  between  Buffalo  and  New  York  City? 

What  relationships  would  Detroit  have  had  with  Chicago  and  Buffalo  at  this  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  6,  7,  16,  29,  and  38 
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DOCUMENT  8  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  MAYOR  OF  BUFFALO 


December  27,  1843 


TRANSCRIPTION 


Mayors  office 


Buffalo  Deer  27.  1843. 


Dr  Sir 


In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  I  have  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  you  a  Copy  of  our  City  Charter  and 
ordinances. 

It  is  intended  as  an  expression  on  the  part 
of  the  City  of  Buffalo  of  its  friendship  for  the  City 
of  Chicago,  and  of  a  desire  for  a  lasting  continuance 
of  the  ties  which  cement  every  portion  of  our  happy 
Union- 

With  a  sincere  wish  for  the  contined  prosperity 
of  your  noble  City 


I  have  the  honour  to  be  very  resp= 
ectfully  &  truly  yours  Obi  Ser\^„ 


Jos  G.  Masten 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Buffalo 


1  His  Honour  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Chicago 
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DOCUMENT  9  -  PETITION  FOR  A  FREE  LICENSE  FOR  A  MUSEUM 


November  12, 1844 
EXPLANATION 

In  1844,  Chicago’s  population  was  approximately  8,000.  Amusements  and  pastimes  took 
many  forms.  There  were  horse  races,  shooting  matches,  cricket  games,  bowling,  billiards, 
balls,  cotillion  parties,  church  fairs  and  tea  parties,  balloon  ascensions,  literary  societies, 
public  lectures,  social  clubs,  newspapers,  and  traveling  clowns,  magicians,  humorists,  and 
circuses.  On  holidays,  which  included  the  Fourth  of  July,  May  Day,  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  and  New  Year’s  Day,  celebrations  sometimes  included  fireworks  and  parades. 
The  Chicago  Theater  opened  in  1839.  Taverns  were  plentiful  and  the  city  had  a  few  fine 
restaurants  such  as  the  Lake  House  at  Michigan  and  North  Water  which  offered  printed 
menus,  napkins,  and  a  varied  cuisine.  The  council  granted  the  petitioners  a  free  license. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  did  the  petitioners  believe  that  they  were  entitled  to  a  free  license  for  their  museum? 

Specifically,  which  kinds  of  things  would  you  expect  to  have  been  on  display  at  this 
museum? 

What  could  have  been  “the  necessary  perquisites  to  the  proper  officer  issuing’’  the 
license? 

What  other  amusements  were  available  in  Chicago  in  1 844? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  5,  20,  25,  33,  and  48 
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DOCUMENT  9  -  PETITION  FOR  A  FREE  LICENSE  FOR  A  MUSEUM 


November  12, 1844 
TRANSCRIPTION 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Chicago 
in  council  assembled — The  undersigned  would  respectflily 
represent  to  your  honorable  body  that  they  have  made 
arrangements  to  establish  a  perm^ent  institution  in 
the  city  of  Chicago  for  the  collection  and  exhibition  of  Natural 
and  Artificial  curiosities,  Paintings,  relics  &c  to  be  call^ 
the  “Western  Museum,,  to  be  conducted  on  a  plan  so  far  as  its 
means  &  facilities  will  permit.  Similar  to  museums  of  the 
best  reputation  in  the  country.  And  as  they  believe  the 
existance^in  any  city  of  a  well  conducted  and  permanent 
Museum,  where  the  wonders  of  nature,  the  beauties  of  Art, 
and  the  relics  of  Antiquity  may  be  studied  or  admired, 
forms  a  powerful  auxilliary  to  science,  to  art,  and  to 
literature,  in  fine  mingling  useful  knowledge  with  rational 
entertainment.  The  undersigned  therefore  respectfully  pray 
your  honorable  body  that  in  consideration  of  these  advan= 
tages  to  citizens  and  in  accordance  with  established  prece= 
dent  in  other  cities,  to  grant  them  a  license  for  the  aforesaid 
exhibition  without  fee  or  charge  other  than  the  necessary 
perquisites  to  the  proper  officer  issuing  the  same  —  as 
your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. — 

E  Price 

Signd  S.  Sircomb 

E  W  Hadley 
A  B  Lewis 

Chicago  Nov.  12th,  44 
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DOCUMENT  10  -  REPORT  RELATING  TO  A  NIGHT  WATCH  AND  WATCH 

HOUSE 


April  11, 1845 
EXPLANATION 

By  the  terms  of  the  Town  of  Chicago’s  incorporation  in  1833,  it  had  general  jurisdiction 
over  disorderly  conduct.  It  was  not  until  1835  that  town  trustees  appointed  constables  to 
serve  the  courts  and  maintain  order.  By  1837,  constables  were  authorized  for  each  of  the 
six  wards  established  by  the  charter  of  the  newly  formed  City  of  Chicago.  However,  until 
1841  all  law  enforcement  in  the  cost  conscious  municipality  was  left  to  a  high  constable 
and  two  assistants.  In  1841,  constables  were  abolished  and  a  marshal  was  elected 
annually.  He  appointed  three  assistants.  The  position  of  marshal  was  abolished  in  1847 
and  one  police  constable  for  each  ward  was  elected  annually.  A  separate  night  watch  was 
established  in  1849.  By  1855,  the  council  organized  the  police  force  into  three  districts 
and  employed  eighty  men.  The  separate  night  watch  was  abolished.  In  1 86 1 ,  as  a  reform, 
a  board  of  three  police  commissioners  was  created.  One  each  was  elected  from  the  North, 
South,  and  West  Divisions  for  six  year  terms.  This  removed  the  appointment  of  officers 
from  the  mayor  and  council  who  often  used  the  police  to  further  their  own  interests. 

In  1845,  the  population  of  Chicago  was  12,088.  Only  one  marshal  and  three  assistants 
provided  twenty-four  hour  law  and  order.  Although  this  document  recommends 
supplementing  the  police  force  with  a  night  watch,  the  council  did  not  approve  this 
measure.  Realizing  that  the  police  force  was  inadequate,  many  citizens  hired  private 
guards  to  protect  their  homes  and  businesses. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

How  large  was  Chicago  in  1845? 

What  kind  of  police  force  was  in  place  at  that  time? 

Why  didn’t  the  ordinary  police  system  protect  the  city  at  night  and  why  was  a  separate 
night  watch  recommended? 

Besides  arresting  lawbreakers,  what  was  to  be  the  function  of  a  night  watch? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  2,  4,  25,  26,  28,  31,  34,  36,  and  50 
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DOCUMENT  10  -  REPORT  RELATING  TO  A  NIGHT  WATCH  AND  WATCH 

HOUSE 

April  11, 1845 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  a  night  watch  and  watch 
house  would  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  had  the  matter  under  consideration 
and  would  State,  that  in  their  opinion 
the  increasing  population  of  our  city,  with  the 
jjps^mary  increase  of  property,  renders  it 
very  necessary  that  a  night  watch  should 
be  established  for  the  protection  of  the 
property  of  our  citizens  from  loss,  as  well 
by  fire,  as  dishonest  persons,  and  that  a 
night  watch  cannot  fully  perform  this 
duty  without  a  watchhouse,  for  all  suspicious 
persons  arrested  during  the  night  — 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  as  a 
watch  house  the  room  formed  around  the 
base  of  the  liberty  pole  on  the  Public  Square, 
as  a  proper  place  with  some  small 
improvements  —  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted 
April  11.  1845  — 

Samuel  Grier 
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DOCUMENT  11  -  PETITION  CONCERNING  SCHOOL  TEACHERS’ 

SALARIES 


May  2, 1845 
EXPLANATION 

In  1 842,  the  city  council  passed  a  resolution  allowing  the  employment  of  female  teachers 
in  the  public  schools  but  stipulated  that  they  were  not  to  be  compensated  over  $200  per 
annum.  At  the  same  time  male  teachers  were  receiving  $400  per  annum.  In  1845,  the 
salaries  of  male  teachers  were  increased  to  $500  while  female  teachers  remained  at  $200. 
In  1847,  female  teachers  received  a  $50  raise.  Schools  were  open  forty-eight  weeks  a 
year.  At  this  time  common  laborers  on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  received  $1.00  a 
day  and  carpenters  received  $1.25. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  were  these  teachers  asking  for  a  salary  increase? 

At  this  time  did  male  teachers  receive  more  salary  than  female  teachers?;  and  if  so,  why? 
What  does  per  annum  mean? 

What  were  classrooms  like  at  this  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  5,  31,  and  42 
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DOCUMENT  11  -  PETITION  CONCERNING  SCHOOL  TEACHERS’ 

SALARIES 


May  2, 1845 

TRANSCRIPTION 

To  the  Honorable,  The  Mayor  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago. 

The  under  signed  Teachers  in  the  Common 
Schools  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  would 
respectfully  state  that  during  the  time 
they  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  City, 

(one  for  nearly  five  years,  the  other  for 

two  years)  they  have  devoted  their  whole 

time  and  attention  to  their  duties  as 

Teachers,  and  to  their  improvement 

in  their  vocation:  that  their  duties 

are  responsible  and  arduous,  and 

they  believe  they  have  discharged  them 

to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of 

Inspectors,  under  whose  immediate 

supervision  they  have  acted — :  and  also 

have  met  with  the  approbation  of 

the  parents,  whose  children  have  been 

placed  under  their  care.  The 

under  signed  would  respectfully  suggest 

to  your  Honorable  Board,  that  the 

salary  fixed  for  Teachers  ($400  per  annum) 

is  insufficient  for  the  support  of  those 

who  are  competent  to  teach;  that  they 

are  not  as  well  paid  as  most  persons 

engaged  in  mercantile  and  mechanical  em- 

-ployment,  who  have  little  responsibility  resting 

upon  them,  and  whose  duties  are  less  arduous  than 

those  of  the  Teachers  —  that  in  justice  to  the 

Cause  of  Education,  Teachers  of  your  Common 

Schools  should  be  respectfully  rewarded 

if  not  well  paid  for  their  services,  and  would 

therefore  request  your  consideration  to  the  subject 

of  an  addition  to  the  salary  of  the 

under  signed 

A.  D.  Sturtevant 

A.  G.  Wilder 
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DOCUMENT  12  -  PETITION  RELATING  TO  GEESE  RUNNING  AT  LARGE 


August  29,  1845 
EXPLANATION 

In  1845,  Chicago  streets  were  muddy  and  filthy.  Deposited  on  them  were  decaying 
vegetable  and  animal  matter.  There  was  inadequate  drainage  and  to  this  were  added  slops 
from  houses  and  manure  from  bams.  Dead  horses  and  cattle  were  piled  up  along  the 
lakeshore.  Dogs,  hogs,  cattle,  and  geese  ran  at  large  plundering  grain  from  wagons  and 
any  other  available  food.  They  too  fouled  the  streets.  Combined  conditions  produced  a 
terrible  stench  and  a  serious  health  hazard. 

This  petition  resulted  in  an  amendment  to  a  city  ordinance  prohibiting  sheep,  swine,  and 
other  animals  from  miming  at  large.  Geese  were  added  to  the  list  and  if  the  pound  keeper 
captured  one  the  owner  had  to  pay  a  twelve  and  a  half  cent  fine  plus  the  keeper’s  fees  for 
the  animal’s  return. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  were  Chicago  streets  and  sidewalks  like  at  this  time? 

What  was  the  attitude  of  the  petitioners  toward  the  problem? 

What  problems  could  have  resulted  from  conditions  on  the  streets  and  sidewalks? 

What  were  the  streets  of  New  York  City  like  at  this  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  14,  15,  17,  21,  30,  31,  32,  and  41 
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DOCUMENT  12  -  PETITION  RELATING  TO  GEESE  RUNNING  AT  LARGE 


August  29, 1845 


TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Members  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago.  Ill 


As  you 


have  begun  the  good  work  of  removing  Nuisan 
ces  We  would  call  your  attention  to  what 
your  Petitioners  consider  one  of  the  greatest 
We  find  of  late  a  number  of  Flocks  of 
Geese  parading  the  Streets  and  using  espec¬ 
ially  the  sidewalks  for  a  common  Highway 

And,  as  the  old  Proverb  hold,  true  That  they  eat 
all  before  them  and  poison  all  behind  them  & 
moreover  are  the  Nastiest  of  all  Creatures 

We  would  pray  your  Honorable  Body  that  they 
receive  fi-om  your  hands  no  Quarters,  but 
that  you  dispose  of  them  in  a  summary 
manner  And  as  in  duty  bound,  we  with 
all  good  Citizens  will  ever  pray  till  said 
Nuisances  be  removd. 


B  F  Hadduck 


Ephraim  C.  Stowell 
E.A.  Hadduck 
C  Beers 
S.B.  Cobb 


A.  Blaikie 
S  Wadhums 
D  E  Eddy 
Thomas  Sherry 


J.  Beecher 


L.G.  Tuttle 


C.  Drake 


E  Bowen 


A  L  Jacobus 


J.A.  Smith 
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DOCUMENT  13  -  RESOLUTION  CONCERNING  A  FLAG  FOR  THE  CHICAGO 

INVINCIBLES 


May  12, 1846 
EXPLANATION 

On  May  11,  1846,  James  K.  Polk,  the  aggressive  Democratic  President,  sent  a  message  to 
Congress  requesting  a  declaration  of  war  against  Mexico  and  on  May  13,  by  a  vote  of  40 
to  2  in  the  Senate  and  174  to  14  in  the  House,  Congress  declared  war.  Polk  issued  a  call 
for  50,000  volunteers.  From  Cook  County  790  were  inducted  of  which  not  more  than  500 
returned.  From  Illinois  approximately  6,000  signed  up.  Illinois  troops  saw  heavy  duty  in 
this  campaign  of  conquest.  The  war  was  won  quickly  and  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe- 
Hidalgo  was  signed  on  February  2,  1848. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  might  Chicago  citizens  have  supported  or  opposed  the  Mexican  War? 

What  became  of  the  Chicago  Invincibles? 

What  kind  of  flag  would  have  been  presented  the  Invincibles? 

How  did  Illinois  congressmen  vote  on  the  war  declaration  and  why? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  6,  18,  19,  22,  and  33 
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DOCUMENT  13  -  RESOLUTION  CONCERNING  A  FLAG  FOR  THE  CHICAGO 

INVINCIBLES 

May  12, 1846 
TRANSCRIPTION 

Whereas  the  Hon  Augustus  Garrett  has  raised 
a  company  of  volunteers  in  this  City,  called 
the  “Chicago  Invincibles”,  to  be  attached  to  the  forces 
called  into  the  field  by  the  President,  and  has 
clothed  the  same  at  his  own  expense  — 
and  in  view  of  his  patriotic  exertions  in  aiding 
in  procuring  clothing  for  other  companies  raised 
in  this  city  —  therefore  be  it 
Resolved  — 

That  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Chicago,  present,  through  the  Mayor, 
an  appropriate  flag  to  the  Chicago  Invincibles, 
and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  procure  the  same. 

That  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  be  authorized 
to  draw  an  order  upon  the  City  Treasurer  to 
defray  the  expense  — 
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DOCUMENT  14  -  PETITION  FOR  APPOINTMENT  AS  CITY  SCAVENGER 


April  23,  1847 
EXPLANATION 

On  March  8,  1847,  Mayor  James  Curtiss  declared  in  his  inaugural  address,  “Every  year 
the  condition  of  a  portion  of  the  streets  and  alleys  has  been  alike  disgraceful  to  the 
character  of  the  city,  and  detrimental  to  the  health  of  its  inhabitants.”  At  this  time 
Chicago  was  approaching  17,000  in  population.  It  had  no  systematic  method  for  the 
disposal  of  garbage.  By  local  ordinance  vegetable  and  animal  matter  was  to  be 
transported  outside  the  city  limits  but  no  public  system  was  set  up  for  that  purpose. 
Consequently,  the  garbage  was  deposited  in  the  streets  and  alleys.  Beginning  in  1 847, 
substantial  steps  were  gradually  taken  to  improve  the  city’s  health.  On  April  30,  the  city 
council  appointed  the  city’s  first  scavenger  or  garbage  collector. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  had  laws  regarding  garbage  disposal  been  violated? 

What  problems  could  cattle  and  hogs  cause  “citizens  and  countrymen  with  produce”? 
How  was  John  Ludby  proposing  to  collect  garbage? 

How  was  Ludby  expecting  to  be  compensated  for  his  trouble?  Why? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  12,  15,  17,  21,  30,  31,  32,  and  41 
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DOCUMENT  14  -  PETITION  FOR  APPOINTMENT  AS  CITY  SCAVENGER 


April  23,  1847 
TRANSCRIPTION 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council  Assembled 
Your  Petitioner  actuated  in  behalf  of  Public  good  as  well  as 
Private  begs  to  call  Your  Honorable  attention  to  certain  evils 
which  manyJPlTfld  Citicens  labor  under  in  not  fiilly  complying 
with  a  certain  City  Ordinance,  (viz)  That  which  relates  to  throwing 
or  depositing  in  the  Streets  any  Vegetable  or  Animal  Matter 
The  above  law  without  other  Provisions  is  rendered  neugatorry  J)))! 
as  house  keepers  cannot  or  will  not  take  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  sending  dayly  their  refuse  or  Swill  out  of  the  City  concequently 
of  necessity  Law  is  violated 

There  is  also  another  evil  arising  from  the  above  violation  of 
Law  (viz)  alurements  for  Cattle  &  Hogs  or  by  owners  driveing  them 
to  be  fed  in  the  Streets  to  the  great  anoyance  of  Citicens  &  Country- 
-men  with  produce. 

Therefore  Your  Petioner  would  beg  of  Your  Honorable  Body  to  take 
into  consideration  the  following  remedy  for  the  existing  evil. 

That  A  Bell  Man  or  Men  with  Carts  or  Waggons  who  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  direction  of  Street  Commissioners  or  City  Marshall 
for  all  necessary  information  appertaining  to  time,  and 
Streets  for  collecting.  Also  that  Citicens  may  be  in  due  time 
aprised  of  the  aproach  of  the  Cart  or  Waggon  by  the  Bell  & 
to  receive  from  whosoever  shall  hand  or  convey  into  the  aforesaid 
Cart  or  Waggon  any  Vegetable  or  Animal  Matter. 

Your  Petionerer  would  also  suggest  to  Your  honorable  body 
that  He  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  collecting  or  receiving 
the  aforesaid  collections  at  some  convenint  distance  and  alowing 
the  worth  thereof  or  as  Your  honorable  body  may  judiciously 
determine  I  will  be  happy  to  conform  and  will  be  ever 
bound  in  high  respect  for  the  favour  recvd. 

John  Ludby 

Chicago  April  23,  1 847 
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DOCUMENT  15  -  ORDINANCE  TO  PREVENT  FILTH  FROM  ENTERING  THE 

WATER  SUPPLY 


June  9, 1848 
EXPLANATION 

In  1836,  the  state  legislature  issued  a  charter  to  the  Chicago  Hydraulic  Company  allowing 
it  to  supply  water  to  the  town.  This  was  done  without  the  permission  of  the  town’s 
trustees.  By  the  spring  of  1842,  the  company’s  mains  covered  a  large  portion  of  the  city 
and  hydrants  were  available  for  the  use  of  the  city’s  fire  companies.  Water  was  pumped 
from  the  lake  by  steam  powered  engines  into  two  large  reservoirs.  From  the  reservoirs  it 
flowed  into  wooden  pipes  which  lay  in  the  streets.  Rates  for  private  homes  with  no  more 
than  five  inhabitants  were  $10  a  year  while  taverns  and  hotels  were  charged  between  $50 
and  $200.  The  city  purchased  the  company  in  1855,  and  introduced  various 
improvements  including  construction  of  the  Water  Tower  and  Water  Works,  extension  of 
the  intake  valve  two  miles  out  into  Lake  Michigan,  and  addition  of  more  efficient  filters 
(1869).  Before  these  improvements  were  introduced  the  water  piped  into  homes  and 
businesses  contained  small  fish,  newts,  and  accumulations  from  slaughterhouses, 
tanneries,  distilleries,  and  glue  factories.  Many  households  in  the  city  did  not  have 
plumbing  and  relied  on  well  water.  As  part  of  the  effort  to  cleanse  the  water  supply,  the 
flow  of  the  Chicago  River  was  reversed  in  1871  to  carry  its  pollution  south. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  the  Chicago  Hydraulic  Company? 

Why  was  an  ordinance  passed  to  prohibit  washing  animals  between  the  Hydraulic  Works 
and  the  South  Pier? 

Which  kinds  of  pollutants  could  have  been  found  in  Chicago’s  water  supply  in  1848? 
How  was  drinking  water  purified  at  that  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  2,  12,  14,  17,  21,  30,  31,  32,  and  41 
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DOCUMENT  15  -  ORDINANCE  TO  PREVENT  FILTH  FROM  ENTERING  THE 

WATER  SUPPLY 

June  9, 1848 
TRANSCRIPTION 

An  Ordinance,  to  prevent  filth  from  entering 
into  the  ft^aiautTL  Works  of  the  Chicago 
Hydraulic  Company  from  Lake  Michigan 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  Chicago  that  no  person  or 

or  swim 

persons  shall  hereafter  drive  ^r  lead^  any 
horse,  or  horses,  or  other  animal  into 
Lake  Michigan  at  the  East  end  of 
Lake  Street,  in  said  city  (or  between  the 
Hydraulic  Works  of  said  Company,  and 
the  South  Pier,  for  the  purpose  of  washing 
or  cleaning  said  horse  or  horses  or  other 
animal. — ^Nor  shall  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons  wash  or  clean  any  carriage  or 
^htl  vehicle  whatever,  within  said 
limits,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done 

Any  person,  who  shall  violate 
any  provision  of  the  foregoing  ordinance 
shall  forfeit  to  the  City  of  Chicago  the  penalty 
of  Ten  dollars,  to  be  collected  before 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Court  having 
Jurisdiction  there  of: 

Passed  June  9^^  James  H.  Woodworth 

1 848  Mayor 

Attest  S.  Abell 
Clerk 
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DOCUMENT  16  -  COMMUNICATION  REGARDING  THE  CHICAGO 

HARBOR 


March  30, 1849 
EXPLANATION 

In  1832,  the  federal  government  began  construction  of  a  lighthouse  at  Chicago  and  in  the 
following  year  it  appropriated  $25,000  to  improve  the  harbor.  The  major  problem  was  the 
accumulation  of  sandbars  at  the  junction  of  the  Chicago  River  and  Lake  Michigan.  By 
1835,  Chicago  was  the  leading  port  in  the  West  and  in  1842  private  funds  were  used  to 
dredge  the  harbor  entrance.  In  1843  and  1844,  Congress  appropriated  a  total  of  $55,000 
for  harbor  improvements.  The  north  pier  was  extended  to  a  length  of  3,900  feet.  To  help 
prevent  the  formation  of  sandbars,  the  eastern  portion  was  constructed  in  an  arc  extending 
twenty-five  degrees  to  the  north  and  then  back  to  the  original  line.  A  lighthouse  of  pine 
timber  was  placed  at  the  east  end.  The  harbor  also  was  dredged.  This  work  was  done 
under  the  supervision  of  Captain  George  B.  McClellan.  In  1846,  by  an  act  of  the  United 
States  Congress,  Chicago  Harbor  was  made  a  port  of  entry  to  accommodate  trade  with 
Canada  by  way  of  Lake  Ontario.  In  the  same  year  it  again  was  blocked  by  sandbars 
causing  larger  ships  to  anchor  outside  the  harbor  and  to  transport  their  cargoes  to  the  city 
by  smaller  vessels.  That  year  President  James  K.  Polk  vetoed  a  bill  appropriating  funds 
for  Chicago  Harbor  and  other  Lake  Michigan  improvements.  The  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal  connecting  the  Illinois  River  and  Lake  Michigan  at  Chicago  was  nearing 
completion  and  it  was  feared  that  the  canal  would  be  rendered  almost  useless  without  a 
clear  harbor  for  passage  through  to  the  lake.  Polk’s  veto  outraged  many  in  the  West.  The 
Chicago  Daily  Journal  charged  him  with  deliberately  neglecting  the  region  in  order  to 
promote  war  with  Mexico.  In  1847,  the  city  hosted  a  River  and  Harbor  Convention  which 
attracted  20,000  persons  who  had  economic  interests  in  the  Upper  Midwest.  This  was  one 
of  the  largest  assemblages  to  that  time  in  American  history  to  deliberate  an  issue.  In  the 
end  the  city  itself  was  forced  to  make  continuous  appropriations  to  dredge  the  harbor.  In 
1 859,  the  federal  government  did  make  an  appropriation  of  $87,000  for  improvements. 
The  city  created  the  position  of  harbor  master  in  1848,  and  in  1861,  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  was  established  with  responsibility  for  the  harbor.  The  city  spent  $120,500  for 
dredging  in  1871  alone. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  were  soundings? 

What  was  the  problem  with  the  harbor  and  what  was  the  proposed  solution? 

A  River  and  Harbor  Convention  was  held  in  Chicago  in  1847.  Why  was  it  held? 

Why  did  sandbars  accumulate  in  the  Chicago  Harbor? 

SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  6,  7,  8,  29,  and  38 
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DOCUMENT  16  -  COMMUNICATION  REGARDING  THE  CHICAGO 


HARBOR 


March  30,  1849 


TRANSCRIPTION 


Memorandum  of  Soundings  taken  March  29^  1 849 

The  above  is  a  rough  sketch  of  the  present  state  of  Chicago 
Harbor  —  the  principal  obstruction  to  the  navigation  for 


the 

vessels  entenng  the  Harbor  appears  to  be  ^  narrow  bar  at 


the  end  of  the  North  pier,  a  channel  thro’  which,  could 
be  made 

Aby  seven  or  eight  days  work  of  the  steam  Dredge  —  there  are 
but  two  sand  scows  both  in  a  damaged  condition,  one  of  which 
is  a  shore  on  the  south  side  of  the  south  pier,  the  other  is  full  of 
water  &  made  fast  inside  of  the  South  pier  —  two  more 
of  the  Sand  Scows  are,  I  understand  ashore  at  the  Calumet 
which  could  be  hauled  out  there  &  repaired  &  towed  into  this 
Harbor  —  these  four  Scows  if  repaired  would  be  sufficient 
to  work  the  Dredge  at  the  mouth  of  the  Harbor,  as  the 
sand  would  have  to  be  carried  only  a  short  distance. 


Chicago- 
March  30t  1849 


WP  Gamble 


H.  R.  Payson  Esq 
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DOCUMENT  17  -  PHYSICIAN’S  CHOLERA  REPORT 


June  3, 1849 
EXPLANATION 

The  city’s  charter  of  1837  empowered  it  to  create  a  Board  of  Health  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  disease.  In  the  1830s  and  1840s,  crudely  built  sluices  carried  off  the  worst  of  the 
surface  water  from  the  streets  but  they  were  still  in  a  disgusting  state.  The  water  supply 
often  was  contaminated  by  human  and  animal  waste.  As  a  result  there  were  outbreaks  of 
disease.  Major  cholera  epidemics  occurred  in  1849,  1854,  and  1866.  Other  common 
diseases  at  this  time  included  erysipelas,  smallpox,  typhoid,  pulmonary  disorders, 
whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever,  and  measles.  Better  public  health  was  not  instituted  until 
the  late  1860s.  Chicago’s  population  in  1849  was  approximately  23,000. 

In  1 850,  over  half  the  city’s  citizens  were  foreign-bom.  Of  these  the  largest  group  were 
Irish.  They  were  6,076  in  number  and  represented  over  twenty  percent  of  the  overall 
population  and  thirty-nine  percent  of  all  foreigners  in  the  city.  The  Irish  had  come  to  this 
country  to  escape  political  oppression  and  famine  at  home.  Most  were  unskilled  and  lived 
in  crowded  and  unsanitary  shanties.  These  were  largely  located  in  the  North  Division  and 
in  Bridgeport,  which  was  the  slaughterhouse  district  along  the  line  of  the  canal.  With 
street  grades  changing  and  the  composition  of  neighborhoods  rapidly  evolving,  it  was 
common  practice  to  move  entire  buildings  on  wooden  rollers  during  this  period. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  the  nationality  of  Edward  Walin? 

What  was  his  occupation  and  what  were  his  living  conditions? 

Why  would  Walin  come  to  the  United  States  to  live  under  these  conditions? 

What  was  the  cause  of  death  and  what  form  of  treatment  did  he  receive? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  12,  14,  15,  21,  23,  24,  30,  31,  41,  and  44 


48 


SYMPTOMS 


DOCUMENT  17  -  PHYSICIAN’S  CHOLERA  REPORT 


June  3, 1849 

TRANSCRIPTION 


Date  3^  June 
Nation, 

Location, 

Occupation, 

Habits, 

Diarrhoea, 

How  long  standing. 
Vomiting,  character  of. 
Cramps,  where. 

Purging,  character  of. 
Intellectual  State, 

State  of  skin  and  extremities. 
State  of  other  secretions. 


PHYSICIANS’  REPORT. 

No.  2  of  Deaths 

Name,  Edward  Walin  Age,  40 

Irish 

Wolcott  street  North  Division 
Laborer,  at  House  moving 
Rather  intemperate 

Present.  &  Profuse 


Sex,  male 


Twelve  hours 
Present.  Fluid 

Present.  Abdomen  &  Extremities 
Rice  Water  &  Profuse 
Dull,  with  tendency  to  Coma 
Cold  &  Clammy,  Profuse  perspiration 
No  secretion  from  Kidneys  or  salivary  glands 
Pulse  weak  &  entirely  absent  at  times 
Treatment,  Sulpher  &  Charcoal  3  grs.  Calomel  10  grs.  Quinine  5  grs. 

opium  1  gr.  Mix.  Repeated  every  3  hours 

Mustard  to  extremities  and  abdomen 
All  the  external  heat  possible  applied 
to  extremities. 

Result,  Death.  12l  hours  after  the  premonitory  sympt 

and  six  hours  after  the  first  med  was  given 
Remarks 

This  patient  had  been  laboring  hard  in  the  open 

air  till  1 2  oclock  at  night  previous  to  the 

attack  at  2  in  the  morning.  Was  probably 

intemperate.  Lived  in  a  garret  into  which 

5  or  6  others  were  crowded.  Died  in  the  opinion 

of  the  undersigned  on  act  of  neglect  in  Calling  med  aid. 

W.  B.  Herrick  M.D. 
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DOCUMENT  18  -  PETITION  FOR  FREDERICK  DOUGLASS’S  USE  OF  CITY 

HALL 


July  12, 1849 
EXPLANATION 

In  the  1840s  and  1850s,  the  issue  of  slavery  was  as  explosive  in  Chicago  as  it  was  across 
the  country.  While  most  citizens  opposed  the  institution,  many  white  unskilled  laborers 
feared  the  competition  that  an  influx  of  a  free  black  workforce  could  afford.  Although  the 
majority  of  Chicago  citizens  opposed  slavery,  very  few  believed  that  blacks  deserved 
equality.  Blacks  were  not  allowed  to  testify  against  whites  in  courts  and  were  segregated 
in  many  public  facilities.  Chicago  was  a  depot  for  the  Underground  Railroad,  and  in  1850 
there  were  323  black  residents  in  the  city  of  28,269.  Most  lived  in  the  South  Division 
near  small  Methodist  and  Baptist  churches  which  served  the  “railroad.” 

Frederick  Douglass  was  the  most  famous  black  American  of  his  era.  After  escaping  from 
slavery  in  1838,  he  was  employed  by  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  as  a  lecturer.  He 
and  Charles  Lenox  Remond  (spelled  “RoMonde”  in  the  document),  advocates  of  black 
freedom  and  equality,  were  two  of  very  few  black  men  to  hold  high  office  in  William 
Lloyd  Garrison’s  Society. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Who  were  Frederick  Douglass  and  Charles  Remond  (RoMonde)? 

How  many  blacks  as  opposed  to  whites  were  in  Chicago  at  this  time? 

How  did  Chicago  citizens  feel  about  slavery  in  1 849? 

How  did  they  feel  about  black  equality? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  6,  13,  19,  22,  23,  33,  and  42 
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DOCUMENT  18  -  PETITION  FOR  FREDERICK  DOUGLASS’S  USE  OF  CITY 

HALL 


July  12, 1849 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicago  July  12,  1849 

To  the  Mayor  of  Chicago  and  the  City  Council 
We  the  undersigned  having  heard  that  the 
well  known  and  successful  advocates  of  Afri¬ 
can  freedom  and  human  rights,  Fredrick 
Douglas  and  C.  T.  RoMonde  are  soon  to  vis¬ 
it  our  city  feel  under  obligations  to  aid 
their  cause  by  offering  them  the  most  con¬ 
venient  lecture  room  at  our  command — 
and  therefore  pray  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council  to  grant  them  the  use  of  the 


City  Hall  on  the  evenings  of  July  12-13-14  &  15 


Philip  Maxwell 

J  B  Doggett 

J,  Young  Scammon 

T  A  Stewart 

E.  Blackman 

Jno  L  Scripps 

Aaron  Gibbs 

0.  J.  Rose 

W.  H.  Brown 

W  H  Adams 

Robt.  Malcom 

J.W.  Hooker 

A  Clyboum 

W™  Osborn 

Elija  Smith 

F.V.  Pitney 

Jas  McClellan  Jr. 

J  R  Thomas 

Ira  Reynolds 

F  Scammon 

Daniel  Brainard 

E  B  Hulbert 

Jno.  Evans 

George  Anderson 

[A  C  Cargill] 

J  M  Vanosdel 

N  B  Judd 

Sam  Hoard 

F.  Newhall 

Jno.  H.  Kinzie 

Thomas  Church 

E.M.  Jones 

J  M  Edwards 

Alfred  Cowly 
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DOCUMENT  19  -  RESOLUTION  REGARDING  THE  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  ACT 


November  29,  1850 
EXPLANATION 

The  Compromise  of  1850,  sponsored  by  Henry  Clay,  balanced  sectional  conflicts.  The 
package  admitted  California  as  a  free  state,  fixed  the  western  boundary  of  Texas  at  the 
103rd  meridian,  created  the  territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Utah  and  provided  for  their 
citizens  to  decide  the  slave  question  at  the  time  they  became  states,  prohibited  slave 
trading  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  provided  strict  fugitive  slave  laws.  Many 
northern  cities  and  states  were  outraged  by  the  compromise  and  were  particularly  upset 
by  the  fugitive  slave  laws.  In  October  the  Chicago  City  Council  met  and  denounced  the 
fugitive  slave  laws  as  violations  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  right  to  trial  by  jury 
and  passed  a  resolution  of  noncompliance.  Stephen  Douglas  had  just  returned  to  his  home 
in  Chicago  from  Washington  where  he  had  been  one  of  the  strongest  backers  of  the 
compromise.  The  next  evening  before  a  special  meeting  of  the  council,  Douglas  gave  a 
brilliant  three-and-a-half-hour  defense  of  his  position  and  he  totally  won  over  the  crowd 
and  the  council  which  forthwith  passed  resolutions  supporting  fugitive  slave  laws. 
However,  the  magic  of  Douglas’s  oratory  waned  in  his  absence  and  the  council  again 
reversed  itself  on  November  29. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  the  “Fugitive  Slave  Act”  to  which  this  document  refers?  Was  it  connected  to 
other  legislation? 

Why  would  the  city  council  have  passed  such  a  resolution? 

What  kind  of  retaliation  did  the  council  fear? 

By  which  means  could  a  fugitive  slave  have  reached  Chicago? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  6,  13,  18,  22,  23,  33,  and  42 
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DOCUMENT  19  -  RESOLUTION  REGARDING  THE  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  ACT 


November  29, 1850 
TRANSCRIPTION 

Whereas  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act,  recently  passed  by  Congress,  is  re= 
volting  to  our  moral  sense,  and  an  outrage  upon  our  feelings  of  jus= 
tice  and  humanity,  because  it  desregards  all  the  securities  which  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  have  thrown  around  personal  liberties,  and 
its  direct  tendency  is  to  alienate  the  people  from  their  love  and  reve= 
rence  for  the  Government  and  Institutions  of  our  Country  —  therefore; 

Resolved,  That  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  solemn= 

ly  adjudged  that  State  Officers  are  under  no  obligations  to 

fulfil  duties  imposed  upon  them,  as  such  Officers,  by  any 

Act  of  Congress,  we  do  not  therefore  consider  it  a  part  of  our 

duty,  or  the  duty  of  the  City  Officers  of  the  City  of  Chicago, 

to  aid  or  assist  in  the  arrest  of  fugitives  from  oppression; — 

and  by  withholding  such  aid  or  assisstance  we  do  not  believe 

will 

that  our  “Harbour  appropriations  would  be  withheld,”  “our 

that,, 

Rail  Roads  injured,”N^  “our  Commerce  destroyed” —  or  “treason 
would  be  committed  against  our  Government.” 
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DOCUMENT  20  -  PETITION  FOR  A  LICENSE  TO  EXHIBIT  A  PANORAMA 

OF  THE  OVERLAND  ROUTE  TO  CALIFORNIA 


March  27,  1851 
EXPLANATION 

California  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  1848  as  part  of  the  spoils  of  the  war  with 
Mexico.  In  that  year  gold  was  first  discovered  and  by  February  of  1849  the  rush  was  on. 
Chicago  was  a  stopover  for  many  who  were  on  their  way  to  the  fields  by  way  of  the 
overland  route.  This  route  was  dangerous  as  it  stretched  across  the  unsettled  plains  and 
over  mountains.  Disease,  starvation,  and  hostile  Indians  were  the  chief  threats.  In  1850, 
the  only  railroad  in  the  whole  Midwest  consisted  of  a  few  miles  laid  out  from  Chicago. 
The  transcontinental  railroad  was  not  completed  until  1 869.  Alternate  routes  from  the 
East  Coast  were  1)  by  ship  around  Tierra  del  Fuego  to  San  Francisco,  and  2)  by  ship  to 
Panama,  railroad  across  the  isthmus,  continuation  by  ship  to  San  Francisco.  The  former 
took  three  months  and  the  latter,  five  weeks  or  less.  Those  who  chose  the  isthmus 
crossing  risked  yellow  fever. 

A  license  was  granted  the  petitioner,  D.  Whitney,  for  five  dollars  a  day. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  would  a  trip  overland  from  Chicago  to  San  Francisco  have  been  like  in  1851? 

Other  than  the  overland  route,  by  what  means  could  one  have  reached  California  fi-om  the 
East  Coast? 

In  which  other  cities  in  the  West  might  this  panorama  have  been  exhibited? 

How  much  could  Mr.  Wilkins  have  truly  known  about  the  overland  route  to  California  in 
1851? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  8,  9,  13,  18,  19,  and  33 
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DOCUMENT  20  -  PETITION  FOR  A  LICENSE  TO  EXHIBIT  A  PANORAMA 

OF  THE  OVERLAND  ROUTE  TO  CALIFORNIA 

March  27,  1851 

TRANSCRIPTION 

To  the  Mayor  &  Council  ) 
of  the  City  of  Chicago  j 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Hunt 
and  Company  desire  the  privlege  of  Exibiting 
in  your  City  the  ensuing  week  Mr.  Wilkins 
Panarama  of  the  Overland  Rout  To  California. 

I  am  told  that  your  Charter  gives  you  the 
right  to  tax  such  exhibitions.  I  therefore,  in 
behalf  of  said  Company,  make  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  pimc  privlege  of  said  exhibition 
It  has  been  Stated  by  one  of  your  former  members 
that  the  whole  matter  is  optionarry  with  your 
Body;  also  that  in  some  instances  when  you 
have  been  satisfied  that  the  exhibition  is  one 
of  great  public  utility,  that  you  have  waved 
all  tax  —  You  will  then,  suffer,  me  to  say 
that  ours  is  one  which  can  not  be  sur- 
-passed  in  this  respect,  by  any  one  ever  ex- 
-hibited  in  the  country,  as  the  sequel  will 
prove  —  We  should  be  glad  to  hear  the 
result  immediately,  as  we  have  not  yet 
secured  a  Hall  for  exhibition,  but  wish 
to  do  so  to  night 

Very  Respectfully  Yours 
D.  Whitney 
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DOCUMENT  21  -  COMMUNICATION  REGARDING  MR.  KEITH’S  HOG  PEN 


July  25,1851 
EXPLANATION 

The  following  communication,  dated  July  11, 
reproduced  document: 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Council  of  the 
City  of  Chicago  -  It  is  respectfully  represented- 

That  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ninth  ward-especially 
near  the  South  East  comer  of  it,  has  for  years  been 
annoyed  and  injured  by  the  most  annoying  and  disgusting 
effluence  arising  from  feeding  of  pigs,  etc.  at  the 
distillery,  etc.,  that  when  the  wind  is  easterly  the 
stench  is  so  intolerable  that  the  windows  have  to  be 
shut  down  however  warm  and  that  when  the  air  is 
calm  the  same  noxious  impurities  are  generating 
and  permeating  the  surrounding  atmosphere  making 
it  a  hotbed  of  disease- 

That  from  an  abstract  of  the  sanatory  report  of 
Great  Britain  just  published,  (and  amply  confirmed  every 
where)  it  is  found- 

1 .  That  the  mortality  varies  in  different  districts 
from  1  in  27  to  1  in  65  yearly  of  the  population 

2.  That  every  where  we  can  trace  the  forms  of 
disease  caused  by  atmospheric  impurities  -  damp 
and  filth,  etc.,  just  as  surely  as  such  conditions  prevail 

3.  That  the  frequency  and  intensity  of  such  diseases  as 


1841,  was  found  in  the  same  file  as  was  the 

cholera  fever,  etc.,  can  be  abated,  by  means  of  drain¬ 
age  proper  cleansing  and  diminishing  atmospheric  im¬ 
purity-  etc.,  where  the  removal  of  the  noxious  agencies 
appears  to  be  complete  -  such  diseases  almost  entirely 
disappear. 

That  the  neighbourhood  for  years  has  been 
annoyed  and  injured  and  always  some  new  dodge 
proposed  to  make  the  stench  less  unpleasant  -  or  the 
fine  imposed  has  been  paid  -  but  for  all  these  the 
stench  is  just  as  bad  as  before,  the  district 
which,  from  its  dry  sandy  soil,  ought  to  be  the 
healthiest,  has  been  early  affected  with  cholera. 

We  therefore  beg  to  call  your  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  this  matter-that  the  nuisance  may 
be  abated,  and  the  saturated  locality  purified, 
and  any  further  experiments  how  to  keep  swine 
without  filth  stench  tried  elsewhere  -  as  fines 
do  not  remove  the  stench  and  nothing  short  of 
abating  the  cause  can  cure  the  consequences. 

July  11,  1841 

(signed  by  sixteen  petitioners) 


POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Can  you  trace  the  path  of  the  hog  dung  in  relation  to  the  city’s  drinking  water? 
What  were  the  duties  of  a  health  officer? 

What  was  the  central  problem  presented  by  this  document? 

Which  kinds  of  zoning  laws  did  Chicago  have  at  this  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  12,  14,  15,  17,  30,  31,  32,  and  41 
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DOCUMENT  21  -  COMMUNICATION  REGARDING  MR.  KEITH’S  HOG  PEN 


July  25, 1851 

TRANSCRIPTION 

To  the  Honl  the  Mayor  &  Aldermen  City 
of  Chicago  in  Common  Council  assembled 
The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Sundry  Citizens  of  the  North 
divission  of  the  city  in  relation  to  the  “Hog 
Pen  of  Mr.  Keith”  begs  leave  to  offer  the 
following  report  —  that  he  has  under 
the  order  of  the  board  of  Health,  &  subsequently 
of  the  Common  Council,  prosecuted  Mr 
Keith  in  three  suits  two  of  which 
resulted  in  favor  of  the  City  &  one  against 
it —  The  undersigned  further  states  that 
the  “Hog  Pen”  continues.  &  the  dung  is 
still  conducted  into  the  waters  of  the  Chicago 
River  contrary  to  the  Health  ordinance. 

Although  the  proprietor  of  the  Establishment 
has  done  all  that  can  properly  be  done 
to  make  a  “Hog  Pen”  a  sweet  smelling 
place  yet,  it  is  still  bitterly  complained 
of  by  persons  living  within  its  vicinity 
The  undersigned  asks  further  to 
be  instructed  in  this  matter 

All  of  which  is  respectfully 
Submitted  by 

July  25th  1851  C  P  Bradley 

Health  Officer 
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DOCUMENT  22  -  PETITION  RELATING  TO  THE  ARREST  OF  A  FUGITIVE 

SLAVE 


March  1, 1852 
EXPLANATION 

Chicago  was  a  depot  for  the  Underground  Railroad  to  Canada  from  1840  to  1861.  In  1854 
alone  it  was  estimated  that  482  slaves  had  passed  through  the  city  in  a  seven  month 
period.  Allan  Pinkerton,  who  later  became  a  world  famous  detective,  was  working  as  a 
conductor  for  the  “railroad”  in  1855.  Although  federal  law  provided  for  the  capture  and 
return  of  escaped  slaves,  local  abolitionist  feelings  were  so  strong  that  city  law  did  not 
recognize  federal  fugitive  slave  statutes.  On  the  few  occasions  that  professional  slave 
hunters  attempted  to  capture  escaped  slaves  in  Chicago,  the  local  citizenry  forcibly 
thwarted  their  efforts. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  was  William  Taylor  fined  for  assisting  the  police? 

Is  local  law  higher  than  federal  law?  In  this  instance,  which  law  was  higher? 

By  which  means  could  a  fugitive  slave  have  reached  Chicago? 

What  would  Stephen  Douglas’s  attitude  have  been  concerning  this  incident? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  18,  19,  23,  33,  and  42 
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DOCUMENT  22  -  PETITION  RELATING  TO  THE  ARREST  OF  A  FUGITIVE 


SLAVE 


March  1, 1852 


TRANSCRIPTION 


of  the  City  of  Chicago  ^ 

Your  Petitioner,  would  respectfully  ask 
of  your  Hon^  Body,  to  be  released  from  the  payment  of 


a  certain  Fine,  imposed  upon  him  in  November  last 

The  particulers,  of  which  is  as  follows.  That  during 
the  excitement  of  the  arrest  of  the  Fugitive  Slave,  last  Fall, 
your  Petitioner,  was  in  the  Street,  looking  on  at  the  confusion 
of  the  crowd,  the  Same  as  many  others.  And  while  so 
Standing,  quietly  and  peacable.  He  was  ordered  by  the 
City  Marshall,  and  an  officer  of  the  Police,  To  assist 
in  arresting  a  certain  noisy,  unruly  person,  who  was 
trying,  to  excite  the  crowd  to  Violence,  I  obeyed  the  order 
of  the  officers,  and  did  assist  in  taking  this  person 
to  the  Watch  House,  And  for  so  doing,  I  was  complain- 
-ed  of,  and  Suit  brought  against  me,  by  the  person  so 
arrested,  and  by  an  array  of  witnesses,  who  Swore 
direct  false,  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  I  was  fined 
$12,50  and  costs,  which  fine,  your  Petitioner  would 
respectfully  Say,  He  is  utterly  unable  to  pay,  as  the 
compensation  for  his  daily  Labor,  is  barely  Sufficient 
now  to  Support  himself  and  family,  and  Knowing 
no  Honorable  way,  he  can  pay  the  fine. 

He  very  respectfully  asks  of  your  Honorable  Body, 
to  be  released  from  the  payment  thereof 

And  your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray. 


William  Taylor 


Chicago  March  1.  1852 
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DOCUMENT  23  -  CENSUS  REPORT 


August  9, 1852 
EXPLANATION 

The  following  are  approximate  population  figures  for  the  City  of  Chicago: 


1832 

200 

1853 

60,652 

1833 

350 

1854 

65,872 

1834 

2,000 

1855 

80,028 

1835 

3,265 

1856 

84,133 

1836 

3,820 

1857 

93,000 

1837 

4,170 

1858 

90,000 

1838 

4,000 

1859 

95,000 

1839 

4,200 

1860 

109,260 

1840 

4,470 

1861 

120,000 

1841 

5,752 

1862 

138,835 

1842 

6,248 

1863 

160,000 

1843 

7,580 

1864 

169,353 

1844 

8,000 

1865 

178,900 

1845 

12,088 

1866 

200,418 

1846 

14,169 

1867 

220,000 

1847 

16,859 

1868 

252,054 

1848 

20,023 

1869 

273,043 

1849 

23,047 

1870 

298,977 

1850 

29,963 

1871 

334,270 

1851 

34,437 

1880 

503,185 

1852 

38,733 

Immigration  into  the  United  States  was  progressing  almost  geometrically  at  this  time.  In 
1832,  60,000  immigrants  arrived;  in  1842,  105,000  came  in;  and  in  1852,  the  number  was 
372,000.  Most  immigrants  who  came  to  Chicago  came  from  the  East  Coast  by  way  of  the 
Great  Lakes. 


POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

In  1852  what  percentage  of  Chicago  residents  had  been  bom  in  a  foreign  country? 
What  percentage  were  black? 

What  percentage  were  female? 

What  percentage  owned  the  dwellings  in  which  they  resided? 

SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  8,  17,  19,  22,  23,  24,  26,  48,  and  49 
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DOCUMENT  23  -  CENSUS  REPORT 


August  9, 1852 
TRANSCRIPTION 

To  the  Hon.  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council 
Census  of  Chicago 

Taken  as  of  the  first  of  June  A  D  1852 

By  Wdall  &  Hopkins 

Total  Number  of  Inhabitants: 

Thirty  Eight  thousand 

Seven  hundred  and  Thirty  Three 

38,733 

Classified  as  follows: 


White  Population  38.388 

Colored  "  345. 

Male  "  20,670 

Female  "  18.063 


American  bom  "  19,314 

Foreign  "  "  19  419 

Owners  of  habitations  or  number  of  those 

owning  the  dwellings  in  which  they  reside  3.156 

Chicago,  August  3fe>Ty  1352 
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DOCUMENT  24  -  TAX  STATISTICS 


September  26, 1853 
EXPLANATION 

The  Chicago  River  divided  the  city  into  three  logical  divisions  —  North,  South,  and 
West.  Although  the  North  Division  had  some  wealthy  pockets  in  1853,  it  was  dominated 
by  the  impoverished  Irish  and  also  housed  slaughterhouses  and  such  industry  as  the 
McCormick  Reaper  Company  which  had  located  near  the  lake  in  1847,  In  1848, 
construction  of  the  Galena  and  Chicago  Railroad  brought  new  centers  of  fashion  and 
business.  The  North  Division  housed  the  “Sands,”  a  vice  district,  as  well.  In  the  South 
Division  was  located  the  main  business  district.  The  wealthy  class  was  concentrated 
along  Michigan  and  Wabash  Avenues  in  this  division.  The  West  Division  was  populated 
by  the  impoverished.  After  1848,  when  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  was  completed, 
this  division  experienced  substantial  growth.  A  few  years  earlier  it  had  been  considered 
part  of  the  countryside. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  formed  the  divisions  of  Chicago? 

What  was  the  wealthiest  division  in  1853? 

What  was  the  poorest  division? 

Which  kinds  of  taxes  were  imposed  at  that  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  15,  17,  18,  21,  32,  35,  36,  39,  and  44 
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DOCUMENT  24  -  TAX  STATISTICS 
September  26, 1853 


TRANSCRIPTION 


1  West  Division  | 

1  North  Division  1 
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DOCUMENT  25  -  REPORT  OF  THE  KEEPER  OF  THE  CITY  BRIDEWELL 


November  31, 1853 
EXPLANATION 

The  term  “bridewell”  was  applied  to  a  prison  which  stood  in  London  near  Blackfriars 
Bridge  until  1 864.  It  had  originally  been  a  palace  built  by  Henry  VIII  and  received  its 
name  from  St.  Bride’s  (or  Bridget’s)  well  which  was  located  nearby. 

A  separate  jail  was  opened  in  Chicago  in  December  of  1851.  It  was  one  hundred  feet 
long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  consisted  of  one  story.  Its  walls  were  made  of  three-inch 
thick  oak  planks.  Capacity  was  two  hundred.  Prisoners  were  employed  in  crushing  rocks 
and  constructing  streets. 

Common  crimes  at  this  time  included  major  and  minor  theft,  gambling,  prostitution, 
public  bathing,  and  reckless  driving.  But  the  most  frequent  offenses  were  for  being  drunk 
and/or  disorderly.  In  1853  there  were  approximately  600  drinking  establishments  in 
Chicago  for  a  resident  population  of  60,652.  In  December  of  1853  a  group  of  churches 
which  advocated  temperance  held  a  convention  in  Chicago  and  passed  a  resolution 
calling  for  prohibition  for  the  entire  state.  Two  hundred  and  forty  delegates  from  twenty- 
four  counties  attended.  In  1855,  Levi  D.  Boone  was  elected  mayor  on  the  Know-Nothing 
ticket.  After  he  and  the  council  voted  to  raise  the  liquor  license  fee  to  $300,  the  Irish  and 
German  populations  rioted  and  the  national  guard  had  to  be  called  out.  In  June  of  that 
year  a  statewide  vote  on  prohibition  was  taken  and  it  was  defeated.  In  Chicago  the  vote 
was  2,785  for  and  3,964  against. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

From  this  sample,  what  was  the  most  common  offense? 

How  many  women  as  opposed  to  men  were  committed? 

How  could  Henry  Bunker  have  fallen  into  a  State  Street  Market  cellar  while  in  jail? 

What  was  the  “bridewell”?  What  was  the  origin  of  the  name? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  10,  22,  23,  26,  28,  32,  34,  and  37 
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DOCUMENT  25  -  REPORT  OF  THE  KEEPER  OF  THE  CITY  BRIDEWELL 
November  31, 1853 


TRANSCRIPTION 
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DOCUMENT  26  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  GERMAN 

CONSTABLE 


August  21, 1854 
EXPLANATION 

By  1850,  there  were  5,094  Germans  in  Chicago  and  they  represented  seventeen  percent  of 
the  total  population.  Most  were  Protestant  in  religion  and  many  were  skilled  laborers  or 
professionals.  They  were  extremely  conscious  of  their  origins  and  preferred  to  buy 
German-made  goods,  attend  German  churches  and  theaters,  and  join  German-dominated 
trade  unions.  Many  native  businesses  employed  German  clerks,  carried  German  goods, 
and  advertised  in  the  German  language  to  attract  the  German  trade.  Service  in  the  Civil 
War  and  intermarriage  eventually  lessened  their  ethnic  identity. 

The  petition  was  granted. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  were  certain  citizens  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  German  constable? 

Why  are  there  no  longer  requests  for  appointments  of  German  policemen? 

What  was  the  percentage  of  Chicago’s  German  population  around  1854? 

Why  were  so  many  Irish  names  on  the  petition? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  8,  17,  23,  48,  and  49 
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DOCUMENT  26  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  GERMAN 

CONSTABLE 


August  21, 1854 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  His  Honor  The  Mayor  &  The  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago: 

We  the  undersigned  Citizens  of  the 
North  Town  of  Chicago,  respectfully  represent 
that  there  is  a  great  necessity  for  an  increase 
of  the  Number  of  acting  Contable  for  said  Town 
and  that  justice  is  frequently  defeated  from 
the  want  of  such  Officers  to  execute  the 
various  writs  issued  by  the  several  Justices 
of  the  Peace  acting  in  said  Town 

We  would  also  represent  that  the  German 
population  of  said  Town  is  very  large,  and 
there  is  now  no  German  Constable  acting  in 
said  Town,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  favor 
and  Convenience  to  that  large  Class  of  our 
citizens  to  have  such  an  Officer  in  said  Town 
We  would  also  further  represent  that  Mr. 
Anton  Iton  is  a  German  Citizen  and  an 
old  resident  of  said  Town,  and  believe  him 
to  be  a  suitable  person  to  fill  said  Office, 

We  believe  him  to  be  well  qualified  to  per- 
-form  its  duties  faithfully  and  with  dispatch 
and  a  person  a  good  Moral  Character, 

We  would  therefore  respectfully  petition  your 
Honorable  boddy  to  appoint  the  said 
Anton  Iton  a  Special  Constable  for  the 
North  Town  of  Chicago,  and  your  petitioners, 
will  ever  remain  &c 

Names 


F.  Gund 

F.  A.  Huck 
S.  Henderson 
Henry  Stupp 
L  Baer 

Jacob  Portmann 
[A.  Ness] 

J.  Burth 

G.  Portmann 
Peter  Fischer 
A.  Baer 

F.  W.  Schoellner 

K.  Kastles 
C.  Muller 
Louis  Horn 


JHom 

Theodore  Weiller 
Michael  McGuire  J.P. 
Chancellor  L  Jenks,  Attyj 
Francis  MCMurray 
WH  Stickney 
John  Dunlap 


David  W  Hoffman 
C.  0,Malley 
John  Healy 
Pat^^  OConnor 
John  McDermott 
W.  P.  Gill 
E.  S.  Castle 
James  H  Draper 
Chas  Blow 
Wm  Marshall 
William  Fleming 
John  Hiely 
Patrick  Rowans 

Myles  Fitz  Gibbons 
David  Carry 
P.  W  Koen 
David  Van  Bramer 
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DOCUMENT  27  -  PETITION  OF  E.  MIELING  FOR  RELIEF  DUE  TO 

DAMAGES  INCURRED  BY  HIS  WIFE 


August  28, 1854 
EXPLANATION 

The  city  acted  as  its  own  insurer  at  this  time.  If  one  sustained  injuries  or  other  damages 
due  to  the  negligence  of  the  city  corporation,  he  or  she  petitioned  the  council  for  relief. 
The  council  determined  if  the  city  was  indeed  at  fault,  and  if  so,  the  amount  of  damages 
to  be  awarded.  Examples  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  city  included  people  falling 
through  sidewalks,  people  and  horses  falling  through  bridges,  and  in  the  instance  of  this 
document,  a  woman  being  run  over  by  a  fire  engine.  The  council  was  not  overly  generous 
in  its  awards. 

At  this  time  public  relief  was  a  county  responsibility  which  was  supplemented  by  aid 
from  various  charities.  By  1853,  the  Cook  County  Poorhouse  was  unable  to  satisfy  the 
demands  placed  upon  it.  Rush  Medical  College,  established  in  1837,  provided  some  free 
medical  services  to  the  poor  as  did  several  private  physicians,  and  the  city  smallpox 
hospital  (1843)  and  the  pesthouse.  Assistance  also  was  available  from  some  religious 
organizations,  immigrant  aid  societies,  and  other  public  charities. 

The  council  granted  this  particular  petition. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  was  E.  Meiling  petitioning  the  council? 

What  did  the  city  consider  its  responsibility  to  be  in  this  matter? 

Why  would  E.  Mieling  employ  an  attorney  to  prepare  this  petition? 

Without  relief  granted  by  the  city,  where  would  Mieling  turn? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  17,  22,  30,  34,  40,  and  49 
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DOCUMENT  27  -  PETITION  OF  E.  MIELING  FOR  RELIEF  DUE  TO 

DAMAGES  INCURRED  BY  HIS  WIFE 


August  28, 1854 


TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Hon.  Mayor  &  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Chicago. 


Your  Petitioner 
Mieling,  respectfully 


E. 


represents  to  you,  that  he  has  heretofore 
presented  his  certain  Petition  for 
relief  to  your  Hon.  body,  for  certain 
injuries  sustained  by  the  wife  of  your 
Petitioner  being  run  over  by  the  wheels 
of  a  Fire-engine  running  to  a  fire  in  this 
city.  The  Common  Council  was  thereupon 
Pleased  to  order  the  Payment  of  fifty 
Dollars  to  your  Petitioner,  to  relieve  the 
most  pressing  necessities  of  the  case  at  that 
time,  promising  the  payment  of  more 
money,  should  it  become  necessary. 

Your  Petitioner  would  further  say,  that 
the  entire  sum  of  fifty  Dollars  was  paid 
to  Dr.  Kaeferly,  the  surgeon  who  dressed  the 
wounds  of  his  wife,  on  account,  and  that 
your  Petitioner  is  still  indebted  to  him  in  a 
large  sum,  and  is  also  indebted  to  Fred 
Rosenmerkel  in  the  sum  of  about  thirty 
Dollars  for  medicines  &c  &c  for  his  said 
wife,  who  is  still  unable  to  do  her  house¬ 
work  from  the  effects  of  said  injury;  and 
that  your  Petitioner  has  lost  about  two  months 
work  in  attending  upon  his  said  sick  wife, 
and  that  he  is  now  in  great  poverty  and 
distress  in  consequence  thereof,  and  prays 
your  Honorable  body  for  such  relief,  as 
shall  seem  just  &  equitable  under  the 
circumstances. 


E.  Mieling 
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DOCUMENT  28  -  REPORT  OF  POLICE  COMMITTEE  REGARDING 

COMPENSATING  ALLAN  PINKERTON 

September  28, 1854 

EXPLANATION 

The  City  of  London,  England,  formed  a  professional  police  force  with  uniformed 
patrolmen,  centralized  leadership,  and  disciplined  regimen  in  1 829.  In  this  country  New 
York  City  founded  a  police  force  patterned  after  the  London  model  in  1844.  Cincinnati 
and  New  Orleans  followed  in  1852,  Boston  and  Philadelphia  in  1854,  Chicago  in  1855, 
and  Baltimore  in  1857.  Each  of  these  forces,  however,  was  subject  to  the  dictates  of  the 
governing  political  structure  and  thus  lacked  true  professionalism.  In  each  of  these  cities 
it  was  common  practice  to  employ  private  guards  and  agents  to  protect  businesses  and 
homes. 

Allan  Pinkerton  was  bom  in  Scotland  in  1819  and  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1842.  He 
settled  in  Dundee  in  Kane  County  and  was  employed  part-time  as  a  deputy  sheriff.  In  the 
1 840s,  he  served  as  an  agent  for  the  Underground  Railroad.  He  built  a  reputation  and  in 
1853  was  hired  as  a  deputy  sheriff  for  Cook  County.  In  1853  and  1854  he  often  worked 
undercover  on  his  own  time  in  ferreting  out  counterfeiters  and  other  lawbreakers.  In 
Febmary  of  1855,  he  resigned  from  public  office  and  established  his  own  detective 
agency  in  Chicago  with  most  of  his  clients  being  railroad  companies  that  wanted  their 
routes  protected.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served  as  a  spy  for  the  Union  Army  and  after 
the  war  he  established  additional  offices  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  He  died  in  1884. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Who  was  Allan  Pinkerton  (spelled  “Allen”  in  the  document)? 

Why  would  the  city  need  the  services  of  a  private  detective? 

How  much  did  the  city  determine  to  pay  him  for  his  services? 

Can  you  describe  the  Chicago  police  force  of  1854? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  10,  22,  25,  34,  37,  and  49 
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DOCUMENT  28  -  REPORT  OF  POLICE  COMMITTEE  REGARDING 

COMPENSATING  ALLAN  PINKERTON 

September  28, 1854 

TRANSCRIPTION 

To  the  Hon}  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Chicago  in  Common  Council  Assembled 

Your  Committee  on  Police  to 

whom  was  referred  the  Communication  of  the 

Grand  Jury  of  the  Recorders  Court,  the  Recorder 

and  Prosecuting  Attorney,  setting  forth 

that  Valuable  service  had  been  rendered  the 

City  by  Allen  Pinkerton,  in  ferreting  out 

and  arresting  Burglars,  Thievs  and  counterfieters 
-  widiout  any  compensation 

tor  some  time  past,  and  recontfnonding 

for  such  service,  and  recommending  to 

the  Common  Council  to  Make  him 

some  pecuniary  acknowledgment  as  a 

compensation  for  said  service.  Would 

respectfully  report  that  they  have 

considered  the  su^ect  and  are  of  the 

opinion  that  n  biiiiill  appiopnaiiofl  IrbBr 

iSgtiTy  Trfn<UIH<;ii  TftMy  Pllli  1 1 1 II I  ILli-lu<; 

Mr.  Pinkerton  has  rendered 

the  City  good  service  for  several  Months 

past  by  his  Vigilance  and  industry  in 

ferreting  out  and  bringing  to  Justice  a  class 

of  Thievs  Burglars  &c  who  have  been  preying 

upon  the  Citizens  of  this  Community,  and 

that  a  small  appropriation  from  the 

City  Treasury  to  an  Efficient  Officer 
for  this  Kind  of  service  ,  ,  ^ 

IS  money  well  Expended.  They  would 

therefore  recommend  that  the  Mayor  and 

Clerk  be  authorized  to  draw  an  order 

on  the  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Allen  Pinkerton 

for  Two  hundred  dollars  as  a  compensation 

for  past  Police  service,  Respectfully 

submitted 

Wm  L  Church  Chm 
Chicago  Sept  28^^  1 854.  Comt.  on  Police 
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DOCUMENT  29  -  INVITATION  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  RAILROAD 

COMPANY 


April  26, 1855 
EXPLANATION 

In  1 846,  Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  elected  to  the  Senate  on  a  platform  calling  for  the 
construction  of  a  central  railroad  through  the  state  with  a  terminus  at  Chicago.  Construction 
was  to  be  financed  by  a  grant  of  federal  lands  along  the  right  of  way  to  the  state  which  in  turn 
would  turn  them  over  to  the  most  promising  entrepreneur  willing  to  undertake  the  project. 

His  proposal  became  law  in  1850.  An  eastern  firm  was  awarded  the  project.  There  were 
actually  two  routes.  One  stretched  from  Galena  to  Freeport  to  Bloomington  to  Decatur  to 
Centralia  to  Du  Quoin  to  Cairo.  The  other  was  a  feeder  route  but  became  the  more  important. 
It  ran  from  Chicago  to  Kankakee  to  Urbana  and  to  Centralia  where  it  connected  for  passage 
down  to  Cairo.  By  January  15,  1855,  the  main  line  had  been  completed  and  a  celebration  was 
held  in  Cairo.  Special  trains  left  from  Galena,  Chicago,  and  Springfield.  Those  departing 
from  Galena  went  straight  down  the  Illinois  Central.  Those  leaving  Chicago  joined  the  line  at 
Mendota  and  those  leaving  Springfield  joined  it  at  Decatur.  The  Chicago  feeder  was 
completed  on  September  27,  1856,  after  four  years  and  nine  months  of  construction. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  had  a  dramatic  affect  on  the  state.  In  central  Illinois,  towns 
appeared  quickly  along  the  route  and  massive  areas  were  brought  under  cultivation  due  to  the 
availability  of  easy  transportation  to  markets. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  the  route  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad? 

Why  was  it  important  to  the  growth  of  Chicago? 

Why  was  it  important  to  the  growth  of  the  state  as  a  whole? 

How  was  the  construction  of  this  railroad  financed? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  7,  8,  16,  38,  and  44 
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DOCUMENT  29  -  INVITATION  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  RAILROAD 

COMPANY 

April  26,  1855 
TRANSCRIPTION 

Office  of  the  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Company 
Chicago,  April  26,  1855 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor 
&  Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago; 

Gentlemen:  Conforming 
to  a  Joint  Resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Illinois  State  Legislature,  I  have  the  honor 
to  invite  you  to  participate  in  a  Legislative 
Trip  to  Cairo,  and  enclose  cards  for  that 
purpose.  A  Special  Train  will  leave  Chicago 
on  Tuesday  the  8^^^  of  May  at  8.45  A.M. 
and  proceed  to  Cairo  and  return. 

Trusting  we  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  the  company  of  the  Municipal  authorities 
of  Chicago  on  the  occasion, 

I  am.  Gentlemen  with  Great  Respect 
your  obedient  servant 
R.  B.  Mason 
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DOCUMENT  30  -  PETITION  OF  A.  C.  BRENDELL  FOR  RELIEF 


May  9, 1855 
EXPLANATION 

A  smallpox  hospital  was  constructed  in  Chicago  in  1843.  It  burned  to  the  ground  in  1845  and 
was  reconstructed.  Coexisting  with  it  was  a  pesthouse  which  was  a  truly  disgusting  home  for 
diseased  paupers.  Cholera  and  smallpox  were  two  of  the  more  dreaded  diseases  of  the  time 
and  medical  care  was  rudimentary.  There  was  consensus  that  unsanitary  conditions  fostered 
disease  but  serious  steps  to  clean  the  city  were  not  taken  until  the  late  1 860s. 

The  destitute  had  few  avenues  for  relief  In  this  instance  the  Council  offered  Brendell  no 
payment  but  did  determine  to  attempt  to  find  suitable  city  employment  for  him. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

How  old  was  A.  C.  Brendell? 

What  had  been  his  former  job  and  what  had  been  his  salary? 

If  Brendell  was  not  granted  relief,  what  would  have  happened  to  him  and  his  family? 

What  was  a  pesthouse? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  17,  27,  31,  34,  40,  and  49 
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DOCUMENT  30  -  PETITION  OF  A.  C.  BRENDELL  FOR  RELIEF 


May  9, 1855 

TRANSCRIPTION 

The  petitioner  has  during  the  last  Six 
years  served  the  City  of  Chicago  as  Keeper 
of  the  Smallpox  hospital  and  Pest  house, 
very  laborious  and  tiresome  work  at  the  small 
salary  of  $  1 222  per  month. 

Having  had,  and  still  having  a  large 
family  to  support,  I  have  been  unable  to 
save,  even  with  the  strictest  economy, 
a  single  dollar;  and  am  now,  on  my  being 
discharged  from  the  place  that  has  hitherto 
supplied  my  wife  and  children  with  bread, 
totally  destitute. 

I  therefore  petition  my  fellow  citizens,  and 
particularly  those  City  officers,  on  whom  fortune 
has  smiled  more  than  on  me,  and  to  whose 
lot  more  remuneration  and  honorable  offi¬ 
ces  have  fallen,  and  whose  hearts  can  feel  com¬ 
passion  for  a  poor  old  man,  to  assist  me,  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  go  to  my  fnends,  where 
I  may  be  able  to  procure  a  livelihood  for 
the  few  remaining  days  of  my  old  age.  I 
am  an  old  man,  having  nearly  run  the  time 
of  three  score  and  ten  allotted  to  man.  And 
may  heavens  blessing  rest  of  the  heads  of  those 
Christians  that  will  help  my  old  wife  and 
my  children,  and  do  their  share  to  Keep  them 
out  of  the  poorhouse  which  must  otherwise 
be  their  lot  and  mine. 

Chicago,  May  9^^  55  AC  Brendell 
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DOCUMENT  31  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  ISSUANCE  OF  BONDS 


May  25,  1855 
EXPLANATION 

By  the  terms  of  its  charter,  the  city  was  authorized  to  issue  a  maximum  of  $100,000  a  year  in 
bonds.  In  1855,  Chicago  had  over  80,000  residents.  Numerous  improvements  were 
introduced  in  that  year.  A  new  engine  house  and  the  first  high  school  were  built.  A  contract 
was  awarded  for  the  construction  of  a  city  hospital.  The  police  force  was  increased  from 
forty-nine  to  eighty  officers  and  they  were  divided  among  the  city’s  three  divisions.  The 
Board  of  Sewerage  Commissioners  was  created  to  plan  an  improved  system  and  supervise 
construction.  This  last  measure  along  with  the  establishment  of  quarantine  grounds  was  in 
reaction  to  a  deadly  cholera  epidemic  which  had  taken  place  in  1854.  Also  in  1855  the  city 
purchased  the  Chicago  Hydraulic  Company’s  franchise  and  contracted  with  the  Chicago 
Tunnel  Company  to  construct  an  artery  beneath  the  Chicago  River. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Which  kinds  of  improvements  were  planned  for  1855  and  what  does  this  document  say  about 
economic  conditions? 

Why  was  only  $  1 00,000  being  requested? 

What  was  the  population  of  Chicago  in  1855? 

What  were  quarantine  grounds  and  why  were  they  being  purchased? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  2,  3,  5,  10,  11,  12,  14,  15,  17,  21,  24,  25,  30,  32,  35,  and 

41 
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DOCUMENT  31  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  ISSUANCE  OF  BONDS 


May  25,1855 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Gentlemen  of  the 

Common  Council 

In  Consequence  of  the 

Extraordinary  Expenditures  necessary  to 

be  made  during  the  present  municipal 

year,  for  the  Erection  of  High  school 

permanent 

Engine,  Hospital,  and  other  a  buildings; 
The  purchase  of  quarantine  grounds 
and  buildings,  and  other  Expenses 
connected  with  the  Health  department 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  City, 
together  with  the  increased  Expense  of 
the  Police  department,  it  will  unquestion= 
=ablyA^  tffiwt  necessary  to  borrow 
at  least.  One  Hundred  Thousand  dollars 
As  the  present  seems  to  be  an 
unusually  favorable  time  to  negociate 
the  sale  of  Bonds,  I  would  advise  that 

and  the  issue  of  Bonds  for  the  same, 
bearing  6  per  cent  interest  and  payable 
in  twenty  years  be  authorized  by  the 
Common  Council — 

L  D  Boone 

May 

Mayor 

1855 
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DOCUMENT  32  -  ESTIMATE  FOR  STREET  CONSTRUCTION 


September  14, 1855 
EXPLANATION 

In  1852,  the  Chicago  Drainage  Commission  was  incorporated  by  the  state  legislature  and  the 
council  established  new  gradings  in  1855  and  1856  which  required  buildings  to  be  elevated 
above  the  water  level  of  the  Chicago  River.  Various  types  of  street  surfaces  were 
experimented  with  including  wooden  planks,  cobblestones,  and  macadam.  John  Loudon 
McAdam  (1756-1836)  was  a  Scottish  engineer  who  had  invented  a  street  surface  that 
provided  a  well-drained  roadbed.  By  his  method,  layers  of  small  broken  stone  were 
compacted  into  a  convex  form.  Those  whose  property  adjoined  streets  paid  for  their 
improvement. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

How  was  this  street  physically  to  be  constructed? 

Who  was  going  to  pay  for  this  work? 

How  was  the  collector  going  to  be  paid? 

Why  would  this  type  of  street  be  an  improvement  over  a  street  of  wooden  planks? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  12,  14,  24,  35,  39,  and  44 
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DOCUMENT  32  -  ESTIMATE  FOR  STREET  CONSTRUCTION 


September  14, 1855 
TRANSCRIPTION 


SuDt.  Estimate 

The  City  Supt.  of  Public  Works  under  a 
Requisition  from  the  Com.  on  streets  and  alleys  of 
the  South  Division  Submits  the  following  as  an  estimate 
of  the  Cost  for  Macademising  Wells  street  from  Van 
Buren  to  Taylor  street  2,551  feet  in  length  20  feet  wide 
and  1  foot  deep  in  the  Center,  to  Mac.  with  Rubble  stone 
and  Covered  on  the  top  with  3  or  4  inchs  of  Gravel 


or  Coarse  sand. 

Cost  of  Material  and  Labour  as  follows  viz 
510  Cords  stone  Hawled  on  street  @  $6  per.  C.  $3,060. 
Settling  Breaking  &  Hawling  sand  on 

the  top  6/.  per.  ft.  1,913.25 

Advertising  16. 

Engineering  and  Superintendence  20. 

Com.  for  Making  assessment  50. 

Com.  for  Collecting  $5,05925/.  @  3  per  cent.  151.78 


$5.211.03 


Chicago  Sept.  14^^,  1855 
Signed 


H  Fuller  Supt 
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DOCUMENT  33  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  FREE  USE  OF  THE  STATE  STREET 

MARKET  HALL 


December  17, 1855 
EXPLANATION 

In  1857,  William  Anderson,  a  former  slave,  wrote  Life  and  Narrative  of  William  Anderson, 
or  the  Dark  Deeds  of  American  Slavery  Revealed,  Containing  Scriptural  Views  of  the  Origin 
of  the  Black  Man  and  White  Man.  Also,  A  Simple  and  Easy  Plan  to  Abolish  Slavery  in  the  U 
States,  Together  with  Some  Account  of  the  Services  of  Colored  Men,  in  the  Revolutionary 
War — Day  and  Date,  and  Interesting  Facts.  It  was  fifty-nine  pages  in  length  and  printed  by 
the  Daily  Tribune  Book  and  Job  Office  of  Chicago. 

The  council  granted  Anderson’s  petition. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Who  was  William  Anderson? 

What  did  he  intend  to  do  with  the  proceeds  from  his  lecture? 

What  were  some  of  the  services  performed  by  blacks  during  the  Revolutionary  War? 

Is  the  study  of  black  history  a  recent  development? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  18,  19,  20,  22,  and  42 
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DOCUMENT  33  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  FREE  USE  OF  THE  STATE  STREET 

MARKET  HALL 


December  17, 1855 
TRANSCRIPTION 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of 
Chicago  —  The  undersigned  Citizens  of  Chicago 
respectfully  request  that  your  honorable  body 
will  gratuitously  grant  to  Rev.  William  Anderson 
a  colored  Methodist  minister  of  Indiana,  the 
use  of  State  Street  Market  Hall,  for  one 
Evening,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  therein 
a  Lecture  on  the  subject  of  the  services  of 
colored  citizens  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  proceeds  of  such  Lecture  to  be  appro 
-priated  to  purchasing  the  freedom  from 
slavery,  in  the  South,  of  a  half  sister  of  the 
said  Rev.  Mr  Anderson.  Mr  Anderson  has 
lectured  in  many  other  places,  having  always 
had  the  gratuitous  use  of  public  halls  and 
churches  accorded  him. 

Your  humble  Petitioner  would  like  to  have  the  Hall 
on  Wednesdy  Evening  free  of  charge 

W^  Anderson 

Keen  &  Lee 
Joseph  White 
C  S.  Williamson 
W.  A.  Adams 
John  E.  Chapman 
S.  C.  Griggs  &  Co. 

J.  Hankey 

S.E.  Judge  X  his  Mark 
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DOCUMENT  34  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  RELEASE  OF  JOHN  TOWER  FROM 

REFORM  SCHOOL 


August  11, 1856 
EXPLANATION 

In  1855,  the  council  requested  the  state  legislature  to  establish  a  reform  school  to  house 
youthful  offenders.  The  state  legislature  refused  and  the  city  consequently  established  the 
Chicago  Asylum  and  Reform  School.  It  housed  juveniles  under  the  age  of  sixteen  who  were 
without  proper  parental  care  or  who  had  been  convicted  by  a  Chicago  justice  of  the  peace  or 
police  magistrate.  The  school  provided  moral  instruction  and  taught  an  employable  trade.  If 
inmates  were  found  to  be  incorrigible,  they  could  be  sent  to  the  bridewell.  In  1867,  parents  or 
guardians  were  allowed  to  place  their  children  in  the  school  if  they  bore  the  accompanying 
expense.  It  was  not  until  1872  that  the  state  provided  a  facility  for  juvenile  offenders  at 
Pontiac. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  was  John  Tower  placed  in  reform  school? 

Why  did  Tower’s  mother  leave  him  in  reform  school  for  eight  months? 

What  was  life  like  in  reform  school? 

Where  had  offending  juveniles  been  placed  before  there  was  a  reform  school? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  10,  17,  25,  27,  30,  31,  37,  and  49 
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DOCUMENT  34  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  RELEASE  OF  JOHN  TOWER  FROM 

REFORM  SCHOOL 


August  11, 1856 

TRANSCRIPTION 

State  of  Illinois  O 

f  S.S. 

City  of  Chicago  I 

This  day  before  me 

Clerk  of  the  City  of  Chicago  aforesaid,  appeared 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Tower,  who  being  duly  sworn 

deposes  and  says  that  she  is  the 

mother  of  John  Tower,  a  boy  about  the 

age  of  ten  years;  that  the  said  boy 

on  or  about  the  1 1^^  day  of  December 

1855  was  arrested  and  committed 

to  the  reform  school  as  a  vagrant, 

and  that  he  there  still  remains. 

This  deponent  declares  and 
says  that  she  is  desirous  to  have 
the  said  boy  released,  and  that  upon 
his  release  if  it  shall  now  be 
obtained,  that  she  will  immediately 
remove  him  out  of  the  City  of  Chicago 
and  keep  him  out  of  said  City  until 
he  shall  arrive  at  years  of  discretion 
and  further  this  deponent  says 
nothing. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  A.  M.  Tower 

to  before  me  this  1 
day  of  August  AD  1856 

H  W  Zimmerman 
City  Clerk 
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DOCUMENT  35  -  SKETCH  OF  ONTARIO  STREET 


December  16, 1856 
EXPLANATION 

In  1837,  William  B.  Ogden  had  served  the  city  as  its  Democratic  mayor.  He  had  a  personal 
interest  in  the  development  of  the  city  because  by  vocation  he  was  a  real  estate  investor.  This 
sketch  depicts  a  housing  development  he  envisioned  on  Ontario  Street  near  the  lakeshore. 

The  streets  and  sidewalks  were  to  be  raised  primarily  to  avoid  the  problem  of  shifting  sand  in 
the  area.  The  housing  was  to  be  first-class  and  the  street  design  was  modeled  after  similar 
construction  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Ogden’s  plans  were  approved 
by  the  council. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Who  was  W.  B.  Ogden  and  what  was  he  proposing? 

Which  kind  of  people  were  to  live  in  this  type  of  housing? 

In  which  division  of  the  city  was  this  property  located? 

Why  would  it  have  been  desirable  to  raise  the  street  above  ground  level? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  12,  14,  24,  32,  39,  and  44 
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DOCUMENT  35  -  SKETCH  OF  ONTARIO  STREET 


December  16, 1856 
REPRODUCTION 
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DOCUMENT  36  -  PETITION  FOR  DAMAGES  DONE  TO  FREDERICK  BERNER’S 

STORE 


March  30,  1857 
EXPLANATION 

In  1857,  the  annual  municipal  elections  were  held  on  March  3.  In  the  mayor’s  race  John 
Wentworth  was  the  Republican  candidate  and  Benjamin  F.  Carver  was  his  Democratic 
opponent.  On  February  28,  Abraham  Lincoln  of  Springfield  had  appeared  in  the  city  and 
expressed  his  support  for  Wentworth’s  platform.  Wentworth  was  associated  with  opposition 
to  slavery  while  Carver  was  judged  to  be  in  favor  of  the  institution.  It  was  a  violent  election 
with  the  police  offering  little  protection  for  Repbulican  interests.  Wentworth  won  by  a  vote 
of  5,933  to  4,842  and  the  council  elected  was  Republican  as  well. 

The  Seventh  Ward  was  in  the  North  Division  and  consisted  of,  “all  that  part  of  said  city 
which  lies  east  of  the  centre  of  the  north  branch  of  the  Chicago  River,  and  north  of  the  centre 
of  the  Chicago  River,  and  west  of  the  centre  of  La  Salle  street  and  a  line  running  due  north  of 
the  last  named  street.”  It  was  an  area  dominated  by  the  Irish  and  the  Democratic  Party. 

The  council  agreed  to  pay  Berner  $20  in  damages. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  was  Frederick  Berner  petitioning  the  council? 

What  was  the  spirit  of  the  election? 

Who  were  the  candidates,  what  were  the  issues,  and  who  won? 

Why  did  the  police  not  prevent  the  riot? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  17,  18,  19,  22,  24,  25,  26,  28,  and  33 
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DOCUMENT  36  -  PETITION  FOR  DAMAGES  DONE  TO  FREDERICK  BERNER’S 

STORE 


March  30, 1857 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  His  Honor  John 
Wentworth  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Chicago 

Your  petitioner  Frederick 
Berner  respectfully  represents 
to  your  Honor  that  he  Keeps 
a  Provision  Store  on  the  comer 
of  Sedgwick  and  Division  Streets 
wiar^A  t?ie  Poll  in  the  7^^  Ward 
that  during  the  riot  which 
occurred  at  the  last  Election 
his  Store  was  badly  demolished 
Windows  broken  to  the  great 
damage  of  your  Petitioner,  that 
his  wife  (at  that  time  in  the  family 
Way)  was  frightened  and  has  been 
very  Sick  ever  Since  and  that 
therefore  your  Petitioner  prays 
your  Honor  for  his  Kind 
assistance  in  obtaining  a 
fair  compensation  for  his  losses 
Frederick  Berner 
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DOCUMENT  37  -  PETITION  OF  MORISS  BAULAND  FOR  REMISSION  OF  FINE 


July  6, 1857 
EXPLANATION 

The  city’s  charter  gave  it  the  power  “to  regulate,  license  and  restrain  the  sale  of  fresh  meats 
and  vegetables  in  the  city.”  By  municipal  ordinance  regulating  markets,  no  merchandise 
could  be  sold  from  midnight  Saturday  night  until  Monday  morning  without  written 
permission.  Fines  for  violations  could  range  from  ten  to  fifty  dollars.  In  this  instance  the 
council  decided  not  to  remit  the  fine  and  court  costs  imposed. 

In  1857,  the  city  was  experiencing  an  economic  slump  and  a  common  laborer  received  fifty 
to  seventy-five  cents  a  day.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  one  to  work  long  hours  six  or  seven 
days  a  week.  By  the  late  1860s  a  labor  movement  was  growing  and  in  1867  state  law 
specified  eight  hours  to  be  the  legal  work  day  for  those  employed  in  all  but  the  farm  industry. 
However,  this  law  did  not  forbid  overtime  work  or  specify  increased  compensation  for  it  nor 
did  it  specify  the  number  of  days  worked  per  week. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

How  did  the  authorities  discover  that  Bauland’s  business  sold  meat  on  Sundays?  Could  this 
have  constituted  entrapment? 

What  were  Bauland’s  arguments  for  remission  of  the  fine  and  court  costs  imposed? 

Why  was  it  illegal  to  sell  meat  on  Sundays? 

What  was  the  average  work  week  and  wage  for  a  common  laborer  at  that  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  10,  25,  28,  31,  and  36 
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DOCUMENT  37  -  PETITION  OF  MORISS  BAULAND  FOR  REMISSION  OF  FINE 

July  6, 1857 

TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicago  July  6^^  1857. 

To  the  Hon.  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Chicago 
in  Council  assembled. 

The  undersigned,  Morris  Bauland, 
of  this  City,  most  respectfully  asks  your  Hon.  Body 
for  the  refunding  Twelve  97/100  Dollars,  assessed 
upon  him  as  fine  and  cost  for  selling  meat  on 
a  Sunday,  since  said  Violation  has  been  committed 
in  his  absence  from  home  by  one  of  his  folks, 
at  the  request  of  an  officer,  who  came,  and 
begged  for  meat.  At  the  same  time  your  petitioner 
would  say,  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Law  pro= 
hibiting  the  sale  of  meat  on  Sunday  morning  is 
very  hard  for  the  poor  laborers,  living  in  my 
neighborhood,  who  have  no  time  to  buy  their 
meat  previous  to  Sunday  morning,  and  if 
you  forbid  me  to  sell  meat  on  Sunday,  then 
they  wont  get  any  meet  at  all. 

Please  concurr  in  the  petition  of  yours  ^ 
Respectfully 
Moriss  Bauland 
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DOCUMENT  38  -  PETITION  FOR  RECOGNITION  OF  THE  ACCOMPLISHMENT 

OF  THE  MADEIRA  PET 


July  20, 1857 
EXPLANATION 

On  July  14,  1857,  the  ship  Madeira  Pet  arrived  in  Chicago  directly  from  Liverpool,  England. 
The  trip  had  taken  eighty  days.  It  was  a  123-ton  schooner  which  was  considered  small.  Its 
cargo  consisted  of  a  mix  of  crockery,  china,  glassware,  white  lead,  paints,  guns,  and 
hardware.  This  was  the  first  ship  to  arrive  directly  in  Chicago  from  the  ocean  and  it  was 
greeted  with  much  fanfare.  It  departed  on  August  5,  with  a  load  of  3,000  hides. 

At  this  time  there  were  only  three  water  routes  by  which  a  small  ship  could  have  reached 
Chicago  from  the  ocean.  The  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  which  was  completed  in  1 848  and 
which  connected  the  Illinois  River  with  Lake  Michigan  at  Chicago,  could  have  allowed  a 
small  vessel  to  proceed  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  up  the  Mississippi  River,  up  the  Illinois 
River,  and  through  the  canal  to  Chicago.  The  Erie  Canal  had  been  completed  in  1825.  It 
connected  the  Hudson  River  with  Lake  Erie  south  of  Niagara  Falls  at  Buffalo.  Thus  a  small 
vessel  could  have  proceeded  from  the  Atlantic,  up  the  Hudson  River,  across  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  and  across  Lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Michigan,  to  Chicago.  The  last  possible  route 
was  by  way  of  the  Welland  Canal  which  had  been  completed  in  1829  and  which  allowed 
passage  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Erie  around  the  falls.  By  1 848,  this  canal  had  been 
deepened  and  augmented  by  a  series  of  canals  bypassing  all  the  St.  Lawrence  rapids.  A  ship 
could  pass  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  into  St.  Lawrence  Bay,  into  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  into 
Lake  Ontario,  through  the  Welland  Canal,  into  Lake  Erie,  into  Lake  Huron,  into  Lake 
Michigan,  and  into  Chicago.  This  third  route  was  the  one  the  Madeira  Pet  had  taken. 

Between  1815  and  1860  canal  construction  costs  totaled  around  $195  million  in  the  United 
States  and  over  seventy  percent  had  been  financed  by  federal  or  state  monies.  By  the  end  of 
the  Civil  War  the  railroad  had  won  out  due  to  its  speed,  lack  of  regard  for  the  weather,  cost  of 
construction,  ability  to  traverse  difficult  terrain,  and  ability  to  deliver  goods  from  the  sender’s 
door  to  that  of  the  receiver. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  was  the  arrival  of  the  Madeira  Pet  considered  a  cause  for  celebration? 

How  large  a  vessel  could  it  have  been? 

By  which  route  did  it  actually  arrive? 

By  which  three  waterways  could  it  have  reached  Chicago  directly  from  Liverpool  in  1857? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  6,  7,  8,  16,  and  29 
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DOCUMENT  38  -  PETITION  FOR  RECOGNITION  OF  THE  ACCOMPLISHMENT 

OF  THE  MADEIRA  PET 


July  20, 1857 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Hon  Mayor  and  Common  Council 
of  the  City  of  Chicago 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  they  were  appointed  a  committee  by 
the  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  to  confer 
with  your  honorable  body,  and  take  such  action  as 
might  be  thought  advisable,  properly  to  commemorate 
the  arrival  of  the  Madeira  Pet  in  this  city,  the 
first  British  Vessel  which  ever  arrived  in  this 
port  with  goods  direct  from  Liverpool. 

Hoping  that  you  will  take  such  action  as 
in  your  wisdom  shall  be  deemed  best,  we  are 
very  respectfully 

Your  Obt  Servants 
Chicago  July  20^^  1857 

Geo  Steel 
John  P  Chapin 
P  Anderson 
C.  Y.  Richmond 
Bross 
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DOCUMENT  39  -  REPORT  AND  ORDINANCE  FOR  OPENING  DEARBORN 

STREET 


July  1, 1861 
EXPLANATION 

By  June  8,  1861,  all  eleven  Confederate  states  had  seceded  from  the  Union.  The  onset  of  the 
war  did  not  stop  the  economic  advance  of  Chicago  which  in  1861  had  a  population  of  over 
120,000.  The  city  was  alive  with  new  construction  and  expansion.  In  the  instance  of  this 
document.  Dearborn  Street  was  being  extended  from  Madison  Street  to  Monroe  Street.  It  was 
to  be  80  feet  wide  and  404  feet  long.  The  cost  to  the  city  was  $7,000  for  the  land,  $2,500  for 
portions  of  buildings  to  be  tom  down,  $20  for  engineering,  $24  for  advertising,  and  $46  in 
sundry  costs,  for  a  total  of  $9,590.  The  actual  cost  of  street  constmction  was  to  be  borne  by 
the  property  owners  who  adjoined  it. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  businesses  are  currently  located  along  Dearborn  Street  between  Madison  and  Monroe? 
Why  was  this  street  being  constmcted? 

What  voice  did  the  property  owners  along  this  new  section  of  Dearborn  Street  have  regarding 
the  street’s  extension? 

Why  was  this  report  on  a  pre-printed  form? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  32,  35,  and  44 
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DOCUMENT  39  -  REPORT  AND  ORDINANCE  FOR  OPENING  DEARBORN 

STREET 

July  1, 1861 
TRANSCRIPTION 

Report  and  Ordinance  for  Opening  of  Streets,  &c. 

TO  THE  MA  YOR  AND  ALDERMEN  OF  THE  CITY  OF  CHICA  GO,  IN  COMMON 
COUNCIL  ASSEMBLED: 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  to  whom  was  referred  by  your _ 

honorable  body  the  petition  of  George  Manierre 

Henry  Fuller  et  al,  asking  for  the  opening  of 

Dearborn  street,  between  Madison  street  and 

Monroe  street,  having  given  the  same  due  con- 

sideration,  would  respectfully  report  that 


The  said  public  improvement  is  not  asked  for  by  the  petition  of  the  owners  of  three-fourths 

of  the  property  to  be  assessed  for  the  making  of  such  improvement,  but  is  urgently _ 

demai^d  bv  public  interests:  and  in  the  opinion 

of  this  Board  immediate  action  should  be  had  by 

your  honorable  body  in  the  premises 

We  herewith  submit  a  plan  or  profile  of  the  contemplated  improvement, 
and  specially  report  what  damges  it  will  be  necessary  to  assess;  we  also 
submit  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  same,  accompanied  with  a  proper 
ordinance  for  the  ordering  of  such  improvement. 
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DOCUMENT  40  -  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  FUNDS  TO  THE  SANITARY 

COMMISSION 


April  10, 1862 
EXPLANATION 

The  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  was  established  in  June  of  1861,  to  supplement  the 
federal  government’s  services  to  Union  soldiers  in  the  field  and  their  families  at  home.  It  also 
served  to  pressure  the  government  to  correct  shortcomings.  It  mainly  was  composed  of 
female  volunteers  who  collected  needed  supplies  and  distributed  them  to  the  men  and  their 
families.  The  Chicago  Branch  was  later  named  the  Northwest  District.  At  its  supply  depot  on 
Wabash  Avenue  it  received  donations  of  such  articles  as  bed  sacking,  sheets,  quilts, 
bandages,  and  soap,  from  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa.  After  the  war  the  commission 
evolved  into  the  American  Red  Cross. 

On  April  6  and  7,  1862,  at  the  Battle  of  Shiloh,  near  Pittsburg  Landing  along  the  Tennessee 
River  in  southwest  Tennessee,  Union  forces  suffered  13,000  casualties  of  a  total  strength  of 
60,000.  The  Confederates  lost  1 1,000  of  40,000  and  were  driven  back  to  Corinth, 

Mississippi. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  and  why  was  the  city  making  an 
appropriation  to  it? 

Why  did  Chicago  find  it  necessary  to  maintain  a  war  fund? 

How  much  was  being  appropriated? 

Why  were  funds  being  allocated  on  this  particular  date? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  43  and  46 
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DOCUMENT  40  -  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  FUNDS  TO  THE  SANITARY 

COMMISSION 


April  10, 1862 
TRANSCRIPTION 

An  Ordinance  making  an  appropriation 

for  the  relief  of  suffering  soldiers 

Common  Council  of  the 
Be  it  Ordained  by  theACity  of  Chicago 

Section  1  That  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars 

be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  from  the 

amount  in  the  City  Treasury  collected  by 

taxation  as  a  War  Fund,  for  the  purpose 

of  affording  relief  to  our  sick  and  wounded 

soldiers  the  same  to  be  expended  under 

the  direction  of  the  Chicago  branch  of 

the  U  S  Sanitary  Commission 

Section  2  That  the  City  Comptroller  be  and  hereby 

is  directed  to  draw  a  Warrant  on  the 

City  Treasurer  favor  of  Hon  Mark  Skinner 

President  of  the  Chicago  Branch  of  the 

for  five  thousand  Dollars 
U.S  Sanitary  Commission Aand  deliver  the 
immediately 

same  to  himAto  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  relief  to  THl  ObldiLiA  wounded 
luTDULiil  ui  as  the  Commission  may 
think  proper  to  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  irtlrtiodiaiS^  and  deliver  the  other 
Five  thousand  Dollars  to  him  for  the  same 
purpose  when  he  shall 

state  it  is  required 

The  Council  then  adjourned 
A.J.  Marble 
Clerk 
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DOCUMENT  41  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  MAYOR  CONCERNING  THE 

FLOW  OF  THE  CHICAGO  RIVER 


December  30, 1862 
EXPLANATION 

Chicago  had  long  been  concerned  with  a  safe  drinking  water  supply  and  safe  sewage 
disposal.  Cholera  outbreaks  were  common  and  were  caused  by  the  water  supply  being 
contaminated  by  the  contents  of  privy  vaults.  Although  the  biological  cause  was  not 
specifically  known,  it  was  believed  that  public  health  would  improve  with  the  introduction  of 
sanitary  conditions.  The  city  had  four  options  concerning  the  treatment  of  its  sewage  and  its 
drinking  water.  The  first  was  to  dump  sewage  into  the  river  and  allow  it  to  flow  into  the  lake 
from  where  drinking  water  was  taken,  and  this  was  the  common  practice.  Another  was  to 
dump  the  sewage  directly  into  the  lake  and  this  too  would  directly  pollute  the  supply  of 
drinking  water.  A  third  was  to  drain  the  sewage  into  artificial  reservoirs  and  pump  it  out  as 
fertilizer  but  this  technique  had  not  yet  been  sufficiently  developed.  The  most  attractive 
alternative  was  to  divert  the  flow  of  the  Chicago  River  into  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal 
and  from  there  into  the  Illinois  River.  In  1862,  Ellis  Chesbrough,  Chief  Engineer,  had  sought 
to  cleanse  the  Chicago  River  by  reversing  its  current  with  pumps  erected  at  the  South  Branch 
of  the  river  at  Bridgeport  but  the  canal  had  proved  to  be  too  shallow  to  effect  this  purpose.  In 
1864,  the  state  legislature  enacted  a  law  approving  the  reversed  flow  and  in  1871,  at  a  cost  of 
over  three  million  dollars,  the  reverse  finally  was  effected.  However,  the  current  was  very 
slow  and  the  river  appeared  stagnant.  From  1892  to  1907,  a  canal  for  the  removal  of  sewage 
and  the  transport  of  oceangoing  vessels  was  constructed  to  connect  with  the  Illinois  River.  By 
the  time  it  was  completed  the  science  of  bacteriology  had  come  into  being  and  further 
treatment  of  the  water  was  judged  necessary. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  were  Chicago  officials  concerned  with  the  flow  of  the  Chicago  River? 

Why  were  the  Canal  Commissioners  concerned  about  it? 

Why  should  people  down-river  have  been  concerned  by  it? 

What  did  city  hall  look  like  at  this  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  12,  14,  15,  17,  21,  31,  and  32 


96 


DOCUMENT  41  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  MAYOR  CONCERNING  THE 

FLOW  OF  THE  CHICAGO  RIVER 


December  30,  1862 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Mayors  Office 
Chicago,  Dec  30  1862 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, 

At  your  meeting  on  the  1^^  ins’t,  you 
authorised  me  to  incur  any  necessary 
expense  to  secure  the  benefit  of  having  a 
stream  of  water  turned  from  the  Calumet 
Feeder  through  the  Canal  into  the 
Chicago  River,  In  compliance 
with  your  resolution,  I  agreed  with 
Mr.  Preston,  the  Sup’t  of  the  Canal,  that 
the  City  would  pay  the  Expense  of  re¬ 
moving  any  deposit  that  might  accme 
from  such  action  on  his  part,  and 
he  accordingly  turned  the  stream 
into  the  river  as  desired.  Afterwards, 
by  resolution  of  the  Canal  Board,  he 
presented  me  a  contract,  of  which 
I  herewith  submit  a  copy,  obliging 
the  City,  not  only  to  remove  the  deposit 
which  might  accrue,  according  to 
our  former  agreement,  but  also  to 


Make  all  repairs  necessary  to  the  banks 
of  the  Canal,  the  necesity  of  which  may 
arise  by  his  action  in  the  premises, 

I  deemed  this  contract, 

as  it  made  the  Superintendant  of  the  Canal  Board,  the  Sole  umpire  & 
objectionable  in  foi  iii^and  I  therefore  judge  of  the  damages 

refused  to  estsr  become  a  party  to 
the  same  on  behalf  of  the  City,  unless 
the  same  should  be  specially  di¬ 
rected  by  the  Common  Council, 

I  herewith  submit  the  contract 
proposed  by  Mr.  Preston;  for  your 
consideration,  and  should  it  meet 
your  approval,  it  will  be  executed 
at  once  on  the  part  of  the  City  by 
the  Mayor  &  Comptroller 

Respectfully  submitted 
F  C  Sherman  Mayor 
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DOCUMENT  42  -  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SCHOOLS  PROVIDING 

FOR  SEGREGATION 


March  23, 1863 
EXPLANATION 

Under  the  Consolidation  Act  for  Chicago  Ordinances  which  took  effect  on  February  13, 
1863,  schools  in  the  city  were  to  be  segregated.  The  part  of  that  act  which  related  to 
schools  for  blacks  read,  “It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  common  council  and  board  of 
education  to  provide  one  or  more  schools  for  the  instruction  of  negro  and  mulatto 
children,  to  be  kept  in  a  separate  building  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  at  which 
colored  pupils,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years,  residing  in  any  school 
district  in  said  city,  shall  be  allowed  to  attend;  and  hereafter  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  such 
pupils  to  attend  any  public  schools  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  at  which  white  children  are 
taught,  after  a  school  for  the  instruction  of  negro  and  mulatto  children  has  been 
provided.”  Document  42  conformed  with  state  law  and  stipulated  that  the  school  for 
blacks  would  be  in  the  South  Division  where  a  majority  of  black  Chicago  residents  lived. 
Although  most  Chicago  citizens  opposed  slavery,  black  freedom  but  not  equality  was  the 
prevalent  sentiment. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Where  did  most  blacks  live  in  Chicago  in  1863? 

Why  was  this  order  passed? 

What  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  1954  would  outlaw  this  order? 

How  does  this  document  reflect  any  difference  of  opinion  between  Frederick  Douglass 
and  Abraham  Lincoln? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  18,  19,  22,  and  33 
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DOCUMENT  42  -  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SCHOOLS  PROVIDING 

FOR  SEGREGATION 


March  23,  1863 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  in  Common  Council  Assembled: 

Your  Committee  on  Schools 
to  whom  was  referred  on  the  27**’  of  June 
last  an  ordinance  entitled  “an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  public  schools” 

having  had  the  same  under  advisement,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  have  by 
Sec  16  Chapter  13  of  the  revised  charter 


approved  Feb  1 3—  1 863,  made  it  the 

duty  of  the  Common  Council  &  Board 

of  Education  to  provide  one  or  more  schools 
colored 

for  the  instruciton  of^rtSgw  &  mulatto 
children  —  They  would  therefore  recom¬ 
mend  the  passage  of  the  following  order 
as  a  substitute  for  said  proposed  ordi¬ 
nance  — 

Ordered 

That  the  Board  of  Education  be  au¬ 
thorised,  and  directed  to  hire  a  suitable 
or  rooms 

building^in  the  South  Division,  and  provide 

requisite  teachers  and  conveniences,  for 

a  school  for  the  instruction  of  colored 

children,  in  accordance  with,  and  to  be 

conducted  in  conformity  to  the  provisions 

of  the  amended  charter  of  1863.  and  that 

the  Mayor  &  Comptroller  be  and  they  are 

hereby  authorised  to  draw  their  warrant 
the  payment  of 

on  the  Treasuarer,  for^such  expenditures  as 
may  be  incurred  in  connection  with  said 
school,  when  duly  certified  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  payable  out  of  the  School  Tax 
Fund  — 


John  Q.  Hoyt 

W  T  Shufeldt 

Report  Concurred  in  and  order 


Committee 

on 

Schools 

passed 
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DOCUMENT  43  -  PROCLAMATION  REGARDING  DAY  OF  THANKSGIVING 


August  4, 1863 
EXPLANATION 

On  July  4,  1863,  over  29,000  Rebel  troops  surrendered  to  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi.  This  gave  the  Union  control  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  split  the 
Confederacy.  On  the  same  day  General  Lee  was  retreating  from  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania,  where  his  offensive  had  cost  him  28,000  casualties  to  the  Union’s  23,000. 
Despite  the  Union  victory  at  Gettysburg,  President  Lincoln  was  despondent  over  General 
Meade’s  failure  to  pursue  Lee  boldly.  Public  opinion  was  swaying  against  the  President 
and  over  July  13-16,  major  draft  riots  occurred  in  New  York  City  in  resistance  to  the 
Union  Conscription  Act.  Lincoln  took  time  out  on  the  fifteenth  to  issue  a  Proclamation  of 
Thanksgiving  setting  aside  August  6,  as  the  day  of  observance.  The  Proclamation 
expressed  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  “victories  on  land  and  on  the  sea  so  signal  and  so 
effective  as  to  furnish  reasonable  grounds  for  augmented  confidence  that  the  Union  of 
these  States  will  be  maintained,  the  constitution  preserved,  and  their  peace  and  prosperity 
permanently  restored.’’ 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  did  President  Lincoln  issue  a  Proclamation  of  Thanksgiving  on  July  15,  1863? 

Of  what  significance  were  the  battles  of  Vicksburg  and  Gettysburg? 

What  day  of  the  week  was  August  6,  1863? 

Who  or  what  did  President  Lincoln  and  Mayor  Sherman  believe  was  on  the  side  of  the 
Union? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  40  and  46 
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DOCUMENT  43  -  PROCLAMATION  REGARDING  DAY  OF  THANKSGIVING 


August  4, 1863 
TRANSCRIPTION 


By  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Chicago. 

A  Proclamation 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  his  proclamation  dated  July  15^  1863,  has 
set  apart  Thursday  August  the  6^  1863,  to  be 
obseryed  as  a  day  of  National  thanksgiying,  praise 
and  prayer. 

Now  therefore,  I,  Francis  C.  Sherman, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  do  hereby  recommend 
to  the  Citizens  of  Chicago,  the  due  obseryance  of 
that  day,  by  abstaining  from  all  secular 
employments  and  assembling  in  their  usual 
places  of  publick  worship  to  render  thanksgiying 
praise  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  in  accordance 
with  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

F.  C.  Sherman  Mayor 
Chicago,  August  4^,  1863. 
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DOCUMENT  44  -  DRAWING  FOR  A  STATE  STREET  BRIDGE 


July  11, 1864 
EXPLANATION 

Chicago’s  first  pivot  bridge  was  built  at  Clark  Street  in  1854.  Five  years  later  the  first 
iron  bridge  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  was  built  at  Rush  Street.  It  too  was  a  pivot 
bridge.  Design  faults  caused  it  to  collapse  in  1863. 

Construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Chicago  River  at  State  Street  was  approved  on  July 
11,  1864.  It  also  had  a  pivot  design.  The  bridge  itself  was  104  feet  long.  When  it  was 
swung  open  to  allow  barges  and  ships  to  pass,  openings  on  each  side  had  74  feet 
clearances.  The  approach  to  the  bridge  from  Wolcott  Street  was  by  a  viaduct  which 
extended  above  the  yards  of  the  Galena  and  Chicago  Railroad.  The  State  Street  bridge 
burned  in  the  Fire  of  1 871 . 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  would  a  bridge  at  State  Street  be  an  advantage  to  the  Galena  and  Chicago  Railroad? 
Which  kind  of  bridge  was  going  to  be  constructed  there  and  why? 

Why  was  Marsh’s  Packing  House  located  next  to  the  Chicago  River? 

Is  Wolcott  Street  currently  where  it  was  in  1864? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  7,  32,  35,  39,  and  50 
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DOCUMENT  44  -  DRAWING  FOR  A  STATE  STREET  BRIDGE 

July  11, 1864 

REPRODUCTION 
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DOCUMENT  45  -  RESOLUTIONS  DONATING  LAND  AND  MONEY  IF  THE 

STATE  CAPITOL  BE  REMOVED  TO  CHICAGO 


January  28, 1865 
EXPLANATION 

In  1818,  when  Illinois  became  a  state  its  Capitol  was  located  at  Kaskaskia.  In  1820, 
Vandalia  became  the  site.  Twenty  years  later  Springfield,  which  was  more  centrally 
located,  was  chosen.  By  the  early  1 860s,  state  legislators  were  expressing  a  desire  for  a 
new  Capitol  building  both  to  house  expanding  state  government  and  to  express  the  state’s 
status  and  aspirations.  Several  Illinois  cities,  including  Chicago,  Peoria,  Jacksonville,  and 
Decatur,  as  well  as  Springfield,  vied  for  the  new  site.  The  eastern  part  of  the  state  was 
appeased  with  a  state  university  at  Champaign  and  the  southern  part  received  a  new  state 
prison  at  Chester.  In  the  end  Springfield  boosters,  who  offered  an  attractive  package  of 
land  and  money,  won  out.  In  February  1867,  an  act  designating  Springfield  was  signed 
into  law  by  Governor  Oglesby  after  it  had  narrowly  passed  in  both  houses.  Construction 
began  in  1868  but  was  not  completed  until  1888  due  to  cost  overruns  and  several  failures 
of  the  electorate  to  approve  additional  funds. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  Chicago  willing  to  provide  in  order  to  have  the  State  Capitol  located  there? 
What  advantages  would  Chicago  have  enjoyed  by  being  the  site  of  the  State  Capitol? 
What  role  did  state  government  play  relative  to  Chicago? 

How  might  the  interests  of  rural  Illinois  have  differed  from  those  of  Chicago? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  1,  15,  29,  31,  41,  42,  and  46 
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DOCUMENT  45  -  RESOLUTIONS  DONATING  LAND  AND  MONEY  IF  THE 

STATE  CAPITOL  BE  REMOVED  TO  CHICAGO 


January  28,  1865 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Whereas  members  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  have  indicated  a  disposition 
to  remove  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  State  from  Springfield  to  some 
other  point,  and  have  expressed  a 
wish  for  a  proposition  from  this  City 


provision  towards  such  removal  here. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the 
Mayor  &  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 
Chicago  in  Common  Council  as¬ 
sembled  — 

1.  Resolved.  That  if  the  necessary 
act  shall  be  passed  by  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  to  remove  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  Chicago,  the  City  of  Chicago 
to  the  State 

will  donate  a  Union  Park  which 
contains  seventeen  acres  and  is 
worth  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
as  a  site  for  the  capital  building  and 
grounds,  and  in  that  event  the  May¬ 
or  and  Comptroller  shall  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered 
to  Jimki.  execute  a  deed  in  fee  simple 
to  the  State  of  said  ^ssasA  property,  to 


have  and  hold  the  same  solely  and 
exclusively  for  the  uses  &  purposes 
aforesaid  — 

2.  Resolved  t  That  the  sum  of  Five 

Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  is  hereby 

appropriated,  as  an  additional  con- 

to  aid  in  constructing  State  buildings, 
tribution,  a  in  the  event  ofthe  passage 

of  such  act,  for  which  the  Comptroller 

shall  draw  his  warrants  on  the 

treasurer  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Illinois 

or  such  commissioners  or  agents  as  the 

State  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same, 

payable  out  of  funds  to  be  derived 

from  the  sale  of  bonds  of  the  city  drawing 

interest  at  the  rate  of 
Aseven  per  cent  per  annum  payable 

semi  annually  and  the  principal  at 

the  end  of  twenty  five  years,  in  New  York  - 

And  we  hereby  ask  of  the  General  Assembly 

u  ^iiiiil  Ilf  to  authorise  the  City  to 

issue  said  bonds  in  the  event  of  the 

passage  of  said  act  — 

3.  Resolved.  That  these  proceedings 
be  signed  by  the  Mayor  and  certi¬ 
fied  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  laid 
before  the  General  Assembly 
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DOCUMENT  46  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  CONFEDERATE  DEAD 


December  17, 1866 
EXPLANATION 

With  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861,  the  federal  government  established  Camp 
Douglas  on  sixty  acres  of  land  south  of  the  city.  Its  initial  purpose  was  to  train  and  recruit 
Union  troops.  However,  during  the  following  year  it  was  transformed  into  a  prison  for 
captured  Confederate  soldiers.  The  camp  received  its  most  notoriety  in  1864  when  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  by  Confederate  soldiers  and  local  sympathizers  to  liberate 
the  camp  and  then  bum  and  plunder  the  city. 

As  prisoners  died  in  the  camp  they  were  buried  in  the  Chicago  Cemetery.  In  1865,  the 
state  Supreme  Court  mled  that  the  city  did  not  have  proper  title  to  the  cemetery  and  it  was 
forced  to  re-inter  3,136  bodies  in  either  Graceland,  Rosehill,  or  Oakwoods  cemeteries.  On 
March  9,  1867,  the  state  legislature  authorized  the  city  council  to  purchase  and  extinguish 
the  titles  of  cemetery  lot  owners  in  order  that  it  could  obey  the  court’s  orders. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Why  did  the  city  report  that  it  wanted  to  remove  the  Confederate  dead  from  the  City 
Cemetery?  Why  did  it  really? 

What  was  Camp  Douglas?  How  many  died  there  and  due  to  which  causes? 

What  was  a  brevet  brigadier  general? 

Where  was  Camp  Douglas? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  40  and  43 
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DOCUMENT  46  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  CONFEDERATE  DEAD 

December  17, 1866 

TRANSCRIPTION 
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DOCUMENT  47  -  INVITATION  TO  A  SOUTHERN  COMMERCIAL 

CONVENTION 


August  16, 1869 
EXPLANATION 

Before  the  Civil  War  the  southern  economy  had  concentrated  on  agriculture  with  cotton 
being  the  chief  product.  Many  leaders  became  concerned  that  this  concentration  and  lack 
of  diversity  was  placing  the  South  behind  the  North  in  terms  of  both  population  and 
wealth.  In  attempts  to  encourage  the  growth  of  manufacturing  in  the  South,  commercial 
conventions  were  held  in  several  southern  cities  between  1852  and  1859.  These  efforts 
were  unsuccessful  and,  if  anything,  they  helped  to  foster  a  sectional  identity  and 
encourage  secessionist  sentiment. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  war,  large  numbers  of  southern  horses,  mules,  and  cattle  had  been 
destroyed  and  most  farms  were  left  at  half  their  previous  values.  However,  the  war  had 
actually  stimulated  manufacturing  and  in  the  war’s  aftermath  industry  was  in  the 
ascendancy  over  agriculture  in  terms  of  growth.  But  the  decade  of  1870-1879  again  saw 
agriculture  dominate  as  the  forces  of  low  demand,  lack  of  skilled  labor,  scarcity  of 
available  capital,  and  insufficient  investments  in  education  and  technology  again  exerted 
themselves. 

Delegates  from  cities,  territories,  chambers  of  commerce,  boards  of  trade,  and  railroad, 
steamboat,  manufacturing,  and  mining  companies  from  all  over  the  country  were  invited 
to  the  Louisville  Convention.  Promoters  recognized  that  the  commercial  interests  of  one 
section  of  the  country  affected  those  of  the  entire  Union.  And  to  this  end  they  sought  to 
ignore  bygones  in  order  to  work  for  mutual  peace  and  prosperity.  The  mayor  of  Chicago 
did  not  accept  the  invitation. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

Where  was  this  convention  to  be  held  and  why? 

What  was  the  purpose  of  this  convention? 

Why  was  Chicago  being  invited  to  participate? 

Can  you  compare  Chicago  to  Louisville  in  1869? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENT:  42 
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DOCUMENT  47  -  INVITATION  TO  A  SOUTHERN  COMMERCIAL 

CONVENTION 


August  16, 1869 
TRANSCRIPTION 


TO 


SOUTHERN  COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION 

Louisville,  August  16^^  1869. 


the  Mayor  of  Chicago 


Sir 


We  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  information 
the  resolutions  of  the  Memphis  Convention,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  appoint  delegates  in  conformity  with  that 
basis  of  representation  to  attend  the  Convention,  to  be  held  in  this 
City  on  the  12^^  October  next.  The  subjects  to  be  considered  are  those 
which  will  most  readily  resuscitate  the  drooping  interests  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  both  in  their  Commercial  and  National 
significance  they  merit  your  most  earnest  attention. 

Yours  truly, 

Blanton  Duncan, 

Chairman 


WARREN  MITCHELL. 
J.  H.  TREZEVANT. 
CHAS.  P.  RUDD. 

JOHN  S.  CARPENTER. 


COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS. 

G.  W.  CHILTON. 

JOHN  B.  DAVIES. 

THOS.  S.  RUDD. 

N.  E.  MILTON. 


DR.  J.  M.  KELLER. 
SAM’L.  P.  CAREY. 
JOHN  C.  GIES. 

W.  L.  WELLER. 


AUXILIARY  COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS 


W.  H.  MERRIWETHER. 

SAM’L.  A.  MILLER. 

JULIUS  DORN. 

DR.  THOS.  J.  GRIFFITHS. 

W.  F.  RUBEL,  Pres.  Board  Aldermen. 
W.  F.  DUERSON.  Pres.  B.  C.  C. 
Councilman  J.  J.  CLEMONS. 


NATHAN  BLOOM. 

V.  P.  ARMSTRONG. 
ALEX.  DUVALL. 
THEODORE  L.  BURNETT. 
ald.  dr.  j.  a.  KRACK. 

Councilman  PHIL.  T.  GERMAN. 
Councilman  H.  W.  WALTON. 


H.G.  VANSEGGERN. 
JULIUS  BARKHOUSE. 
H.  G.  PHILIPS. 

J.  L.  SMYSER. 

Ald.  W.  H.  DULANEY. 
Councilman  C.  R.  LONG. 

J.  H.  BUNCE,  Mayor. 


An  early  answer  is  requested. 
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DOCUMENT  48  -  INVITATION  TO  A  COLUMBUS  DAY  CELEBRATION 

October  11, 1869 

EXPLANATION 

According  to  the  1870  federal  census,  the  foreign-bom  population  of  Chicago  was 
distributed  as  follows: 


Germany 

59,299 

Italy 

552 

Ireland 

39,988 

Belgium 

392 

England 

10,027 

Switzerland 

226 

Wales 

565 

Poland 

1,205 

Scotland 

4,197 

Russia 

118 

Norway 

6,374 

British  America 

9,648 

Sweden 

6,154 

Miscellaneous 

511 

Denmark 

1,243 

Holland 

1,640 

France 

1,418 

TOTAL 

144,557 

Foreign-bom  immigrants  represented  48.35  percent  of  the  overall  population.  Italians 
represented  0.18  percent  of  the  overall  population  and  0.38  percent  of  the  foreign-bom 
population.  A  weekly  Italian  language  newspaper,  L  ’Unione  Italiano  was  begun  on 
August  6,  1 867,  and  it  was  succeeded  by  II  Messaggiere  Italiano  dell  'Quest  on 
November  21,  1868.  Most  Italian-bom  immigrants  worked  in  trades  or  manufacturing 
industries  with  a  few  working  as  professionals  or  domestics. 

The  full  council  accepted  the  invitation. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  kind  of  ethnic  celebration  was  being  held  and  which  kinds  of  food  likely  would 
have  been  available?  Would  they  have  been  consciously  “ethnic”  then,  or  trying  to  pass 
as  “Americans?” 

Why  were  these  Italians  seeking  recognition? 

Why  would  councilmen  choose  to  attend  or  not  attend? 

What  was  the  percentage  of  Italian-bom  immigrants  in  Chicago  at  this  time? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  8,  17,  23,  26,  and  49 


110 


DOCUMENT  48  -  INVITATION  TO  A  COLUMBUS  DAY  CELEBRATION 


October  11, 1869 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicago  1  Oct  1869 — 

Dear  Sir 

You  will  be  please  to  invite  members 
of  the  City  Council  to  take  part  in  the  celebration 
of  the  fete  of  discovery  of  America  by  Chistopher 
Columbus  which  festival  will  be  celebrated  on 
Tuesday  the  12^^  jnst.  As  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  consented  to  be  present  we  judge  that  the 
Alderman  will  have  less  objection  to  take  a 
part  in  the  proceeding 

Yours  Respectfully 
A  Querolli 

President  of  the  Italian  Society 

A.S.  Ohio 

Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Italian  societies 
Carriages  will  be  in  waiting  in 
the  Court  House  Square  on  Tuesday 
the  12^^  at  I2I/2  o’clock  p  m 
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DOCUMENT  49  -  PETITION  FROM  THE  SCANDINAVIAN  EMIGRANT 

ASSOCIATION 


January  12, 1870 
EXPLANATION 

In  1870,  Chicago  inhabitants  included  6,374  residents  bom  in  Norway,  6,154  bom  in 
Sweden,  and  1,243  bom  in  Denmark.  In  total  these  Scandinavians  were  9.53  percent  of 
the  foreign-bom  population  and  4.61  percent  of  the  whole  population.  Although  most 
were  employed  in  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industries,  substantial  numbers  were  in 
domestic  service,  followed  by  the  transportation  industry,  and  then  by  various  trades. 

It  was  common  for  ethnic  groups  to  form  protection  and  assistance  societies  to  help 
newly  arrived  immigrants  find  employment  and  housing.  There  were  many  unscmpulous 
agents  available  to  cheat  the  unworldly  and  newly  arrived  immigrant.  The  first 
Scandinavian  aid  society  was  founded  in  1854.  By  1870,  the  Chicago  Swedish 
community  was  the  largest  in  the  country.  Most  lived  in  the  North  Division  in  an  area 
bounded  by  Chicago,  Division,  Larabee,  and  Franklin  streets.  An  employment  agency 
was  referred  to  as  an  “intelligence  office.”  The  petition  for  a  free  license  was  not  granted. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

What  was  the  purpose  of  the  Scandinavian  Emigrant  Association? 

Why  did  the  Danes,  Norwegians,  and  Swedes  band  together? 

What  was  an  intelligence  office? 

Why  would  one  have  emigrated  from  Scandinavia  to  this  country? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  8,  17,  23,  27,  and  48 
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DOCUMENT  49  -  PETITION  FROM  THE  SCANDINAVIAN  EMIGRANT 

ASSOCIATION 


January  12, 1870 
TRANSCRIPTION 

Chicago.  Januar  12  1 870 
To 

and 

The  Honorable  Major  |lf  thefi^ 

Common  Council  .  . 

of  Chicago.~ 

I  allow  me  hereby  to  beg  you,  if  you 
will  be  kind  and  allow  us  to  get 
a  free  License,  to  keep  above  named 
Emigrant  Office.  Here  in  Chicago 
are  now  a  great  Employments  Offices 
which  in  any  manner  are  swindling 
the  poor  and  helpless  Emigrants. — 
Therefore  I  have  appointed  an  Agent, 
who  has  to  help  and  assist  the  Emmigrants 
in  keeping  those  swindling  Agents  out 
from  them,  and  procure  Employment, 
and  finding  Homes  for  them. — 

Our  means  is  very  small,  and  what 
we  have  got  of  money,  whe  have  to 


keep  that  for  the  use  of  the 
Emmigrants.  — Until  you  can 
decide  this  case  for  us,  I  hope  you 
will  be  kind  and  allow  us  to 
keep  the  Office  without  taking 
any  License  out.  Expecting  your 
worship  in  this  matter  will  please 
help  us  to  get  above  named 
License  I  remain 

Your  most  obedient  Servant 
Joh.  Frigast 
President 
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DOCUMENT  50  -  REQUEST  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  BRICK  AND  IRON  FROM 

BURNED  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 


October  23,  1871 
EXPLANATION 

On  Saturday  night,  October  7,  1871,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  West  Division  between  Canal 
and  Clinton  streets  and  north  of  Van  Buren  Street.  It  was  put  out  hours  later  but  over 
$1,000,000  in  damage  had  been  done  to  wooden  shacks,  lumberyards,  and  factories.  The 
firefighting  had  exhausted  the  fire  department  and  ruined  much  of  its  equipment.  The 
next  night  at  9:30  p.m.,  a  new  fire  erupted  in  the  West  Division  on  DeKoven  Street  and 
swept  toward  the  river  through  narrow  streets  and  alleys.  By  midnight  it  had  leaped  the 
river  at  Adams  Street  and  by  2:30  a.m.  Monday  morning  it  had  reached  the  courthouse.  It 
was  soon  across  the  State  Street  Bridge  and  went  on  to  consume  the  Northwestern 
Railroad  yards,  the  McCormick  Reaper  Works,  grain  elevators,  lumberyards,  and 
residences  beyond.  The  Water  Works  were  gutted  and  the  North  Division  decimated.  In 
all  250  people  were  killed  and  17,450  buildings  were  destroyed.  About  a  third  of  the 
population,  98,000  people,  were  left  homeless  and  $  1 96,000,000  in  property  was 
destroyed. 

POINTS  TO  CONSIDER 

How  did  the  city  respond  to  the  Great  Fire  of  1871? 

What  was  the  damage  in  lives  and  property? 

Why  was  the  fire  so  devastating? 

What  caused  the  fire? 


SEE  RELATED  DOCUMENTS:  2,  4,  10,  15,  27,  31,  and  44 
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DOCUMENT  50  -  REQUEST  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  BRICK  AND  IRON  FROM 

BURNED  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

October  23, 1871 
TRANSCRIPTION 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
Chicago  Oct.  234  1871. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Alderman  of  the 
City  of  Chicago,  in  Common  Council  Assembled 
The  Board  of  Public  Works  would 
respectfully  represent  to  your  Hon.  Body 
that  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of 
material,  consisting  of  brick,  iron  &c. 
the  remains  of  such  of  the  public  buildings 
as  were  destroyed  by  the  late  fire,  which 
might  be  gathered  up  and  sold  and 
a  considerable  sum  realized  therefor. 

If  allowed  to  remain  where  it 
now  lies,  it  will  be  scattered  and 
destroyed,  and  be  a  total  loss  to 
the  City. 

The  Board  recommend  that 
they  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  such 
portion  of  said  material  as  may 
be  thought  desirable  and  they  they 
append  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
hereto. 

Respectfully  submitted 


J  McArthu  Public 


Board  of 


Works 
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DOCUMENT  1  -  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TOWN’S  INCORPORATION 


(ca.)  August  3, 1833 
TRANSCRIPTION 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Citizens  of  Chicago  convened 
pursuant  to  publick  notice  given  according  to  the  Statute 
for  Incorporating  Towns,  Th.  J.  V.  Owen  was  chosen  President 
&  E.  S.  Kimberly  was  chosen  clerk.  The  Oaths  were  then  admin 
istered  by  Russell  E.  Hickok  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Cook  County.  When  the  following  vote  was  taken  on  the 
propriety  of  incorporating  the  Town  of  Chicago,  County 
of  Cook,  State  of  Illinois 


Against  Incorporating 
Russell  E.  Hickok 


For  Incorporating 
John  S.  C.  Hogan 


C.  A.  Ballard 
G.  W.  Snow 
R.  J.  Hamilton 
J.  T.  Temple 
John  Wright 
G.  W.  Dole 
Hiram  Pearsons 
Alanson  Sweet 
E.  S.  Kimberly 
T.  J.  V.  Owen 
Mark  Beaubien 

For  Incorporating  12  against  Incorporation  1 


We  certify  the  above  poll  to  be  correct. 

Th.  J.  V.  Owen  President 
Ed.  S.  Kimberly  Clerk 


(Note;  Filed  Sept.  5,  1833) 
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DOCUMENT  2  -  PETITION  OF  FIREMEN  FOR  AN  ENGINE  HOUSE 


December  16, 1835 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  board  of  Trustees  of  the  town  of  Chicago.  Gentlemen, 


We  the  undersigned  members  of  the  fire  Engine  Company 

No.  1.  would  respectfully  represent,  that  the  building  now  proposed 

for  the  Engine  House,  being  only  12  by  18  feet,  is  unquestionably 

to  small  to  meet  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  Engine  company 

in  this,  towit.  The  House  should  be  sufficiently  large 

not  only  for  the  Engine  and  utensils,  but  also  room  for 

the  necessary  opperations  of  the  company  themselves 

in  drying  by  a  Stove  &c  the  Hose  —  Thawing  the  ice  &c  — 

and  room  enough  to  hold  such  necessary  meetings 
are 

of  the  members  as  a  required  of  them. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  suggest,  that 
a  Cistern  which  would  hold  3  or  4  Hogsheads  of 
water  ought  to  be  constructed  and  attached  to  the 
Engine;  as  it  will  be  remembered,  we  have  only 
150  feet  of  Hose  and  Suction  Engine. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  board. 


S.G.  Trowbridge 
T  O  Davis 
H  G  Loomis 
O.  S.  Beach 
H.B.  Clarke 
Joel  Wicks 
N  L  F  Monroe 
H  M  Draper 
John  Dye 
Ira  Kimberly 


16th  Dec.  1835 

Will^  MSCorristen 
Amos  C  Hamilton 
S.  W  Paine 
James  H  Malford 
M.  B.  Beaubien 
Edmund  Peek 
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DOCUMENT  3  -  COUNCIL  ACTIONS  IN  RELATION  TO  CITY  SCRIP 


1837 

TRANSCRIPTION 


29  May  1837 


Common  Council 

“The  Com  on  Finance  were  instructed 
to  report  to  the  next  meeting  their  views  of  the  propriety 
of  Issuing  scrip  and  thereby  loaning  individuals 
money  in  small  amounts.” 


June  1,  1837 

“The  Comm  on  Finance  reported  on  the 
subject  of  Issuing  scrip  and  recommened  the  issue  of 
$5000.  ,  the  report  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  with  instructions  to  report  an  ordinance. 


Sept.  4,  1837 

A  resolution  was  offered  Authorizing  the  issue 

of  $5000  dolls  of  scrip  Aid  Bolles  moved  to  reduce 

question 

the  amount  to  1 000,  no  second  motipw  on  resolution 
passed. 

Motion  Aid  Goodhue  ordered  I.  McNab  be 
appointed  Special  Clerk  pro  tern,  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  up  and  signing  the  scrip  issued  by  the 
Corporation,  on  Motion  it  is  ordered  that  the  scrip 
issued  by  the  Corporation  be  filled  up  as  payable  on 
the  4  day  March  1838. 

7  Nov.  1837 

On  motion  Aid  Bolles  resolved  that  city  Scrip 
to  the  amount  of  Two  Thousand  dollars  be 
filled  up  and  issued  and  that  I  McNab  be 
appointed  Special  Clerk  pro  tern  to  fill  up 
and  sign  said  Scrip. 
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DOCUMENT  4  -  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  FIRE  WARDEN  CONCERNING 

STOVEPIPES  AND  CHIMNEYS 


October  11, 1841 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicago  Oct  1541 

to  the  Honerable 

the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago 

the  fire  Warden  of  the  Second  Ward  would  Respectfully 

Suggest  to  your  honerable  Boddy  the  propriety 

of  an  additional  Ordinance  on  the  Subject  of 

Stove  pipes  Chimneys  &c  Simalar  to  the  following 

Viz  that  no  Stove  pipe  Shall  be  placed  less  than 

3  inches  from  wood  or  other  Combustible  matter 
part  of  a 

and  that  no  a  stove  pipe  Shall  be  hid  from  the  view 

of  the  fire  Warden,  and  no  Stove  pipe  Shall 

Enter  a  Chimney  in  a  garret  unless  there  is 

a  Stair  way  and  Steps  into  the  garett  that 

go 

the  fire  warden  may  a  up  to  Examine  the  pipe 

and  Chimney  —  And  no  Stone  Crock  or  Earthen 

Ware  Shall  be  considered  a  Safeguard  from  fire 

when  around  a  Stove  pipe  unless  the  wood 

or  other  Combustible  matter  is  3  inches  from  said 

Shall  be  built 

pipe  —  And  no  Chimneys  a  without  plastering  the 

flues  —  And  all  flues  Shall  be  Surounded  with 

not  less  than  a  4  inch  wall  (Except  a  petition  between 

two  flues)  And  all  Chimneys  Shall  have  a  Convenient 

out 

place  at  their  bottom  for  taking  a  the  Sut  —  And  all 

be 

Chimneys  and  Stove  pipes  Shall  a  Swept  or  Cleaned  out 

once  in  5  weeks  in  all  Blocks  of  Buildings  — 

the  above  Suggestions  I  would  Respectfully  Submit 

Jeremiah  Price 
fire  Warden  of  2^  Ward 
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DOCUMENT  5  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  VOCAL  MUSIC  IN  THE 

SCHOOLS 


December  11, 1841 


TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Chicago  in  Common  Council  assem¬ 


bled: 


The  undersigned  Inspectors  of  Common 
Schools  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  also  members 
of  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
respectfully  represent  that  a  meeting  of  the 
Inspectors  and  Trustees  of  Common  Schools 
of  this  city  was  held  at  the  office  of 
William  Jones  Esq.  on  the  10^^  day  of  December 
Inst,  in  order  to  ascertain  and  examine  into 
the  propriety  of  introducing  vocal  music 
into  the  common  schools  of  this  city: 

and  that  upon  a  full  consideration  of 
the  subject  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  introduction  of  vocal  music 
under  the  superintendance  of  a  competent 
teacher  into  the  common  schools  of  this 
city  would  be  of  great  importance  and 
tend  much  to  the  improvement  of  the 
Scholars,  and  be  of  great  general  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  Schools: 

We  therefore  respectfully  recom¬ 
mend  the  subject  to  your  Hon.  board,  and 
trust  that  you  will  take  such  action  on 
the  matter  as  its  importance  demands 


DecT  11.  1841 
N.H.  Bolles 
William  Jones 


Inspectors 

& 

Committee 


John  Gray 
H.S.  Rucker 


© 


DOCUMENT  6  -  LETTER  FROM  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN 

May  12, 1842 

TRANSCRIPTION 


Hermitage 


Gentlemen 

May  12^  1842 

I  have  recf^at  this  place  your  letter 

inviting  me  in  behalf  ofiSsr  Common  Council  to  visit 

Chicago  on  my  way  home.  Having  decided  to  return 

I  hope 

by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  it  will,  be  in  my  power  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  I  beg  you  to  assure  them  that  I  shall  do  so 
with  great  pleasure.  It  is  not  at  this  moment  in  my 
power  to  say  at  what  time  I  shall  be  able  to 
reach  your  City  but  hope  to  do  so  by  the  20^ 
of  June,  at  the  furthest. 

Have  the  goodness  to  make 
to  the  Council  my  sincere  acknowledgments 
for  this  gratifying  mark  of  their  respect,  and 
believe  me  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully 
your  friend  and 
obedient  Sevt 
M.  Van  Buren 


To/ 

John  Calhoun 
Daniel  Ellston 
N.  B.Judd  C.C. 


Committee 


© 


DOCUMENT  7  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  GALENA 

RELATING  TO  A  RAILROAD 


May  16, 1843 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Galena  May  16th  1843 
To 

The  Honl  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Chicago 

Gentlemen 

I  have  the  honor  of 

being  appointed  a  Committee  by  the  Mayor  &  Aldermen  of 
this  City  in  order  to  open  a  correspondence  with  yourselves 
or  a  Committee  of  your  body  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
concert  of  action  for  the  adoption  of  some  plan  whereby 
the  Stockholders  of  the  Chicago  &  Galena  Union  Rail  Road 
Company  can  be  activated  to  progress  with  an  enterprise 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  future  prosperity  of  both 
Cities  as  that  is  —  Hopeing  to  have  your  cordial  approba¬ 
tion  and  united  action 

I  remain  Gentlemen 
Very  Respectfully 
Your  Obt  Sevt 
R.  F.  Parry 


DOCUMENT  8  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  MAYOR  OF  BUFFALO 


December  27,  1843 


TRANSCRIPTION 


Mayors  office 


Buffalo  Deer  27.  1843.- 


Dr  Sir 


In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  I  have  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  you  a  Copy  of  our  City  Charter  and 
ordinances. 

It  is  intended  as  an  expression  on  the  part 
of  the  City  of  Buffalo  of  its  friendship  for  the  City 
of  Chicago,  and  of  a  desire  for  a  lasting  continuance 
of  the  ties  which  cement  every  portion  of  our  happy 
Union- 

With  a  sincere  wish  for  the  contined  prosperity 
of  your  noble  City 


I  have  the  honour  to  be  very  resp= 
ectfully  &  truly  yours  Ob|,  Servf, 

Jos  G.  Masten 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Buffalo 


1  His  Honour  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Chicago 
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DOCUMENT  9  -  PETITION  FOR  A  FREE  LICENSE  FOR  A  MUSEUM 

November  12, 1844 

TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Chicago 
in  council  assembled — The  undersigned  would  respectflily 
represent  to  your  honorable  body  that  they  have  made 
arrangements  to  establish  a  perm^ent  institution  in 
the  city  of  Chicago  for  the  collection  and  exhibition  of  Natural 
and  Artificial  curiosities,  Paintings,  relics  &c  to  be  call*^ 
the  “Western  Museum,,  to  be  conducted  on  a  plan  so  far  as  its 
means  &  facilities  will  permit.  Similar  to  museums  of  the 
best  reputation  in  the  country.  And  as  they  believe  the 
existance  dfcin  any  city  of  a  well  conducted  and  permanent 
Museum,  where  the  wonders  of  nature,  the  beauties  of  Art, 
and  the  relics  of  Antiquity  may  be  studied  or  admired, 
forms  a  powerful  auxilliary  to  science,  to  art,  and  to 
literature,  in  fine  mingling  useful  knowledge  with  rational 
entertainment.  The  undersigned  therefore  respectfully  pray 
your  honorable  body  that  in  consideration  of  these  advan= 
tages  to  citizens  and  in  accordance  with  established  prece= 
dent  in  other  cities,  to  grant  them  a  license  for  the  aforesaid 
exhibition  without  fee  or  charge  other  than  the  necessary 
perquisites  to  the  proper  officer  issuing  the  same  — -  as 
your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. — 

E  Price 

Signd  S.  Sircomb 

E  W  Hadley 
A  B  Lewis 


Chicago  Nov.  12th,  44 


DOCUMENT  10  -  REPORT  RELATING  TO  A  NIGHT  WATCH  AND  WATCH 

HOUSE 


April  11, 1845 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  a  night  watch  and  watch 
house  would  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  had  the  matter  under  consideration 
and  would  State,  that  in  their  opinion 
the  increasing  population  of  our  city,  with  the 
TlffBSBwy  increase  of  property,  renders  it 
very  necessary  that  a  night  watch  should 
be  established  for  the  protection  of  the 
property  of  our  citizens  from  loss,  as  well 
by  fire,  as  dishonest  persons,  and  that  a 
night  watch  cannot  fully  perform  this 
duty  without  a  watchhouse,  for  all  suspicious 
persons  arrested  during  the  night  — 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  as  a 
watch  house  the  room  formed  around  the 
base  of  the  liberty  pole  on  the  Public  Square, 
as  a  proper  place  with  some  small 
improvements  —  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted 
April  11.  1845  — 


Samuel  Grier 


DOCUMENT  11  -  PETITION  CONCERNING  SCHOOL  TEACHERS’  SALARIES 

May  2, 1845 

TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Mayor  and  Common 

Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago. 

The  under  signed  Teachers  in  the  Common 
Schools  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  would 
respectfully  state  that  during  the  time 
they  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  City, 

(one  for  nearly  five  years,  the  other  for 

two  years)  they  have  devoted  their  whole 

time  and  attention  to  their  duties  as 

Teachers,  and  to  their  improvement 

in  their  vocation:  that  their  duties 

are  responsible  and  arduous,  and 

they  believe  they  have  discharged  them 

to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of 

Inspectors,  under  whose  immediate 

supervision  they  have  acted — :  and  also 

have  met  with  the  approbation  of 

the  parents,  whose  children  have  been 

placed  under  their  care.  The 

under  signed  would  respectfully  suggest 

to  your  Honorable  Board,  that  the 

salary  fixed  for  Teachers  ($400  per  annum) 

is  insufficient  for  the  support  of  those 

who  are  competent  to  teach;  that  they 

are  not  as  well  paid  as  most  persons 

engaged  in  mercantile  and  mechanical  em- 

-ployment,  who  have  little  responsibility  resting 

upon  them,  and  whose  duties  are  less  arduous  than 

those  of  the  Teachers  —  that  injustice  to  the 

Cause  of  Education,  Teachers  of  your  Common 

Schools  should  be  respectfully  rewarded 

if  not  well  paid  for  their  services,  and  would 

therefore  request  your  consideration  to  the  subject 

of  an  addition  to  the  salary  of  the 

under  signed 


A.  D.  Sturtevant 
A.  G.  Wilder 
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DOCUMENT  12  -  PETITION  RELATING  TO  GEESE  RUNNING  AT  LARGE 


August  29, 1845 


TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Members  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago.  Ill 


As  you 


have  begun  the  good  work  of  removing  Nuisan 
ces  We  would  call  your  attention  to  what 
your  Petitioners  consider  one  of  the  greatest 
We  find  of  late  a  number  of  Flocks  of 
Geese  parading  the  Streets  and  using  espec¬ 
ially  the  sidewalks  for  a  common  Highway 

And,  as  the  old  Proverb  hold,  true  That  they  eat 
all  before  them  and  poison  all  behind  them  & 
moreover  are  the  Nastiest  of  all  Creatures 

We  would  pray  your  Honorable  Body  that  they 
receive  from  your  hands  no  Quarters,  but 
that  you  dispose  of  them  in  a  summary 
manner  And  as  in  duty  bound,  we  with 
all  good  Citizens  will  ever  pray  till  said 
Nuisances  be  removd. 


B  F  Hadduck 


Ephraim  C.  Stowell 


J.  Beecher 


E.A.  Hadduck 
C  Beers 
S.B.  Cobb 


A.  Blaikie 
S  Wadhums 
D  E  Eddy 
Thomas  Sherry 


L.G.  Tuttle 


C.  Drake 


E  Bowen 


A  L  Jacobus 


J.A.  Smith 


DOCUMENT  13  -  RESOLUTION  CONCERNING  A  FLAG  FOR  THE  CHICAGO 

INVINCIBLES 


May  12, 1846 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Whereas  the  Hon  Augustus  Garrett  has  raised 
a  company  of  volunteers  in  this  City,  called 
the  “Chicago  Invincibles”,  to  be  attached  to  the  forces 
called  into  the  field  by  the  President,  and  has 
clothed  the  same  at  his  own  expense  — 
and  in  view  of  his  patriotic  exertions  in  aiding 
in  procuring  clothing  for  other  companies  raised 
in  this  city  —  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  — 

That  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Chicago,  present,  through  the  Mayor, 
an  appropriate  flag  to  the  Chicago  Invincibles, 
and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  procure  the  same. 

That  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  be  authorized 
to  draw  an  order  upon  the  City  Treasurer  to 
defray  the  expense  — 


DOCUMENT  14  -  PETITION  FOR  APPOINTMENT  AS  CITY  SCAVENGER 

April  23,  1847 

TRANSCRIPTION 


To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council  Assembled 
Your  Petitioner  actuated  in  behalf  of  Public  good  as  well  as 
Private  begs  to  call  Your  Honorable  attention  to  certain  evils 
which  manyyfi^Bc  Citicens  labor  under  in  not  fiilly  complying 
with  a  certain  City  Ordinance,  (viz)  That  which  relates  to  throwing 
or  depositing  in  the  Streets  any  Vegetable  or  Animal  Matter 
The  above  law  without  other  Provisions  is  rendered  neugatorry 
as  house  keepers  cannot  or  will  not  take  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  sending  dayly  their  refuse  or  Swill  out  of  the  City  concequently 
of  necessity  Law  is  violated 

There  is  also  another  evil  arising  from  the  above  violation  of 
Law  (viz)  alurements  for  Cattle  &  Hogs  or  by  owners  driveing  them 
to  be  fed  in  the  Streets  to  the  great  anoyance  of  Citicens  &  Country- 
-men  with  produce. 

Therefore  Your  Petioner  would  beg  of  Your  Honorable  Body  to  take 
into  consideration  the  following  remedy  for  the  existing  evil. 

That  A  Bell  Man  or  Men  with  Carts  or  Waggons  who  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  direction  of  Street  Commissioners  or  City  Marshall 
for  all  necessary  information  appertaining  to  time,  and 
Streets  for  collecting.  Also  that  Citicens  may  be  in  due  time 
aprised  of  the  aproach  of  the  Cart  or  Waggon  by  the  Bell  & 
to  receive  from  whosoever  shall  hand  or  convey  into  the  aforesaid 
Cart  or  Waggon  any  Vegetable  or  Animal  Matter. 

Your  Petionerer  would  also  suggest  to  Your  honorable  body 
that  He  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  collecting  or  receiving 
the  aforesaid  collections  at  some  convenint  distance  and  alowing 
the  worth  thereof  or  as  Your  honorable  body  may  judiciously 
determine  I  will  be  happy  to  conform  and  will  be  ever 
bound  in  high  respect  for  the  favour  recvd. 

John  Ludby 


Chicago  April  23,  1847 
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DOCUMENT  15  -  ORDINANCE  TO  PREVENT  FILTH  FROM  ENTERING  THE 

WATER  SUPPLY 


June  9, 1848 
TRANSCRIPTION 


An  Ordinance,  to  prevent  filth  from  entering 
into  the  Itydiuulit  Works  of  the  Chicago 
Hydraulic  Company  from  Lake  Michigan 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  Chicago  that  no  person  or 

11,,  «  ,  .  or  swim 

persons  shall  hereafter  dnve  e^^lead  a  any 

horse,  or  horses,  or  other  animal  into 
Lake  Michigan  at  the  East  end  of 
Lake  Street,  in  said  city  (or  between  the 
Hydraulic  Works  of  said  Company,  and 
the  South  Pier,  for  the  purpose  of  washing 
or  cleaning  said  horse  or  horses  or  other 
animal. — ^Nor  shall  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons  wash  or  clean  any  carriage  or 
vehicle  whatever,  within  said 
limits,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done 
Any  person,  who  shall  violate 
any  provision  of  the  foregoing  ordinance 
shall  forfeit  to  the  City  of  Chicago  the  penalty 
of  Ten  dollars,  to  be  collected  before 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Court  having 
Jurisdiction  there  of: 

Passed  June  9^^^ 

1848 

Attest  S.  Abell 
Clerk 


James  H.  Woodworth 
Mayor 
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DOCUMENT  16  -  COMMUNICATION  REGARDING  THE  CHICAGO  HARBOR 


March  30, 1849 


TRANSCRIPTION 


Memorandum  of  Soundings  taken  March  29^  1 849 

The  above  is  a  rough  sketch  of  the  present  state  of  Chicago 
Harbor  —  the  principal  obstruction  to  the  navigation  for 


the 


vessels  entering  the  Harbor  appears  to  be  ^  narrow  bar  at 

the  end  of  the  North  pier,  a  channel  thro’  which,  could 
be  made 

Aby  seven  or  eight  days  work  of  the  steam  Dredge  —  there  are 
but  two  sand  scows  both  in  a  damaged  condition,  one  of  which 
is  a  shore  on  the  south  side  of  the  south  pier,  the  other  is  full  of 
water  &  made  fast  inside  of  the  South  pier  —  two  more 
of  the  Sand  Scows  are,  I  understand  ashore  at  the  Calumet 
which  could  be  hauled  out  there  &  repaired  &  towed  into  this 
Harbor  —  these  four  Scows  if  repaired  would  be  sufficient 
to  work  the  Dredge  at  the  mouth  of  the  Harbor,  as  the 
sand  would  have  to  be  carried  only  a  short  distance. 


Chicago- 
March  30^  1849 


Gamble 


H.  R.  Payson  Esq 


SYMPTOMS 


DOCUMENT  17  -  PHYSICIAN’S  CHOLERA  REPORT 

June  3, 1849 

TRANSCRIPTION 


Date  3^  June 
Nation, 

Location, 

Occupation, 

Habits, 

/ Diarrhoea, 

/  How  long  standing, 

1  Vomiting,  character  of, 

\  Cramps,  where, 

\  Purging,  character  of, 
y  Intellectual  State, 

State  of  skin  and  extremities. 
State  of  other  secretions. 


PHYSICIANS’  REPORT. 

No.  2  of  Deaths 

Name,  Edward  Walin  Age,  40  Sex,  male 

Irish 

Wolcott  street  North  Division 
Laborer,  at  House  moving 
Rather  intemperate 

Present.  &  Profuse 
Twelve  hours 
Present.  Fluid 

Present.  Abdomen  &  Extremities 
Rice  Water  &  Profuse 
Dull,  with  tendency  to  Coma 
Cold  &  Clammy,  Profuse  perspiration 
No  secretion  from  Kidneys  or  salivary  glands 
Pulse  weak  &  entirely  absent  at  times 
Treatment,  Sulpher  &  Charcoal  3  grs.  Calomel  10  grs.  Quinine  5  grs. 

opium  1  gr.  Mix.  Repeated  every  3  hours 

Mustard  to  extremities  and  abdomen 
All  the  external  heat  possible  applied 
to  extremities. 

Result,  Death.  12  Ihours  after  the  premonitory  sympt 

and  six  hours  after  the  first  med  was  given 

Remarks 

This  patient  had  been  laboring  hard  in  the  open 

air  till  12  oclock  at  night  previous  to  the 

attack  at  2  in  the  morning.  Was  probably 

intemperate.  Lived  in  a  garret  into  which 

5  or  6  others  were  crowded.  Died  in  the  opinion 

of  the  undersigned  on  act  of  neglect  in  Calling  med  aid. 


W.  B.  Herrick  M.D. 


DOCUMENT  18  -  PETITION  FOR  FREDERICK  DOUGLASS’S  USE  OF  CITY 

HALL 


July  12, 1849 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicago  July  12,  1849 

To  the  Mayor  of  Chicago  and  the  City  Council 
We  the  undersigned  having  heard  that  the 
well  known  and  successful  advocates  of  Afri¬ 
can  freedom  and  human  rights,  Fredrick 
Douglas  and  C.  T.  RoMonde  are  soon  to  vis¬ 
it  our  city  feel  under  obligations  to  aid 
their  cause  by  offering  them  the  most  con¬ 
venient  lecture  room  at  our  command — 
and  therefore  pray  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council  to  grant  them  the  use  of  the 
City  Hall  on  the  evenings  of  July  12-13-14  &  15 


Philip  Maxwell 

J  B  Doggett 

J.  Young  Scammon 

T  A  Stewart 

E.  Blackman 

Jno  L  Scripps 

Aaron  Gibbs 

0.  J.  Rose 

W.  H.  Brown 

W  H  Adams 

Robt.  Malcom 

J.W.  Hooker 

A  Clyboum 

Osborn 

Elija  Smith 

F.V.  Pitney 

Jas  McClellan  Jr. 

J  R  Thomas 

Ira  Reynolds 

F  Scammon 

Daniel  Brainard 

E  B  Hulbert 

Jno.  Evans 

George  Anderson 

[A  C  Cargill] 

J  M  Vanosdel 

N  B  Judd 

Sam  Hoard 

F.  Newhall 

Jno.  H.  Kinzie 

Thomas  Church 

E.M.  Jones 

J  M  Edwards 

Alfred  Cowly 
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DOCUMENT  19  -  RESOLUTION  REGARDING  THE  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  ACT 


November  29,  1850 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Whereas  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act,  recently  passed  by  Congress,  is  re= 
volting  to  our  moral  sense,  and  an  outrage  upon  our  feelings  of  jus= 
tice  and  humanity,  because  it  desregards  all  the  securities  which  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  have  thrown  around  personal  liberties,  and 
its  direct  tendency  is  to  alienate  the  people  from  their  love  and  reve= 
rence  for  the  Government  and  Institutions  of  our  Country  —  therefore; 

Resolved,  That  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  solemn= 

ly  adjudged  that  State  Officers  are  under  no  obligations  to 

fulfil  duties  imposed  upon  them,  as  such  Officers,  by  any 

Act  of  Congress,  we  do  not  therefore  consider  it  a  part  of  our 

duty,  or  the  duty  of  the  City  Officers  of  the  City  of  Chicago, 

to  aid  or  assist  in  the  arrest  of  fugitives  from  oppression; — 

and  by  withholding  such  aid  or  assisstance  we  do  not  believe 

will 

that  our  “Harbour  appropnations  would  be  withheld,”  “our 

that,, 

Rail  Roads  injured,”  “our  Commerce  destroyed” —  or  “treason 

would  be  committed  against  our  Government.” 


DOCUMENT  20  -  PETITION  FOR  A  LICENSE  TO  EXHIBIT  A  PANORAMA  OF 

THE  OVERLAND  ROUTE  TO  CALIFORNIA 


March  27, 1851 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Mayor  &  Council 
of  the  City  of  Chicago 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Hunt 
and  Company  desire  the  privlege  of  Exibiting 
in  your  City  the  ensuing  week  Mr.  Wilkins 
Panarama  of  the  Overland  Rout  To  California. 

I  am  told  that  your  Charter  gives  you  the 
right  to  tax  such  exhibitions.  I  therefore,  in 
behalf  of  said  Company,  make  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  p4«ee- privlege  of  said  exhibition 
It  has  been  Stated  by  one  of  your  former  members 
that  the  whole  matter  is  optionarry  with  your 
Body;  also  that  in  some  instances  when  you 
have  been  satisfied  that  the  exhibition  is  one 
of  great  public  utility,  that  you  have  waved 
all  tax  —  You  will  then,  suffer,  me  to  say 
that  ours  is  one  which  can  not  be  sur- 
-passed  in  this  respect,  by  any  one  ever  ex- 
-hibited  in  the  country,  as  the  sequel  will 
prove  —  We  should  be  glad  to  hear  the 
result  immediately,  as  we  have  not  yet 
secured  a  Hall  for  exhibition,  but  wish 
to  do  so  to  night 

Very  Respectfully  Yours 
D.  Whitney 
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DOCUMENT  21  -  COMMUNICATION  REGARDING  MR.  KEITH’S  HOG  PEN 


July  25,  1851 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Honl  the  Mayor  &  Aldermen  City 
of  Chicago  in  Common  Council  assembled 
The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Sundry  Citizens  of  the  North 
divission  of  the  city  in  relation  to  the  “Hog 
Pen  of  Mr.  Keith”  begs  leave  to  offer  the 
following  report  —  that  he  has  under 
the  order  of  the  board  of  Health,  &  subsequently 
of  the  Common  Council,  prosecuted  Mr 
Keith  in  three  suits  two  of  which 
resulted  in  favor  of  the  City  &  one  against 
it —  The  undersigned  further  states  that 
the  “Hog  Pen”  continues.  &  the  dung  is 
still  conducted  into  the  waters  of  the  Chicago 
River  contrary  to  the  Health  ordinance. 

Although  the  proprietor  of  the  Establishment 
has  done  all  that  can  properly  be  done 
to  make  a  “Hog  Pen”  a  sweet  smelling 
place  yet,  it  is  still  bitterly  complained 
of  by  persons  living  within  its  v^icinity 
The  undersigned  asks  further  to 
be  instructed  in  this  matter 

All  of  which  is  respectfully 
Submitted  by 

July  25th  1851  C  P  Bradley 


Health  Officer 
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DOCUMENT  22  -  PETITION  RELATING  TO  THE  ARREST  OF  A  FUGITIVE 


SLAVE 


March  1, 1852 


TRANSCRIPTION 


of  the  City  of  Chicago  J 

Your  Petitioner,  would  respectfully  ask 
of  your  Hon^  Body,  to  be  released  from  the  payment  of 


a  certain  Fine,  imposed  upon  him  in  November  last 

The  particulers,  of  which  is  as  follows.  That  during 
the  excitement  of  the  arrest  of  the  Fugitive  Slave,  last  Fall, 
your  Petitioner,  was  in  the  Street,  looking  on  at  the  confusion 
of  the  crowd,  the  Same  as  many  others.  And  while  so 
Standing,  quietly  and  peacable.  He  was  ordered  by  the 
City  Marshall,  and  an  officer  of  the  Police,  To  assist 
in  arresting  a  certain  noisy,  unruly  person,  who  was 
trying,  to  excite  the  crowd  to  Violence,  I  obeyed  the  order 
of  the  officers,  and  did  assist  in  taking  this  person 
to  the  Watch  House,  And  for  so  doing,  I  was  complain- 
-ed  of,  and  Suit  brought  against  me,  by  the  person  so 
arrested,  and  by  an  array  of  witnesses,  who  Swore 
direct  false,  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  I  was  fined 
$12,50  and  costs,  which  fine,  your  Petitioner  would 
respectfully  Say,  He  is  utterly  unable  to  pay,  as  the 
compensation  for  his  daily  Labor,  is  barely  Sufficient 
now  to  Support  himself  and  family,  and  Knowing 
no  Honorable  way,  he  can  pay  the  fine. 

He  very  respectfully  asks  of  your  Honorable  Body, 
to  be  released  from  the  payment  thereof 

And  your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray. 


William  Taylor 


Chicago  March  1.  1852 
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DOCUMENT  23  -  CENSUS  REPORT 


August  9, 1852 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Hon.  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council 
Census  of  Chicago 

Taken  as  of  the  first  of  June  A  D  1852 

By  Wdall  &  Hopkins 

Total  Number  of  Inhabitants: 

Thirty  Eight  thousand 

Seven  hundred  and  Thirty  Three 


Classified  as  follows: 

38,733 

White  Population 

38,M8 

Colored  " 

345. 

Male 

20,670 

Female  " 

18.063 

American  bom  " 

19,314 

Foreign  "  " 

19419 

Owners  of  habitations  or  number  of  those 

owning  the  dwellings  in  which  they  reside  3.156 


Chicago,  August  J585  9^^  1352 
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DOCUMENT  24  -  TAX  STATISTICS 


September  26, 1853 
TRANSCRIPTION 


1  West  Division  | 

1  North  Division  | 

1  South  Division  1 

Divisions 
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DOCUMENT  25  -  REPORT  OF  THE  KEEPER  OF  THE  CITY  BRIDEWELL 


November  31, 1853 
TRANSCRIPTION 


997  1 

166 

096 

948 

947 

945 

943 

922 

616 

816 

904 

00  00 
so  >0 
©  xj 
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824 
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763 

749 

NOior 

Margaret  Welsh  | 

Catherine  Chester 

John  Dougherty 

Robert  Slipper 

William  Thorp 

Owen  Ryan 

John  Morgan 

Henry  Bunker 

1  Susan  Carney  | 

George  Stewart 

Sarah  A.  Simpson 

Peter  Legros 

Mary  OBrien 

Eliza  Thompson 

Elizabeth  Wilson 

1  James  Driger  | 

Letetia  McHenry 

Patrick  Tierney 

Cornelius  Howard 

NAMES  OF  CONVICTS. 
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Drunk  making  disturbance  &c 
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Drunk  and  disorderly 
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Served  tcnn  in  Bridewell 

Served  term  in  Bridewell 

Sep*  11/52 

Served  term  and  also  balance  on  term  from  which  he  escaoed 

Served  term  in  Bridewell 

Bunker's  term  expired  on  the  Jro  inst;  detained  in  Bridewell 
acct  of  iniuries  received  from  falline  into  State  St  Market  Cellar. " 
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DOCUMENT  26  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  GERMAN 

CONSTABLE 


August  21, 1854 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  His  Honor  The  Mayor  &  The  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago: 

We  the  undersigned  Citizens  of  the 
North  Town  of  Chicago,  respectfully  represent 
that  there  is  a  great  necessity  for  an  increase 
of  the  Number  of  acting  Contable  for  said  Town 
and  that  justice  is  frequently  defeated  from 
the  want  of  such  Officers  to  execute  the 
various  writs  issued  by  the  several  Justices 
of  the  Peace  acting  in  said  Town 
We  would  also  represent  that  the  German 
population  of  said  Town  is  very  large,  and 
there  is  now  no  German  Constable  acting  in 
said  Town,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  favor 
and  Convenience  to  that  large  Class  of  our 
citizens  to  have  such  an  Officer  in  said  Town 
We  would  also  further  represent  that  Mr. 
Anton  Iton  is  a  German  Citizen  and  an 
old  resident  of  said  Town,  and  believe  him 
to  be  a  suitable  person  to  fill  said  Office, 

We  believe  him  to  be  well  qualified  to  per- 
-form  its  duties  faithfully  and  with  dispatch 
and  a  person  a  good  Moral  Character, 

We  would  therefore  respectfully  petition  your 
Honorable  boddy  to  appoint  the  said 
Anton  Iton  a  Special  Constable  for  the 
North  Town  of  Chicago,  and  your  petitioners, 
will  ever  remain  &c 

Names 


F.  Gund 

F.  A.  Huck 
S.  Henderson 
Henry  Stupp 
L  Baer 

Jacob  Portmann 
[A.  Ness] 

J.  Burth 

G.  Portmann 
Peter  Fischer 
A.  Baer 

F.  W.  Schoellner 

K.  Kastles 
C.  Muller 
Louis  Horn 


J  Horn 

Theodore  Weiller 
Michael  McGuire  J.P. 
Chancellor  L  Jenks,  Attyj 
Francis  M^Murray 
WH  Stickney 
John  Dunlap 


David  W  Hoffman 
C.  0,Malley 
John  Healy 
Patk  OConnor 
John  McDermott 
W.  P.  Gill 
E.  S.  Castle 
James  H  Draper 
Chas  Blow 
Wni  Marshall 
William  Fleming 
John  Hiely 
Patrick  Rowans 

Myles  Fitz  Gibbons 
David  Carry 
P.  W  Koen 
David  Van  Bramer 
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DOCUMENT  27  -  PETITION  OF  E.  MIELING  FOR  RELIEF  DUE  TO  DAMAGES 

INCURRED  BY  HIS  WIFE 


August  28, 1854 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Hon.  Mayor  &  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Your  Petitioner 

E.  Mieling,  respectfully 

represents  to  you,  that  he  has  heretofore 
presented  his  certain  Petition  for 
relief  to  your  Hon.  body,  for  certain 
injuries  sustained  by  the  wife  of  your 
Petitioner  being  run  over  by  the  wheels 
of  a  Fire-engine  running  to  a  fire  in  this 
city.  The  Common  Council  was  thereupon 
Pleased  to  order  the  Payment  of  fifty 
Dollars  to  your  Petitioner,  to  relieve  the 
most  pressing  necessities  of  the  case  at  that 
time,  promising  the  payment  of  more 
money,  should  it  become  necessary. 

Your  Petitioner  would  further  say,  that 
the  entire  sum  of  fifty  Dollars  was  paid 
to  Dr.  Kaeferly,  the  surgeon  who  dressed  the 
wounds  of  his  wife,  on  account,  and  that 
your  Petitioner  is  still  indebted  to  him  in  a 
large  sum,  and  is  also  indebted  to  Fred 
Rosenmerkel  in  the  sum  of  about  thirty 
Dollars  for  medicines  &c  &c  for  his  said 
wife,  who  is  still  unable  to  do  her  house¬ 
work  from  the  effects  of  said  injury;  and 
that  your  Petitioner  has  lost  about  two  months 
work  in  attending  upon  his  said  sick  wife, 
and  that  he  is  now  in  great  poverty  and 
distress  in  consequence  thereof,  and  prays 
your  Honorable  body  for  such  relief,  as 
shall  seem  just  &  equitable  under  the 
circumstances. 


A.  Voss, 
his  atty. 


E.  Mieling 


DOCUMENT  28  -  REPORT  OF  POLICE  COMMITTEE  REGARDING 

COMPENSATING  ALLAN  PINKERTON 

September  28, 1854 

TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Hon}  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 

City  of  Chicago  in  Common  Council  Assembled 

Your  Committee  on  Police  to 

whom  was  referred  the  Communication  of  the 

Grand  Jury  of  the  Recorders  Court,  the  Recorder 

and  Prosecuting  Attorney,  setting  forth 

that  Valuable  service  had  been  rendered  the 

City  by  Allen  Pinkerton,  in  ferreting  out 

and  arresting  Burglars,  Thievs  and  counterfieters 

without  any  compensation 
for  some  time  past,  and  rcconimcnamg 

for  such  service,  and  recommending  to 

the  Common  Council  to  Make  him 

some  pecuniary  acknowledgment  as  a 

compensation  for  said  service.  Would 

respectfully  report  that  they  have 

considered  the  subject  and  are  of  the 

.  .  ivtr.  I'luKerton  . 
opinion  that  a  DmaTrnppi'eipi’iation  trom 

the  City  I  ranr.iir)' t^nr 

Mr.  Pinkerton  has  rendered 
the  City  good  service  for  several  Months 
past  by  his  Vigilance  and  industry  in 
ferreting  out  and  bringing  to  Justice  a  class 
of  Thievs  Burglars  &c  who  have  been  preying 
upon  the  Citizens  of  this  Community,  and 
that  a  small  appropriation  from  the 

City  Treasuw  to  an  Efficient  Officer 

for.  this  Kind  of  service  ,  ,  _  , , 

IS  money  well  Expended.  They  would 

therefore  recommend  that  the  Mayor  and 

Clerk  be  authorized  to  draw  an  order 

on  the  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Allen  Pinkerton 

for  Two  hundred  dollars  as  a  compensation 

for  past  Police  service.  Respectfully 

submitted 

Wm  L  Church  Chm 
Chicago  Sept  28^^  1 854.  Comt.  on  Police 
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DOCUMENT  29  -  INVITATION  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  RAILROAD 

COMPANY 


April  26, 1855 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Office  of  the  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Company 
Chicago,  April  26,  1855 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor 
&  Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago; 

Gentlemen:  Conforming 
to  a  Joint  Resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Illinois  State  Legislature,  I  have  the  honor 
to  invite  you  to  participate  in  a  Legislative 
Trip  to  Cairo,  and  enclose  cards  for  that 
purpose.  A  Special  Train  will  leave  Chicago 
on  Tuesday  the  8^^  of  May  at  8.45  A.M. 
and  proceed  to  Cairo  and  return. 

Trusting  we  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  the  company  of  the  Municipal  authorities 
of  Chicago  on  the  occasion, 

I  am.  Gentlemen  with  Great  Respect 
your  obedient  servant 
R.  B.  Mason 
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DOCUMENT  30  -  PETITION  OF  A.  C.  BRENDELL  FOR  RELIEF 


May  9, 1855 
TRANSCRIPTION 


The  petitioner  has  during  the  last  Six 
years  served  the  City  of  Chicago  as  Keeper 
of  the  Smallpox  hospital  and  Pest  house, 
very  laborious  and  tiresome  work  at  the  small 
salary  of  $  1 2^  per  month. 

Having  had,  and  still  having  a  large 
family  to  support,  I  have  been  unable  to 
save,  even  with  the  strictest  economy, 
a  single  dollar;  and  am  now,  on  my  being 
discharged  from  the  place  that  has  hitherto 
supplied  my  wife  and  children  with  bread, 
totally  destitute. 

I  therefore  petition  my  fellow  citizens,  and 
particularly  those  City  officers,  on  whom  fortune 
has  smiled  more  than  on  me,  and  to  whose 
lot  more  remuneration  and  honorable  offi¬ 
ces  have  fallen,  and  whose  hearts  can  feel  com¬ 
passion  for  a  poor  old  man,  to  assist  me,  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  go  to  my  friends,  where 
I  may  be  able  to  procure  a  livelihood  for 
the  few  remaining  days  of  my  old  age.  I 
am  an  old  man,  having  nearly  run  the  time 
of  three  score  and  ten  allotted  to  man.  And 
may  heavens  blessing  rest  of  the  heads  of  those 
Christians  that  will  help  my  old  wife  and 
my  children,  and  do  their  share  to  Keep  them 
out  of  the  poorhouse  which  must  otherwise 
be  their  lot  and  mine. 

Chicago,  May  9th  55  ^  Brendell 


DOCUMENT  31  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  ISSUANCE  OF  BONDS 


May  25, 1855 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Gentlemen  of  the 
Common  Council 

In  Consequence  of  the 

Extraordinary  Expenditures  necessary  to 

be  made  during  the  present  municipal 

year,  for  the  Erection  of  High  school 

permanent  . 

Engine,  Hospital,  and  other  a  buildings; 

The  purchase  of  quarantine  grounds 

and  buildings,  and  other  Expenses 

connected  with  the  Health  department 

and  sanitary  condition  of  the  City, 

together  with  the  increased  Expense  of 

the  Police  department,  it  will  unquestion= 
become 

=ablyA  bo  diwet  necessary  to  borrow 
at  least.  One  Hundred  Thousand  dollars 
As  the  present  seems  to  be  an 
unusually  favorable  time  to  negociate 
the  sale  of  Bonds,  I  would  advise  that 
a  loan  of  that  amount -bcwrtJwsse# 
and  the  issue  of  Bonds  for  the  same, 
bearing  6  per  cent  interest  and  payable 
in  twenty  years  be  authorized  by  the 
Common  Council — 

L  D  Boone 

May  25^^^ 

Mayor 

1855 
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DOCUMENT  32  -  ESTIMATE  FOR  STREET  CONSTRUCTION 


September  14, 1855 
TRANSCRIPTION 


SuDt.  Estimate 

The  City  Supt.  of  Public  Works  under  a 
Requisition  from  the  Com.  on  streets  and  alleys  of 
the  South  Division  Submits  the  following  as  an  estimate 
of  the  Cost  for  Macademising  Wells  street  from  Van 
Buren  to  Taylor  street  2,551  feet  in  length  20  feet  wide 
and  1  foot  deep  in  the  Center,  to  Mac.  with  Rubble  stone 
and  Covered  on  the  top  with  3  or  4  inchs  of  Gravel 


or  Coarse  sand. 

Cost  of  Material  and  Labour  as  follows  viz 
510  Cords  stone  Hawled  on  street  @  $6  per.  C.  $3,060. 
Settling  Breaking  &  Hawling  sand  on 

the  top  6/.  per.  ft.  1,913.25 

Advertising  16. 

Engineering  and  Superintendence  20. 

Com.  for  Making  assessment  50. 

Com.  for  Collecting  $5,059^5/.  @  3  per  cent.  151.78 

S5.211.03 

Chicago  Sept.  14^^,  1855 
Signed 


H  Fuller  Supt 
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DOCUMENT  33  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  FREE  USE  OF  THE  STATE  STREET 

MARKET  HALL 


December  17, 1855 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of 
Chicago  —  The  undersigned  Citizens  of  Chicago 
respectfully  request  that  your  honorable  body 
will  gratuitously  grant  to  Rev.  William  Anderson 
a  colored  Methodist  minister  of  Indiana,  the 
use  of  State  Street  Market  Hall,  for  one 
Evening,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  therein 
a  Lecture  on  the  subject  of  the  services  of 
colored  citizens  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  proceeds  of  such  Lecture  to  be  appro 
-priated  to  purchasing  the  freedom  from 
slavery,  in  the  South,  of  a  half  sister  of  the 
said  Rev.  Mr  Anderson.  Mr  Anderson  has 
lectured  in  many  other  places,  having  always 
had  the  gratuitous  use  of  public  halls  and 
churches  accorded  him. 

Your  humble  Petitioner  would  like  to  have  the  Hall 
on  Wednesdy  Evening  free  of  charge 

W^  Anderson 

Keen  &  Lee 
Joseph  White 
C  S.  Williamson 
W.  A.  Adams 
John  E.  Chapman 
S.  C.  Griggs  &  Co. 

J.  Hankey 

S.E.  Judge  X  his  Mark 
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DOCUMENT  34  -  PETITION  FOR  THE  RELEASE  OF  JOHN  TOWER  FROM 

REFORM  SCHOOL 


August  11, 1856 
TRANSCRIPTION 


State  of  Illinois  / 

T  S.S. 

City  of  Chicago J 

This  day  before  me 

Clerk  of  the  City  of  Chicago  aforesaid,  appeared 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Tower,  who  being  duly  sworn 

deposes  and  says  that  she  is  the 

mother  of  John  Tower,  a  boy  about  the 

age  of  ten  years;  that  the  said  boy 

on  or  about  the  1  l^h  day  of  December 

1855  was  arrested  and  committed 

to  the  reform  school  as  a  vagrant, 

and  that  he  there  still  remains. 

This  deponent  declares  and 
says  that  she  is  desirous  to  have 
the  said  boy  released,  and  that  upon 
his  release  if  it  shall  now  be 
obtained,  that  she  will  immediately 
remove  him  out  of  the  City  of  Chicago 
and  keep  him  out  of  said  City  until 
he  shall  arrive  at  years  of  discretion 
and  further  this  deponent  says 
nothing. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  A.  M.  Tower 

to  before  me  this  1 1^^ 
day  of  August  AD  1856 

H  W  Zimmerman 
City  Clerk 


1 

K 


DOCUMENT  35  -  SKETCH  OF  ONTARIO  STREET 


December  16, 1856 
TRANSCRIPTION 


NO  TRANSCRIPTION 
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DOCUMENT  36  -  PETITION  FOR  DAMAGES  DONE  TO  FREDERICK  BERNER’S 

STORE 


March  30,  1857 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  His  Honor  John 

Wentworth  Mayor  of 

the  City  of  Chicago 

Your  petitioner  Frederick 

Berner  respectfully  represents 

to  your  Honor  that  he  Keeps 

a  Provision  Store  on  the  comer 

of  Sedgwick  and  Division  Streets 
it  being 

near  a  the  Poll  in  the  7^“  Ward 
that  during  the  riot  which 
occurred  at  the  last  Election 
his  Store  was  badly  demolished 
Windows  broken  to  the  great 
damage  of  your  Petitioner,  that 
his  wife  (at  that  time  in  the  family 
Way)  was  frightened  and  has  been 
very  Sick  ever  Since  and  that 
therefore  your  Petitioner  prays 
your  Honor  for  his  Kind 
assistance  in  obtaining  a 
fair  compensation  for  his  losses 


Frederick  Berner 
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DOCUMENT  37  -  PETITION  OF  MORISS  BAULAND  FOR  REMISSION  OF  FINE 


July  6, 1857 


TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicago  July  6^^  1857. 

To  the  Hon.  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Chicago 
in  Council  assembled. 


The  undersigned,  Morris  Bauland, 


of  this  City,  most  respectfully  asks  your  Hon.  Body 
for  the  refunding  Twelve  97/100  Dollars,  assessed 
upon  him  as  fine  and  cost  for  selling  meat  on 
a  Sunday,  since  said  Violation  has  been  committed 
in  his  absence  from  home  by  one  of  his  folks, 
at  the  request  of  an  officer,  who  came,  and 
begged  for  meat.  At  the  same  time  your  petitioner 
would  say,  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Law  pro= 
hibiting  the  sale  of  meat  on  Sunday  morning  is 
very  hard  for  the  poor  laborers,  living  in  my 
neighborhood,  who  have  no  time  to  buy  their 
meat  previous  to  Sunday  morning,  and  if 
you  forbid  me  to  sell  meat  on  Sunday,  then 
they  wont  get  any  meet  at  all. 

Please  concurr  in  the  petition  of  yours 


Respectfully 


Moriss  Bauland 


DOCUMENT  38  -  PETITION  FOR  RECOGNITION  OF  THE  ACCOMPLISHMENT 

OF  THE  MADEIRA  PET 


July  20, 1857 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Hon  Mayor  and  Common  Council 
of  the  City  of  Chicago 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  they  were  appointed  a  committee  by 
the  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  to  confer 
with  your  honorable  body,  and  take  such  action  as 
might  be  thought  advisable,  properly  to  commemorate 
the  arrival  of  the  Madeira  Pet  in  this  city,  the 
first  British  Vessel  which  ever  arrived  in  this 
port  with  goods  direct  from  Liverpool. 

Hoping  that  you  will  take  such  action  as 
in  your  wisdom  shall  be  deemed  best,  we  are 
very  respectfully 

Your  Ob^  Servants 
Chicago  July  20^^  1857 

Geo  Steel 
John  P  Chapin 
P  Anderson 
C.  Y.  Richmond 
Bross 


Report  and  Ordinance  for  Opening  of  Streets,  &c. 


TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  ALDERMEN  OF  THE  CITY  OF  CHICAGO,  IN  COMMON 
COUNCIL  ASSEMBLED  : 


The  said  public  improvement  is  . .asked  for  by  tlie  petition  of  tlie  owners  of  thiec-fonrths 

of  the  property  to  bo  assessed  for  the  making  of  sucli  improvement, 


111,  ^ .-i 

.  /  ' 

c-i 


We  herewith  submit  a  plan  or  profile  of^he  contemplated  improvement,  and  specially  report  what 
damages  it  will  be  necessary  to  assess;  we  also  submit  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  same,  accomP" 
panied  with  a  proper  ordinance  for  the  ordering  of  such  improvement. 


PLAN  OR  PROFILE. 
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DOCUMENT  39  -  REPORT  AND  ORDINANCE  FOR  OPENING  DEARBORN 

STREET 

July  1, 1861 
TRANSCRIPTION 

Report  and  Ordinance  for  Opening  of  Streets,  &c. 


TO  THE  MA  YOR  AND  ALDERMEN  OF  THE  CITY  OF  CHICAGO,  IN  COMMON 
COUNCIL  ASSEMBLED: 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  to  whom  was  referred  by  your _ 

honorable  body  the  petition  of  George  Manierre 

Henry  Fuller  et  al,  asking  for  the  opening  of 

Dearborn  street,  between  Madison  street  and 

Monroe  street,  having  given  the  same  due  con- 

sideration,  would  respectfully  report  that 


The  said  public  improvement  is  not  asked  for  by  the  petition  of  the  owners  of  three-fourths 

of  the  property  to  be  assessed  for  the  making  of  such  improvement,  but  is  urgently _ 

demai^d  by  public  interests:  and  in  the  opinion 

of  this  Board  immediate  action  should  be  had  by 

your  honorable  body  in  the  premises 

We  herewith  submit  a  plan  or  profile  of  the  contemplated  improvement, 
and  specially  report  what  damges  it  will  be  necessary  to  assess;  we  also 
submit  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  same,  accompanied  with  a  proper 
ordinance  for  the  ordering  of  such  improvement. 
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DOCUMENT  40  -  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  FUNDS  TO  THE  SANITARY 

COMMISSION 


April  10, 1862 
TRANSCRIPTION 

An  Ordinance  making  an  appropriation 

for  the  relief  of  suffering  soldiers 

Common  Council  of  the 
Be  it  Ordained  by  theACity  of  Chicago 

Section  1  That  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars 

be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  from  the 

amount  in  the  City  Treasury  collected  by 

taxation  as  a  War  Fund,  for  the  purpose 

of  affording  relief  to  our  sick  and  wounded 

soldiers  the  same  to  be  expended  under 

the  direction  of  the  Chicago  branch  of 

the  U  S  Sanitary  Commission 

Section  2  That  the  City  Comptroller  be  and  hereby 

is  directed  to  draw  a  Warrant  on  the 

City  Treasurer  favor  of  Hon  Mark  Skinner 

President  of  the  Chicago  Branch  of  the 

for  five  thousand  Dollars 
U.S  Sanitary  CommissionAand  deliver  the 
immediately 

same  to  himAto  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  relief  lu  the 
In  iniLiit  v\E  as  the  Commission  may 
think  proper  to  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers.iiiiiiii  ili  iliiy  and  deliver  the  other 
Five  thousand  Dollars  to  him  for  the  same 
purpose  when  he  shall 

state  it  is  required 

The  Council  then  adjourned 


A.J.  Marble 
Clerk 
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DOCUMENT  41  -  COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  MAYOR  CONCERNING  THE 

FLOW  OF  THE  CHICAGO  RIVER 


December  30, 1862 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Mayors  Office 
Chicago,  Dec  30  1862 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, 

At  your  meeting  on  the  1^^  ins’t,  you 
authorised  me  to  incur  any  necessary 
expense  to  secure  the  benefit  of  having  a 
stream  of  water  turned  from  the  Calumet 
Feeder  through  the  Canal  into  the 
Chicago  River,  In  compliance 
with  your  resolution,  I  agreed  with 
Mr.  Preston,  the  Sup’t  of  the  Canal,  that 
the  City  would  pay  the  Expense  of  re¬ 
moving  any  deposit  that  might  accrue 
from  such  action  on  his  part,  and 
he  accordingly  turned  the  stream 
into  the  river  as  desired.  Afterwards, 
by  resolution  of  the  Canal  Board,  he 
presented  me  a  contract,  of  which 
I  herewith  submit  a  copy,  obliging 
the  City,  not  only  to  remove  the  deposit 
which  might  accrue,  according  to 
our  former  agreement,  but  also  to 


Make  all  repairs  necessary  to  the  banks 

of  the  Canal,  the  necesity  of  which  may 

arise  by  his  action  in  the  premises, 

to  be 

I  deemedxtoiX  this  contract,  frteVt 

as  it  made  the  Superintendant  of  the  Canal  Board,  the  Sole  umpire  & 

objectionable  in  formAand  I  therefore  judge  of  the  damages 

refused  to  -SSKr  become  a  party  to 
the  same  on  behalf  of  the  City,  unless 
the  same  should  be  specially  di¬ 
rected  by  the  Common  Council, 

I  herewith  submit  the  contract 
proposed  by  Mr.  Preston;  for  your 
consideration,  and  should  it  meet 
your  approval,  it  will  be  executed 
at  once  on  the  part  of  the  City  by 
the  Mayor  &  Comptroller 

Respectfully  submitted 
F  C  Sherman  Mayor 


DOCUMENT  42  -  ORDER  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SCHOOLS  PROVIDING  FOR 

SEGREGATION 


March  23, 1863 
TRANSCRIPTION 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  in  Common  Council  Assembled: 

Your  Committee  on  Schools 
to  whom  was  referred  on  the  27^^  of  June 
last  an  ordinance  entitled  “an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  public  schools” 

having  had  the  same  under  advisement,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the 

General  Assembly  of  the  State  have  by 

Sec  16  Chapter  13  of  the  revised  charter 

approved  Feb  1863,  made  it  the 

duty  of  the  Common  Council  &  Board 

of  Education  to  provide  one  or  more  schools 
colored 

for  the  instruciton  of^B©g«r&  mulatto 
children  —  They  would  therefore  recom¬ 
mend  the  passage  of  the  following  order 
as  a  substitute  for  said  proposed  ordi¬ 
nance  — 

Ordered 

That  the  Board  of  Education  be  au¬ 
thorised,  and  directed  to  hire  a  suitable 
or  rooms 

buildingAin  the  South  Division,  and  provide 

requisite  teachers  and  conveniences,  for 

a  school  for  the  instruction  of  colored 

children,  in  accordance  with,  and  to  be 

conducted  in  conformity  to  the  provisions 

of  the  amended  charter  of  1863.  and  that 

the  Mayor  &  Comptroller  be  and  they  are 

hereby  authorised  to  draw  their  warrant 
the  payment  of 

on  the  Treasuarer,  for^such  expenditures  as 
may  be  incurred  in  comiection  with  said 
school,  when  duly  certified  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  payable  out  of  the  School  Tax 
Fund  — 


John 


Q.  Hoyt  / 


W  T  Shufeldt 


Committee 

on 

Schools 


Report  Concurred  in  and  order  passed 
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DOCUMENT  43  -  PROCLAMATION  REGARDING  DAY  OF  THANKSGIVING 


August  4, 1863 
TRANSCRIPTION 


By  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Chicago. 

A  Proclamation 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  his  proclamation  dated  July  15^  1863,  has 
set  apart  Thursday  August  the  6^  1863,  to  be 
obseryed  as  a  day  of  National  thanksgiying,  praise 
and  prayer. 

Now  therefore,  I,  Francis  C.  Sherman, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  do  hereby  recommend 
to  the  Citizens  of  Chicago,  the  due  observance  of 
that  day,  by  abstaining  from  all  secular 
employments  and  assembling  in  their  usual 
places  of  publick  worship  to  render  thanksgiying 
praise  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  in  accordance 
with  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

F.  C.  Sherman  Mayor 
Chicago,  August  4^,  1863. 
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DOCUMENT  44  -  DRAWING  FOR  A  STATE  STREET  BRIDGE 


July  11, 1864 
TRANSCRIPTION 


NO  TRANSCRIPTION 


DOCUMENT  45  -  RESOLUTIONS  DONATING  LAND  AND  MONEY  IF  THE  STATE 

CAPITOL  BE  REMOVED  TO  CHICAGO 


January  28, 1865 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Whereas  members  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  have  indicated  a  disposition 
to  remove  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  State  from  Springfield  to  some 
other  point,  and  have  expressed  a 
wish  for  a  proposition  from  this  City 
Hi'ifeiluiiuii  to  llie  to  make 

provision  towards  such  removal  here. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the 
Mayor  &  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 
Chicago  in  Common  Council  as¬ 
sembled  — 

1 .  Resolved.  That  if  the  necessary 
act  shall  be  passed  by  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  to  remove  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  Chicago,  the  City  of  Chicago 
to  the  State 

will  donate  a  Union  Park  which 
contains  seventeen  acres  and  is 
worth  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
as  a  site  for  the  capital  building  and 
grounds,  and  in  that  event  the  May¬ 
or  and  Comptroller  shall  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered 
to-mukc  execute  a  deed  in  fee  simple 
to  the  State  of  said  property,  to 


have  and  hold  the  same  solely  and 
exclusively  for  the  uses  &  purposes 
aforesaid  — 

2.  Resolved  §  That  the  sum  of  Five 

Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  is  hereby 

appropriated,  as  an  additional  con- 

10  aid  in  constructing  State  buildings, 
tribution,  a  in  the  event  of  the  passage 

of  such  act,  for  which  the  Comptroller 

shall  draw  his  warrants  on  the 

treasurer  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Illinois 

or  such  commissioners  or  agents  as  the 

State  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same, 

payable  out  of  funds  to  be  derived 

from  the  sale  of  bonds  of  the  city  drawing 
interest  at  the  rate  of 
Aseven  per  cent  per  annum  payable 

semi  annually  and  the  principal  at 

the  end  of  twenty  five  years,  in  New  York  - 

And  we  hereby  ask  of  the  General  Assembly 

ti'gimit  uf  to  authorise  the  City  to 

issue  said  bonds  in  the  event  of  the 

passage  of  said  act  — 

3.  Resolved.  That  these  proceedings 
be  signed  by  the  Mayor  and  certi¬ 
fied  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  laid 
before  the  General  Assembly 


has  been  deemed  necessary,  as  a  sanitary  measure, 
to  prohibit  burials  therein. 

There  is  a  growing  feeling  among  our  citizens  that 
it  is  no  longer  a  fit  and  appropriate  resting  place 


DOCUMENT  46  -  COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  CONFEDERATE  DEAD 
December  17, 1866 


TRANSCRIPTION 
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Chicago,  Dec.  17^^  1866.  for  the  dead.  Many  bodies  have  been  removed 

C.  H.  Hoyt  during  the  present  year  by  the  City,  and  by 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Department  fnends  and  relatives,  and  many  more  removals 

of  the  Lakes  are  contemplated  the  coming  year. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General.  It  is  quite  probable  that  the  Legislature  of  Illi- 
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WARREN  MITCHELL. 
J.  H.  TREZEVANT. 
CHAS.  P  RUDD. 

JOHN  S.  CARPENTER. 


ji^OMMITTEE  OF  ^RRANGEMENTS, 


G.  W.  CHILTON. 
JOHN  B.  DAVIES 
THOS.  S.  RUDD. 
N.  E.  MILTON. 


DR.  J  M.  KELLER. 
SAM'L  P  CAREY. 
JOHN  C.  DIES. 

W,  L.  WELLER. 


Auxiliary  Pommittee  of  ^Arrangements. 


W.  H.  MERRIWETHER. 

SAM'L  A  MILLER. 

JULIUS  DORN. 

DR.  THOS.  J.  GRIFFITHS. 

W.  F.  RUBEL,  Pres.  Board  Aldermen. 
W.  F.  DUERSON.  Pres.  B.  C.  C. 
Councilman  J.  J  CLEMONS. 

tSZz  ca4^  an^^u^  Yd  it 


NATHAN  BLOOM. 

V.  P.  ARMSTRONG. 

ALEX.  DUVALL. 
THEODORE  L.  BURNETT, 
Ald.  dr  j.  a  KRACK. 
Councilman  PHIL.  T.  GERMAN. 
Councilman  II  W  WALTON. 


'/edYeY. 


H,  G.  VANSEGGERN. 
JULIUS  BARKHOUSE. 
H.  G.  PHILIPS. 

J.  L.  SMYSER, 

Ald.  W.  H.  DULANEY. 
Councilman  C,  R.  LONG. 

J.  H.  BUNCE,  Mayor. 


0  75  4  77  THinO  ST 


DOCUMENT  47  -  INVITATION  TO  A  SOUTHERN  COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION 


August  16, 1869 
TRANSCRIPTION 


SOUTHERN  COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION 

Louisville,  August  16^^  1869. 


TO _ the  Mayor  of  Chicago 

Sir 


We  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  information 
the  resolutions  of  the  Memphis  Convention,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  appoint  delegates  in  conformity  with  that 
basis  of  representation  to  attend  the  Convention,  to  be  held  in  this 
City  on  the  12^^  October  next.  The  subjects  to  be  considered  are  those 
which  will  most  readily  resuscitate  the  drooping  interests  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  both  in  their  Commercial  and  National 


significance  they  merit  your  most  earnest  attention. 

Yours  truly, 

Blanton  Duncan, 
Chairman 


WARREN  MITCHELL. 
J.  H.  TREZEVANT. 
CHAS.  P.  RUDD. 

JOHN  S.  CARPENTER. 


COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS. 


G.  W.  CHILTON. 
JOHN  B.  DAVIES 
THOS.  S.  RUDD. 
N.  E.  MILTON. 


DR.  J.  M.  KELLER. 
SAM’L.  P.  CAREY. 
JOHN  C.  GIES. 

W.  L.  WELLER. 


AUXILIARY  COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS 


W.  H.  MERRIWETHER. 

SAM’L.  A.  MILLER. 

JULIUS  DORN. 

DR.  THOS.  J.  GRIFFITHS. 

W.  F.  RUBEL,  Pres.  Board  Aldermen. 
W.  F.  DUERSON.  Pres.  B.  C.  C. 
Councilman  J.  J.  CLEMONS. 


NATHAN  BLOOM. 

V.  P.  ARMSTRONG. 
ALEX.  DUVALL. 
THEODORE  L.  BURNETT. 
ALD.  DR.  J.  A.  KRACK. 
Councilman  PHIL.  T.  GERMAN. 
Councilman  H.  W.  WALTON. 


H.G.  VANSEGGERN. 
JULIUS  BARKHOUSE. 
H.  G.  PHILIPS. 

J.  L.  SMYSER. 

Ald.  W.  H.  DULANEY. 
Councilman  C.  R.  LONG. 

J.  H.  BUNCE,  Mayor. 


An  early  answer  is  requested. 


DOCUMENT  48  -  INVITATION  TO  A  COLUMBUS  DAY  CELEBRATION 


October  11, 1869 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicago  ll^h  Oct  1869 — 

Dear  Sir 

You  will  be  please  to  invite  members 
of  the  City  Council  to  take  part  in  the  celebration 
of  the  fete  of  discovery  of  America  by  Chistopher 
Columbus  which  festival  will  be  celebrated  on 
Tuesday  the  12^^  Inst.  As  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  consented  to  be  present  we  judge  that  the 
Alderman  will  have  less  objection  to  take  a 
part  in  the  proceeding 

Yours  Respectfully 
A  Querolli 

President  of  the  Italian  Society 

A.S.  Ohio 

Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Italian  societies 
Carriages  will  be  in  waiting  in 
the  Court  House  Square  on  Tuesday 
the  12th  at  12V2  o’clock  p  m 


DOCUMENT  49  -  PETITION  FROM  THE  SCANDINAVIAN  EMIGRANT 

ASSOCIATION 

January  12, 1870 
TRANSCRIPTION 


Chicaao.  Januar  12  1870 

keep  that  for  the  use  of  the 

To 

and 

The  Honorable  Major  Ilf  the 

Common  Council  „  . 

of  Chicago.- 

I  allow  me  hereby  to  beg  you,  if  you 

will  be  kind  and  allow  us  to  get 

a  free  License,  to  keep  above  named 

Emigrant  Office.  Here  in  Chicago 

are  now  a  great  Employments  Offices 

which  in  any  manner  are  swindling 

the  poor  and  helpless  Emigrants. — 

Therefore  I  have  appointed  an  Agent, 

who  has  to  help  and  assist  the  Emmigrants 

in  keeping  those  swindling  Agents  out 

from  them,  and  procure  Employment, 

and  finding  Homes  for  them. — 

Our  means  is  very  small,  and  what 

we  have  got  of  money,  whe  have  to 

Emmigrants.  — Until  you  can 

decide  this  case  for  us,  I  hope  you 

will  be  kind  and  allow  us  to 

keep  the  Office  without  taking 

any  License  out.  Expecting  your 

worship  in  this  matter  will  please 

help  us  to  get  above  named 

License  I  remain 

Your  most  obedient  Servant 

Joh.  Frigast 

President 

(Z.y. 
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DOCUMENT  50  -  REQUEST  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  BRICK  AND  IRON  FROM 

BURNED  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 


October  23,  1871 


TRANSCRIPTION 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
Chicago  Oct.  23^  1871. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Alderman  of  the 

City  of  Chicago,  in  Common  Council  Assembled 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  would 
respectfully  represent  to  your  Hon.  Body 
that  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of 
material,  consisting  of  brick,  iron  &c. 
the  remains  of  such  of  the  public  buildings 
as  were  destroyed  by  the  late  fire,  which 
might  be  gathered  up  and  sold  and 
a  considerable  sum  realized  therefor. 

If  allowed  to  remain  where  it 
now  lies,  it  will  be  scattered  and 
destroyed,  and  be  a  total  loss  to 
the  City. 

The  Board  recommend  that 
they  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  such 
portion  of  said  material  as  may 
be  thought  desirable  and  they  they 
append  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
hereto. 

Respectfully  submitted 
Board  of 


J  McArthur  Public 


Works 


